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Mission
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) is a 
corporation of economic character, run on a 
commercial basis and fully owned by the State. It is 
one of the world’s major oil & gas companies and its 
activities are focused on petroleum exploration and 
production, refining, marketing, petrochemicals, 
and transport. KPC’s mission is to manage and 
operate these integrated activities worldwide in the 
most efficient and professional manner, in addition 
to growing shareholder value whilst ensuring the 
optimum exploitation of Kuwait hydrocarbon 
resources.

Values
KPC future vision is based on the following items:
•  Motivating Environment
•  Customer Satisfaction
•  Teamwork
•  Trust
•  Commitment to HSE
•  Honesty, Integrity and Transparency
•  Quality and Excellence
•  Innovation/ Responsiveness

Vision
KPC seeks diligently to accomplish a 
number of values as follows:
•  Be a highly profitable and performance 
driven company.
•  Contribute significantly to the 
support and development of the Kuwaiti 
economy.
•  Strengthen the world class reputation 
of all KPC operations.
•  Encourage continuous learning in all 
areas related to KPC’s business.
• Become a regional leader in HSE 
performance and apply the latest and 
the most appropriate technologies in 
KPC’s operations.

Nawaf Saud Nasser Al-Sabah: 
Different vision to transform 
KUFPEC from an investment arm 
to a strategic link to Kuwait

Mina Al-Ahmadi Refinery is 
one of the largest refineries 
in the world

Market Research Department…
and hard duties to develop the 
oil sector

Abdulaziz Sajer: Deep wells 
contain large quantities of 
hydrocarbon and gas

New environment project on 
macro-fauna among contribu-
tions of KPC to sustainable 
development



Editorial

Ali Ahmad Ali Al-Obaid
Managing Director of Corporate 

Relations & Information Technology  

I would like in the beginning to congratulate Kuwait Aviation 
Fuelling Company (KAFCO) on the Golden Jubilee anniversary 
of its establishment and its 50-year- journey of excellence in 
which it managed, through the effort and devotion of its personnel, 
to allot a clear strategy and implement it precisely and perfectly. 
This excellence has led to creating a huge edifice of trust among 
international airline companies, as well as reinforcing its status in 
the region for the advanced systems it employs and the 
distinguished services it provides to clients.
Today, as KAFCO marks its Golden Jubilee it looks forward to 
accomplishing more achievements and success in order to 
underpin its regional status as a KPC subsidiary, which is moving 
ahead steadily in line with the principles of KPC. These principles, 
which are epitomized in coping with all international changes 
taking place in oil industry, help the company to comply with all 
international standards with regard to petroleum products, and to 
meet the obligations and needs of clients and customers.
In our delight over KAFCO celebrations, we cannot disregard the 
diligent efforts of other KPC subsidiaries that devotedly seek to 
carry out the KPC 2030 strategic directions which are aimed to 
enhance the corporation’s status internationally in the oil industry. 
Kuwait Foreign Petroleum Exploration Company (KUFPEC) is 
one of these companies which keenly seeks to provide the needs 
of Kuwait for gas. In addition, it seeks to increase its production 
in barrels of oil equivalent up to 200,000 bpd by 2020 and to 
maintain this rate until 2030. 
In this context, we should also hail the diligent efforts of Kuwait 
Oil Company (KOC) in the field of exploring more wells to 
increase oil and gas production in line with the KPC 2030 strategic 
directions.



He made clear that the 
company adopts three 
mechanisms to achieve 
this; the first aims to 
purchase shares in new 
oil assets through part-
nership contracts with 
international companies 
specialized in the opera-
tional field in order to 
increase the ceiling of 
hydrocarbon reserves of 
the company. The sec-

ond method is to work as op-
erator in explorations, devel-
opment and production of oil 
and gas on its own, or through 

Disclosing that the 
company possesses a 
number of unparalleled 
plans in exploration 
and production field 
outside the State of 
Kuwait, Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Sabah said that 
these plans aimed to in-
crease production up to 
200,000 barrels of oil 
equivalent by 2020 and 
to maintain the same 
rate until 2030. 

He indicated that KUFPEC seeks 
to carry out its strategic goals of 
transforming the company from 
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an investment arm affiliated 
to Kuwait Petroleum Corpora-
tion, into a strategic link for the 
State of Kuwait, by among other 
things increasing its oil assets.

How will Kuwait meet its gas needs to generate power? How will KUFPEC help KPC to surmount the 
challenges which it confronts in increasing productiion from 3 million bpd to 4 million? What are some 
of the projects and strategic investment opportunities that Kuwait looks forward to? 

These were some of the questions which Sheikh Nawaf Saud Al-Nasser Al-Sabah, Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Kuwait Foreign Petroleum Exploration Company (KUFPEC), answered during an interview 
held with KPC World Newsletter .

Nawaf Saud Nasser Al-Sabah: 

Different vision to transform KUFPEC from an investment arm to 
a strategic link to Kuwait
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strategic partnerships with oth-
er companies to increase the 
amount of reserves and assets 
of hydrocarbons, while also 
gaining technical experience 
required to manage these op-
erations. The third mechanism 
is to enhance its strategic link 
to the requirements of KPC and 
its subsidiaries through partici-
pating in sharing knowledge 
and international oil technolo-
gies with the national oil com-
panies.

As for the financial resources 
of the company, Sheikh Nawaf 
Al-Sabah clarified that, thanks 
to its annual revenues, the com-
pany is able to subsidize its 
own projects. But it could also 
take loans from local or inter-

national banks to execute such 
projects. It is noteworthy that 
recently the company’s capital 
was increased to KD1.2 billion, 
from the KD200 million that it 
had since its establishment. 

With reference to KUFPEC 
need to the accumulated loan, 
he said this loan is based on the 
trust which KPC has placed in 
the company’s strategy, as it 
produces currently 75,000 bar-
rels of oil equivalent; in addi-
tion, it seeks diligently to in-
crease production next year. 

Sheikh Nawaf Al-Sabah went 
on to say, “KUFPEC strat-
egy was aimed at increasing 
production to 100,000 bpd in 
2013; however, we confronted 
some difficulties that impeded 
our progress, including the fact 
that lack of fluidity in funds 
prevented the company from 
owning new projects in a fast 
and timely manner. To over-
come this shortcoming, KPC 
has now agreed to increase the 
company’s capital to KD1.2 
billion to cover its needs; in 
addition, it has agreed to lend-
ing the company nearly $1 bil-
lion.”

With regard to the plans al-
lotted for this money, Sheikh 
Nawaf Al-Sabah revealed that 

We seek to increase 
production to 200,000 
barrels of oil equivalent 

by 2020
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the new funds will enable the 
company to take advantage of 
the investment opportunities 
that have strategic dimensions 
for Kuwait. In addition, these 
funds will help the company 
invest in projects that serve the 
local sector, such as producing 
the free gas and the heavy oil. 
Added to this are the invest-
ments that help KUFPEC to 
increase production to 200,000 
barrels of oil equivalent per 
day.

Asked about KUFPEC inten-
tion to enter the American mar-
ket, Sheikh Nawaf Al-Sabah 
clarified that the revolution of 
the shale gas and its associated 
modern technologies in the US, 
prompted the company to seri-
ously study some of the invest-

ment opportunities available in 
the American market.

“We realize that the beginning 
of investment in shale oil and 
gas in USA was very hazardous; 
in addition, large international 
companies suffered huge losses 
worth billions. Therefore, we 
preferred not to enter that field 
in the past. However, things 
have changed now, and inves-
tors have become more aware 
of the nature of shale gas and 
oil and the fact that companies 
involved in it can achieve good 

revenues. Accordingly, KUF-
PEC seeks to invest in compa-
nies that are already working in 
the field and to strike a balance 
between the risks, the price and 
expected revenue,” he noted.

He went on to say that KUFPEC 
produces currently about 75,000 
barrels of oil equivalent daily; 
most of its production is gas 
which accounts for nearly 70 
percent of its entire production, 
with oil claiming only the rest. 
Most of KUFPEC production 
comes from the Middle East and 
Southeast Asian regions, along 
with a large percentage from 
Pakistan and Indonesia. The 
company also has several large 
projects in Australia and other 
areas around the world, with the 
exception of the two Americas. 

We have allotted future 
extensive strategic plans 
to produce shale gas as 

per career bases and 
scientific experiences 
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Sheikh Nawaf added that KUF-
PEC seeks in the current time 
to enter projects that serve 
KPC and to provide through 
such projects its needs for oil 
and gas to produce energy, par-
ticularly under the company’s 
new vision which is aimed to 
make KUFPEC not only an in-
vestment arm for KPC but also 
a strategic link and dimension 
for it. He made clear that the 
company’s new vision is based 
on a number of comprehensive 
studies which link together the 
company’s strategy and the 
2030 directions and strategy of 
KPC. He added that KUFPEC 
is well aware of the fact that the 
corporation seeks to import liq-
uefied gas during summer. The 
company is diligently seeking 
to meet the needs of KPC for 
liquefied gas. Currently it im-
ports this liquefied gas only 
for nine months in a year, but 
there are plans to import it year 
round in view of the increasing 
demand for electricity. 

Sheikh Nawaf Al-Sabah said it 
is not easy to accomplish the 
strategic goals of the company 
because the company is invest-
ing in a number of projects 
some of which are hazardous, 
especially those investing in 
heavy oil that requires exten-
sive expenditure of capital. 
“We realize that there are big 
challenges we confront; there-
fore, we have an independent 
committee tasked with study-
ing the investment opportuni-
ties technically, commercially 
and economically,” he added.

Asked about the relation be-
tween KUFPEC and other KPC 

subsidiaries, Sheikh Nawaf 
said, “We are cooperating with 
most of KPC subsidiaries par-
ticularly Kuwait Oil Company 
and Kuwait Gulf Oil Company, 
as we both work in the field of 
exploration, development and 
production. Accordingly, we 
collaborate to exchange expe-
rience and modern technolo-
gies among the national per-
sonnel. It is well-known that 
KOC possesses a large number 
of personnel compared to our 
company, as it has nearly 8,000 

employees; therefore we are 
keen on exchanging experience 
with them. On the other hand 
we possess international expe-
rience that is of benefit to oth-
ers. We have therefore formed a 
board that includes representa-
tives from the three companies 
to present a unified strategy to 
amalgamate efforts and accom-
plish the desired goals.”

He added that KUFPEC offered 
investment opportunities which 
are available in its oilfields to 
its colleagues in the oil sector, 
such as its project in Australia 
where it possesses the share of 
producing and liquefying gas 
that requires the assistance of 
the oil companies working in 
exploration and production to 
share their experiences. 

We participate in interna-
tional projects of produc-
ing heavy oil to exchange 
experience and develop 
our national personnel
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Director General of Kuwait Aviation 
Fuelling Company (KAFCO) Ahmad 
Sulaiman Al-Mudhaf said that cele-
brating the Golden Jubilee of KAFCO 
will help highlight the past and present 
achievements of the company, as well as 
reflect on its future prospects. The his-
tory of KAFCO is full of significant ac-
complishments that have been brought 
about by the tremendous efforts exert-
ed by former Board Chairpersons and 
personnel of the company. 

In an interview with KPC World 
Newsletter, on the occasion of 
marking the company’s Golden 
Jubilee, Al-Mudhaf said the pres-
ent of the company is epitomized 
in sincere efforts and determina-
tion to fulfill more achievement 
so as to add to the company's re-
cords.

He added, “We are looking for-
ward to a brilliant future for the 
company embodied through am-
bitious expansion plans that meet 
the requirements of the strategic 
plan of Kuwait Petroleum Cor-
poration. In addition, KAFCO's 
future strategies to expand the 
activities of selling and distribut-

ing jet fuel coincides with plans 
to expand Kuwait International 
Airport.

As for the company’s plans and 
its preparations for expansion 
activities, which are scheduled 
to be done by 2020, he said that 
the project of expanding the Ku-
wait International Airport is one 

KAFCO 

golden jubilee 
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of the important future projects 
which KAFCO is eagerly await-
ing. It will open wider horizons 
to KAFCO and allow the compa-
ny to continue delivering excel-
lence in the services it provides 
to airline, and accordingly to in-
crease its revenues and profits. 
We are talking about 22 gates for 
planes, as well as a large number 
of highly-specialized equipment 
and machines used internation-
ally in this field. From this point, 
KAFCO participates in periodic 
meetings held to discuss plans 
for expanding the airport. These 
meetings include representatives 
from all concerned ministries 
and government authorities, in-
cluding from the Ministry of Oil, 
Ministry of Interior, Ministry of 
Defense, KPC, companies of 
land services. There is also con-
tinuous and direct coordination 
with other authorities, such as 
the  Directorate-General of Civil 
Aviation.

With reference to the bases and 
criteria which KAFCO applies 
to identify its pricing policy for 

fuel, Al-Mudhaf pointed out that 
it is an important point, as it of-
ten leads to controversy with 
clients who continuously moni-
tor and compare prices charged 
by KAFCO with that of other 
companies. He added KAFCO 
fuel prices attract international 
clients thanks to the subsidy 
which the Kuwaiti government 
provides, in liaison with a min-
isterial decision issued by the 
cabinet to provide facilities and 
reduce fuel prices to the airline 
companies which use Kuwait 
International Airport. This gov-
ernment decision has provided 
international airline companies 
with a motive to increase their 

flights to Kuwait thereby help-
ing transform the country into 
an international commercial and 
financial hub.

As for the specific criterion of 
price, Al-Mudhaf said KAFCO 
prices are based on three parts: 
the first one is in line with the 
international fuel prices, which 
are outside our control as it is 
determined by global market 
prices. The second decisive fac-
tor in pricing is connected to the 
proposals which International 
Marketing Sector at KPC places 
on prices, and the third part is 
related to costs. This part is in 
fact the most difficult and com-

Al-Mudhaf:

We take part greatly in 
meeting HH the Amir’s 

desire of converting 
Kuwait into an interna-

tional financial hub
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plicated as it is related to assets; 
therefore it is tackled with KPC 
to provide the appropriate solu-
tion for it.

Asked about the operational 
costs of KAFCO and its profits, 
Al-Mudhaf said, “Despite the 
difficulties which the company 
confronts, especially on the is-
sue of operational costs, through 
experience we have been able to 
control these costs by efficiently 
managing our contracts, man-
power and salaries of contract 
employees, especially the con-
tracts related to supporting the 
air bases. These steps led to in-
creasing the company’s profits. 
We managed to double the profits 
in the financial year 2012/2013 
compared to the same period in 
the previous year; moreover, we 
are expecting these profits to in-
crease significantly.” 

On the bases and principles 
which KAFCO adopts in deal-
ing with the international air-
line companies, Al-Mudhaf said, 
“Officials of the company are 
constantly strengthening their 
relations with international air-
line companies, which have op-
erations in Kuwait International 
Airport, by paying friendly vis-
its to the company offices of 
these airlines, as well as attend-

ing the meetings and workshops 
organized by these companies. 
Added to this, are the periodical 
meetings held between KAFCO 
officials and their international 
counterparts. We are sure that 
continuous communication al-
lows us to build effective and 
distinguished relations and ease 
any barriers.”

Adding that the new store of 
KAFCO has been established 
in coordination with Director-

ate-General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA), he clarified that the 
idea of establishing this store 
arose when DGCA needed a spe-
cial fuel depot to add to its plans 
for expanding the current air-
port. KAFCO then immediately 
allotted plans to establish a new 
depot with bigger capacity in a 
different location.

“While establishing the new 
store, and due to special circum-
stances, the DGCA plan was 
changed and another proposal 
surfaced. This new idea was to 
establish a new airport with a 
larger capacity. At that time, 
KAFCO was busy building the 
new depot in line with the inter-
national specifications in terms 
of quality of operations, health, 
quality and environment. The 
new depot will put an end to 
the problems of providing fuels, 
particularly after finalizing the 
expansion activities and attract-
ing new airline companies to 
the airport, as new gates will be 
established according to interna-
tional specifications to be able to 
receive larger and more modern 
airlines.”

He added the capacity of the 
company’s depots currently 

The new airport is the 
most important and 

biggest project that we 
are waiting for
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reaches about 54 million liters 
and enables KAFCO to meet the 
demands of various travel sea-
sons and emergencies.

Asked about the rumors say that 
KAFCO will be dissolved, Al-
Mudhaf clarified that KPC strat-
egy is aimed at reducing and 
streamlining the number of sub-
sidiaries as much as possible and 
merging them in line with their 
specifications. He pointed out 
that the company’s affiliation is 
moved now from KPC to one of 
the subsidiaries. However, the 
decision of merging KAFCO to 
one of the companies is still un-
der study. In other words, it is still 
affiliated to KPC, as it possesses 
an international line to provide 
jets with fuel, thanks to its dis-
tinguished relations with several 
international airports and its long 
experience in this field.

With regard to the number of 
planes which the company fuels 
on a daily basis, he said KAFCO 
provides fuel to about 120 airline 
companies daily and nearly 3,000 
planes per month. Added to this 
is the direct deal with Ministry of 
Defense to serve the air bases in 
Kuwait whether through provid-
ing them with the fuel for military 
planes or supporting them in peri-
odical maintenance activities.  

He added the movement of land-
ing and taking off in the Kuwait 
International Airport is continu-
ous and accordingly, KAFCO 
has allotted a comprehensive 
plan to become ready round the 
clock to provide planes with fuel 
under any circumstances. 

Assessing the journey of the 
company as it prepares to cel-
ebrate its Golden Jubilee, Al-
Mudhaf said KAFCO is the arm 
of KPC charged with providing 

fuel to planes; in addition, it is 
one of the companies specialized 
in providing fuel to planes at the 
airport or at air bases spread 
across Kuwait.

He added KAFCO possesses 
distinguished national personnel 
who run operations and depots 
efficiently, in addition to having 
a specialized team tasked with 
identifying fuel specifications 
in line with international stan-
dards.

As for the future plans and the 
company’s ambitions, he said 
KAFCO occupies a prominent 
status regionally thanks to the 
efforts and achievements of suc-
cessive top officials and em-
ployees; therefore, “We are keen 
on enhancing this status through 
expanding operations and at-
tracting new airline companies.” 

He added that these achieve-
ments are considered an addi-
tional motive for personnel to 
provide the best services and de-
velop operations in liaison with 
the latest international criteria, 
indicating KAFCO's strategic 
plan is one of the key pivots of 
KPC 2030 strategic plans.

The new depot was 
established as per the 

latest international 
criteria
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To throw more light on the duties 
of Mina Al-Ahmadi, KPC World 
interviewed Mr. Menawir Al-
Mutairi, Deputy Chief Executive 
Officer of Mina Al-Ahmadi Re-
finery, who said Mina Al-Ahma-
di Refinery was established in 
1949, on over 10.5million square 
meters of land, as a basic refin-
ery with a capacity of 25,000bpd 
to meet the local market needs 
for petrol, diesel and kerosene. 
He added that due to increased 
demand for petroleum distil-
lates, the refinery was expanded 
in 1958 and 1963 and its capac-
ity reached between 190,000 to 

Mina Al-Ahmadi refinery which is owned by Kuwait National Pe-
troleum Company (KNPC) is one of the most advanced and larg-
est refineries in the world, both in terms of its refining, which is 
estimated at 466,000bpd, and in terms of the latest technologies 
employed in it.

250,000bpd respectively. Later, 
the ownership of the refinery was 
shifted from Kuwait Oil Compa-
ny (KOC) to KNPC which took 
on the responsibility of oil refin-
ing industry and liquefying gas 
after KPC was established and 
the structure of the Kuwaiti oil 
sector was re-arranged.

With reference to development 
processes which were carried 
out in the refinery, in line with 
the comprehensive strategy of 
developing the refining industry 
and expanding the refineries, Al-
Mutairi said the project of up-
grading the refinery was aimed 
at providing the local and inter-
national markets with petroleum 
products of low sulfur content, 
and  reducing the dependence on 
gas as a fuel for the power sta-
tions in Kuwait, which in turn 
would help save fuel.

He added, “The project of up-
grading the refinery was taken in 

With capacity estimated at 466,000 bpd

Mina Al-Ahmadi refinery is one of the 
largest refineries in the world

Menawir Al-Mutairi: Up-
dating the refinery helped 

to provide the local and 
international markets 

with petroleum products 
of low sulfur content
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line with a broad vision towards 
future markets for petroleum 
products; the desire to achieve 
highest possible profitability 
and to provide stable outlets or 
markets for the refined petro-
leum products. Also, the upgrad-
ing was intended to increase the 
percentage of light and middle 
products in distillation processes 
and to reduce the percentage of 
fuel oil to the minimum, so as 
to accomplish the highest pos-
sible returns from crude oil re-
fining processes. Accordingly, 
the upgrading process resulted 
in 29 new units, including the 
crude distillation units, the Fluid 
Catalytic Cracking Unit, the At-
mospheric Residue De-sulphur-
ization Units, the Vacuum Rerun 
Unit and the Sulphur Recovery 
unit. These units made Al-Ah-
madi refinery one of the most 
advanced and largest refineries 
in the world, both in terms of its 
refining capacity, which reached 
466,000bpd and in terms of the 
latest technology applied in the 
refinery.”

Asked about the major units in 
Mina Al-Ahmadi refinery, Al-
Mutairi made clear that the unit 
of distilling crude oil is one of 
the most important units in the 
refinery; in addition, two new 
units with refining capacity of 
320,000bpd were added to the re-
finery, in addition to the existing 
crude oil distillation unit. This 
led to the refinery increasing its 
refining capacity to 442,000bpd.  
The units receive crude oil from 
Burgan and Ratawi oilfields and 
the feed is separated in distilla-
tion towers into several products, 
such as gas, naphtha, kerosene, 
gasoil and waste.  The distilled 
products are then sent to other 
conversion units to improve their 
characteristics in liaison with the 

international criteria allotted in 
this regard.

“There are other important units 
in the refinery such as the fluid 
catalytic cracking, which was 
established in 1987 as part of 
the project of adding new units 

to Mina Al-Ahmadi refinery. In 
fact, the step of building this unit 
was necessary to help achieve 
integration among the three re-
fineries of KNPC,” he noted.

He went on to say that the capac-
ity of the fluid catalytic cracking 
unit in the refinery, which was 
30,000bpd, was increased to 
40,000bpd in 1997. The heavy 
gasoil is transformed into petrol 
for cars and lubricants during 
fluid catalytic cracking opera-

Upgrading the loading 
piers in Mina Al-Ahmadi 

copes with increased 
capability of refining 

operations
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tions that take place at around 
900 degrees Fahrenheit. The 
unit also produces gas, liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) and other 
products.

He further indicated that four 
units had been established to re-
cover sulfur, which is produced 
as a byproduct in the manufac-
turing process of some units in 
the refinery, and its present ca-
pacity is estimated to be around 
1334 metric tons of sulfur per 
day. These units recover about 
95 percent of  sulfur which is 
available in the products which 
come from the units of treating 
acidic gases.

Al-Mutairi added that the naph-
tha reforming unit was another 
key element in Mina Al-Ahmadi 
refinery. He went on to clarify 
that the new naphtha complex in-
cluded two similar lines, each of 
them containing one unit to treat 
naphtha and another for separa-
tion, as naphtha is separated into 
two products — one is light and 

the other is heavy. He added the 
mixture unit is also important as 
the naphtha and hydrogen mix 
passes through it to four reactors 
to react with the catalyst; this 
leads to increasing the value of 
naphtha.

Asked about the plan for upgrad-
ing the export utilities, Al-Mu-
tairi said, “Key modifications 
were approved for the north and 
south piers in Mina Al-Ahmadi 
to improve their efficiency and 
provide efficient outlets that 
can meet the increased refining 
capacities of Mina Al-Ahmadi 
and Mina Abdullah refineries. 
The step of developing the ex-
port utilities in these two piers 
was a key part of the upgrad-
ing project in Mina Al-Ahmadi 
refinery, as the updating activi-
ties included adding 12 loading 
arms in the south pier, renewing 

the two piers no 3 and 4; as well 
as fixing new barriers in the pier 
to improve the exporting effi-
ciency.”

He pointed out that the south 
pier has been provided with 
pipelines to export liquefied gas 
and petroleum products which is 
refined in Mina Al-Ahmadi  and 
the other refineries; whereas the 
north pier has been upgraded to 
export petroleum products from 
Mina Al-Ahmadi after installing 
six pipelines under the sea from 
the petroleum product pumping 
stations.

On the upgrading process which 
was implemented on the instal-
lations and supporting utilities 
of Mina Al-Ahmadi refinery, he 
said in 2005 KNPC completed a 
large project to establish a new 
pier; besides reforming the north 
pier to enable it to be in service 
for another 15 years. The new 
south pier was inaugurated in 
February, 2005. It includes six 
platforms, two of which are for 

KD350 million allotted 
to provide safety and 

security for employees
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loading crude oil and refined pe-
troleum products, two platforms 
to load LPG and methanol and 
two other alternate platforms. 
He added the pier receives four 
tankers at the same time; in addi-
tion, 9,000 tons of crude oil can 
be loaded from it.

Indicating the cost of establish-
ing the new south pier reached 
nearly KD100 million, Al-Mu-
tairi said the step of building the 
south pier was one of the phases 
of establishing and upgrading the 
loading piers in Mina Al-Ahma-
di at a total cost of over KD177 
million. In addition, two more 
berths, no 5 and 6, were added in 
April 2007. 

He further said the gas liquefy-
ing plant is considered one of 
the main supporting utilities in 
Mina Al-Ahmadi. The plant has 
a production capacity of 1.73 
billion cubic feet per day from 
the feed and 100 million bpd of 
condensed gas. He added the re-
finery receives the associated, 
the natural and liquefied gas 
from KOC and KNPC refineries  
to treat it and then to use it in the 
power stations. This is also used 
in producing the liquefied gas 
which is used for domestic pur-
poses, as well as to produce bu-
tane and propane gases to export 
them abroad through the south 
pier in Mina Al-Ahmadi.  

With regard to the procedures 
of security, safety and environ-
ment for the welfare of employ-
ees at Mina Al-Ahmadi refinery, 
he revealed that KD350 million 
has been allotted to provide an 
appropriate work environment 
to the employees of the refin-
ery. This allows the refinery to 
stringently apply all procedures 
related to security and safety, as 
well as conform to the laws of 
Environment Public Authority. 

“Consequently, we work round 
the clock to monitor the water 
coming out from the refinery and 
entering the sea; besides moni-
toring continuously the flared 
gases. We also diligently seek to 
provide the latest systems which 
help provide a healthy environ-
ment. In this regard we conduct 
seminars and lectures for em-
ployees to increase awareness on 
the most common diseases and 
how to protect themselves from 
these. Moreover, we hold train-
ing courses for the refinery’s 
personnel to improve their skills 
and efficiency,” he added.

We seek diligently to pro-
vide an appropriate work 

environment for employees
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Petrochemical Industries Company (PIC) exerts tremendous efforts to support environment proj-
ects among which the national project of Kuwait’s green fence which the company patronizes under 
the slogan ‘Make your print’ which extends from the Kuwaiti-Saudi borders at Nuwaiseeb towards 
Al-Salmi and Al-Abdali until the Kuwaiti-Iraqi borders. The project will take 10 years to be accom-
plished. 315,000 plants will be planted through the project to decorate Kuwait’s land borders.

To throw more light on PIC’s ef-
forts in the environmental field, 
KPC World Newsletter interviewed 
Mr. Abdullah Ahmad Al-Swailem, 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer – 
Fertilizer, who confirmed that the 
company has allotted a clear vision 
for its projects in the coming phase 
under the slogan ‘sustainability’ as 
an expression for the big concern it 
pays for the future; in addition, it has 
prioritized environment issues and 
needs of the society as key factors 
in the process of decision-making in 
the company’s projects.

Al-Swailem indicated that the com-
pany seeks incessantly to apply the 
international criteria of health, safe-
ty and environment whether inside 
its buildings or its different sites to 
provide a good environment for man 
and organisms.

With regard to the pioneering role 
which the company plays in the field 
of the sustainable development en-
vironmentally, he said, “The step of 
supporting the green fence project 
is in line with the social responsi-

bility which the company shoulders 
towards the society and its vision 
which is aimed to support environ-
mental sustainable projects; in ad-
dition to supporting the voluntary 
work and initiatives to help achieve 
progress and development.”

He added, “Before launching the 
project of the green fence, a precise 
study was conducted in collabora-
tion with Environment Voluntary 
Organization, to carry out a useful 
project for the environment. Accord-
ingly, the project was approved to 
preserve and decorate the Kuwaiti 
environment.”

Accordingly, the company signed a 
contract with Environment Volun-
tary Organization in July 2012 to 
support the project which is aimed 

to green nearly 420 kilometers of 
Kuwait’s land borders. PIC is con-
sidered pursuant to the contract the 
caretaker of the project, as it com-
menced planting Kuwait’s borders in 
the beginning of 2012.

He confirmed that the project is 
aimed at achieving environmental 
benefits that may take part in reduc-
ing the percentages of pollution and 
making environmental balance, as 
trees play a substantial role in fas-
tening the soil and controlling deser-
tification. It also takes part in trim-
ming down the tension of duststorms 
and their negatives on public health 
and environment.

“By time, these trees will become 
an appropriate environment for sev-
eral organisms; the matter will help 
support the ecological diversity and 
add cultural aspect to environment,” 
noted he.

Zizyphus and Jujuba  
As for the steps of implementing the 
project, Al-Swailem said the techni-
cal studies of the project have been 

KPC seeks to achieve sustainable 
development in personnel and environment

Patronizing the initiative 
of Kuwait’s green fence 

is aimed to protect 
atmosphere from pollu-

tion
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finalized in the first phase of the proj-
ect in which the ways of planting, ir-
rigating plants and the kinds of plants 
which are suitable for the Kuwaiti 
environment. 

As for the step of selecting zizyphus 
and jujuba in particular to be planted 
in the Kuwaiti environment, he af-
firmed this kind of trees is suitable 
for the hard environmental circum-
stances of the region; in addition, 
they are distinguished with their in-
tensive green leaves which can cover 
the widest possible area; the matter 
will help fasten the soil and clean the 
atmosphere. In addition, they are con-
sidered an appropriate environment 
and shelter for several organisms. 

He added the company accordingly 
began planting these trees on Ku-
wait’s land borders from Al-Nu-
waiseeb outlet where a number of 
trees were plants and developed irri-
gation equipments were fixed.

He expected that this phase of the 
project will last for ten years; in addi-
tion, 315,000 trees will be planted on 
Kuwait’s land borders which extend 
to 420 kilometers.

He further said this phase requires 
more patience and more devotion and 
support from institutions and individ-
uals to succeed the project and fulfill 
its projects, emphasizing the compa-
ny encourages the civil participation 
in the project including popular and 
non-governmental authorities and or-
ganizations to support the project.

Asked about the role of media in 
highlighting the ‘Green Fence’ proj-
ect, Al-Swailem said, “We prepared 
a documentary film in the beginning 
of the project to throw light on the 
crucial environmental issues locally 
and internationally; besides intensive 
explanation on the project, its envi-
ronmental goals and desires positive 
results.”

He went on to say that they are keen 
on cooperating incessantly with 
the local media to cover the activi-

ties which are related to the project; 
among which the initiative which 
the company launched in January , 
2014 a voluntary campaign in col-
laboration with students from Ku-
wait’s schools to plant new trees in 
the project.

“We are keen on communicating 
with media to let all people be ac-
quainted with the latest develop-
ments of the project and deliver 
our message to the government and 
private companies and the civil so-
ciety in which we are interested in 
spreading awareness of the volun-
tary business and its role in building 
our country,” added he.

He further stressed the initiative is 
in line with the company’s belief in 
the important role which the society, 
man and even the environment play 
in accomplishing the concepts of 

sustainability. In addition, it shoul-
ders a social responsibility aimed 
at rooting the concepts of voluntary 
business in collaboration with the in-
stitutions of the civil society. 

Al-Swailem indicated that the com-
pany, as part of its keenness on 
achieving the sustainable develop-
ment, irrigates the plants with the 
treated water which is produced 
from the operations of manufactur-
ing, recycles waste and trims down 
the emissions of ammonia in its 
plants. It also fixes lampposts work 
by solar energy; in addition, it pre-
serves consuming water and electric-
ity as much as possible. Moreover, it 
conducts continuously environment 
campaigns, in collaboration with 
Ministry of Education’s schools, 
among which the campaigns of 
cleansing beaches.

Abdullah Al-Swailem:

We aim at planting 
315,000 trees to 

control desertification
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In this context, KPC World 
Newsletter interviewed Mr. Fa-
had Nouri, Manager of Research 
& Technology Department at 
KPC, to throw more light on the 

efforts exerted by KPC and its 
subsidiaries in this domain.

Nouri confirmed that signing a 
cooperation protocol with Ku-
wait Institute for Scientific Re-

search (KISR) in 2009, was the 
fruit of KPC’s efforts aimed at 
benefiting from the renewable 
energy resources as an alterna-
tive to hydrocarbon. 

Following the unprecedented technological advances in harnessing renewable energy, Kuwait Petro-
leum Corporation and its subsidiaries have allotted several goals and strategies to manage energy 
consumption in the industrial operations, through using solar energy in generating power and ther-
mal energy in a number of utilities of the company.

Fahad Nouri: We adopt a high-lev-
el roadmap to carry out strategy of 
research and technology so as to 
use solar energy in the oil sector
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He added that use of renewable 
energy  reduces the negative in-
fluences that traditional energy 
resources have on the environ-
ment, while also reducing the 
CO2 and greenhouse gas emis-
sions that result from industrial 
operations.

He said, “The agreement to de-
velop the applications for clean 
energy resources came within 
the framework of the strategy 
pursued by KPC and its subsid-
iaries, especially in  solar en-
ergy. Accordingly, the Corpora-
tion coordinated with KISR to 
optimize the use of solar energy 
in various KPC utilities, which 
was in line with its future vi-
sion of sustainable develop-
ment  and its policies to protect 
the environment.”

Asked about the phases of de-
veloping solar energy technol-
ogy in the Kuwaiti oil sector, 

Nouri clarified that the envi-
ronmental aspect is one of KPC 
most important strategic goals; 
therefore, the project will be 
carried out through three phas-
es. The first phase includes a 
research study conducted so 
as to assess the technical and 
economic feasibility of  appli-
cations utilizing solar energy 
technologies in the Kuwaiti oil 
sector, as well as conducting a 
comprehensive review of the 
various technologies involved 
in harnessing solar energy. This 
study also includes the role of 
international oil companies in 
utilizing renewable energy and 

the current feasibility study of 
the solar energy. In addition, 
this phase aims to conduct an 
initial survey on energy con-
sumption in a number of in-
dustrial buildings and utilities 
which are affiliated to KPC and 
its subsidiaries.

With reference to the second 
phase, Nouri made it clear 
that the positive results from 
the first phase and the recom-
mendations which were issued 
in this regard urged KPC and 
KISR to commence imple-
menting the second phase of 
the project. This includes four 
applications, the first three of 
which are aimed at using solar 
cells to generate power in two 
petrol stations affiliated to Ku-
wait National Petroleum Com-
pany (KNPC) and a gas station 
belonging to Kuwait Oil Tanker 
Company (KOTC); while the 
fourth application is aimed at 

We seek to use re-
newable energy to 
avoid negative im-

pacts of traditional 
resources
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using boilers powered by the 
solar energy to provide the oil 
assemble centers with thermal 
energy required for treating 
crude oil. 

He pointed out that the step of 
using solar boilers is unprec-
edented in the oil sector, and 
will help reduce the percentage 
of pollution resulting from us-
ing gas in such operations.

Nouri added that KPC is as-
sessing the outputs of the first 
and second phases to identify 
the technical and economic fea-
sibility of such applications; in 
addition, the corporation is in 
communication with compa-
nies specialized in the renew-
able energy technology, both 
locally and internationally, to 
select the most suitable one for 
the Kuwaiti oil sector.

He said the law of establish-
ing KPC necessitates conduct-
ing studies and researches in 

all related fields; in addition, 
the 2020 strategic directions 
require preparing a long-term 
plan for research and develop-
ment besides applying and im-
plementing modern technolo-
gies in all its operations. 

With regard to the agreement 
signed with KISR, Nouri said, 
“The convention signed with 
KISR is in accordance with 
the long-term strategic frame-
work of KPC that aims to man-
age CO2 and other greenhouse 
gas emissions, while providing 
an appropriate opportunity for 
KPC and its subsidiaries to train 
and develop human resources 

that will work in the solar en-
ergy field for the good of the 
Kuwaiti environment. Nouri 
added that a team was formed 
from KPC and its subsidiaries 
to follow up on the implemen-
tation of the convention, and to 
supervise all phases, in coordi-
nation with the concerned au-
thorities, including from KPC 
subsidiaries and KISR.

Asked about the importance of 
the scientific research, particu-
larly for KPC, Nouri said the 
scientific research is the key 
support and base in the pro-
cess of technological develop-
ment for improving the qual-
ity of the industrial products, 
besides helping to strengthen 
and develop the economies of 
countries. Consequently, KPC 
puts  scientific research and de-
velopment on top of its priori-
ties due to the positive results 
gained from scientific research 

We are committed to 
reducing CO2 emissions 

and other gases that 
result from industrial 

operations
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that helps confront and over-
come challenges and technical 
problems. Scientific research 
also helps underpin the impor-
tance of KPC and its subsidiar-
ies among their international 
counterparts.

Nouri further made it clear that 
Research and Technology De-
partment at KPC is in charge 
of several important responsi-
bilities, including allotting the 
corporate strategies and plans 
of research and technology on 
the level of KPC and its sub-
sidiaries, as well as producing 
periodical reports on the 5-year 
plan, in coordination with KPC 
subsidiaries and following up 
on their performance, especial-
ly in allotting goals and achiev-
ing duties that are among the 
department’s strategy. 

He went on to say that Research 
and Technology Department 
provides guidance and support 
that are required to allot an in-
tegrated technological plan for 
the entire oil sector. Moreover, 
it follows up on the establish-
ment of Kuwait International 
Center for Petroleum Research 
through preparing primary 
studies that are required for es-
tablishing the center.

The department is also in charge 
of assessing the applications 
of renewable energy resources 
to meet part of the oil sector’s 
need from energy. It also orga-
nizes seminars and workshops 
to spread awareness among the 
oil sector employees on the im-
portance of scientific research 
and technology, particularly in 
the field of renewable energy; 
besides conducting studies to 
assess the various investment 
chances in this field.

He further stressed the applied 
researches, which are conduct-
ed in cooperation with local and 
international authorities, help to 
improve the efficiency of pro-
duction and expanding refining 
and manufacturing operations 
for the petroleum products.

Incessant technological support

Asked about the benefits that 
Kuwait International Center 
for Petroleum Research will 
provide, particularly to KPC, 
Nouri said the center is aimed 
at providing technical and sci-
entific support to the Kuwaiti 
oil industry through its applied 
researches. In addition, the cen-
ter contains modern technolo-
gies related to the oil industry, 

which will help to solve several 
operational problems in an ef-
fective manner. It will also pro-
vide training courses in various 
fields of the oil industry, and 
will build capabilities and effi-
ciency of national personnel so 
as to enable them to confront 
challenges by applying the lat-
est international technologies.

“It is not secret to say that oil 
is the key support of Kuwaiti 
economy and is the most im-
portant energy for the world. 
Therefore, the Kuwaiti oil sec-
tor is keen on applying latest 
technologies in this domain. 
This is how the idea of estab-
lishing the center came to sur-
face,” he noted.

Nouri further disclosed that the 
center will be tasked with ap-
plying several projects, while 
providing the best and most 
appropriate solutions and rec-
ommendations in various pe-
troleum fields, including explo-
ration, production, refining and 
manufacturing.

Int’l center for research 
and technology which is 
affiliated to KPC takes 
part effectively in build-

ing efficient national 
personnel
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In an interview with KPC World 
Newsletter, Dashti said that the 
new hospital includes two kinds 
of services: the first includes the 
primary healthcare which pro-
vides outpatient clinics, sections 
of general surgery, physiotherapy, 
specialized examinations, phar-

Manager of Major Projects Group III at Kuwait Petroleum 
Corporation Mr. Yacoub Dashti, emphasized that the project 
of the new Al-Ahmadi Hospital is considered a definite leap 
in the medical services which Kuwait Petroleum Corporation 
provides to the employees of the oil sector and their families; he 
indicated that the hospital will enter into service by the begin-
ning of 2015. 

macology and eye disease. The 
second provides other health care 
services, including maternity unit, 
cardiac disease, bones, pediatrics, 
casualties section and intensive 
care unit, as well as 11 operation 
rooms. The hospital also has sev-
eral other sections, including a 
unit for eye, nose and throat, as 

Yacoub Dashti: New Al-Ahmadi Hospital is a definite 
leap in medical services provided to KPC personnel

Distinguished medi-
cal services are 

provided to 120,000 
people 
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well as laboratories equipped with 
the latest and most functional sys-
tems.

Referring to the area of the hospi-
tal, Dashti revealed that it is locat-
ed on an area of 380,000 square 
meters, opposite the headquarters 
of Al-Ahmadi Governorate. The 
area includes 80,000 square me-
ters allotted for the other medical, 
administrative and service build-
ings. The hospital, which is spread 
over four stories also has parking 
for 1,000 vehicles and a helipad 
for receiving critical patients from 
remote areas. The new hospital 
also provides accommodation for 
medical staff with 254 studios, a 
basement and emergency shelter. 
The hospital will serve 120,000 
people who represent employees 
of the oil sector, retired personnel 
and their families.

Indicating that 64 percent of 
the project has been completed, 
Dashti added that it was estimated 

to cost KD87 million, which in-
cluded the cost of medical equip-
ment. He added the new hospital, 
which provides for 300 beds, is 
equipped with the highest inter-
national medical specifications 
and can increase its capacity to 
100 more beds in future to further 
reduce pressure on the hospital’s 
various departments. He revealed 
that the new hospital is equipped 
with the latest and most devel-
oped systems for surgery and 
cardiac units, as well as special 
ventilation pumps for respiratory 
illnesses and systems for control-
ling the spread of infection.

Dashti added the new hospital will 
include Magnetic Resonance Im-
aging (MRI) which is an expensive 
process and is currently not avail-
able in many hospitals including 
Al-Ahmadi Hospital. This unit 
will also help reduce the number 
of overseas treatment cases. He 
also made clear that while the new 
hospital will include all the facili-
ties that are currently available in 
Al-Ahmadi Hospital, in addition it 
will also offer expanded services 
in several sections such as diabe-
tes, orthopedic, maternity diseases 
and a number of operations rooms 
related to such specifications. 

Dashti further added that the new 
hospital will seek the assistance of 
medical staff from the old hospi-
tal, in addition to recruiting a spe-
cialized medical crew of experts 
and consultants in different speci-
fications. He concluded by say-
ing that the new hospital will be 
a pioneering project in the entire 
Middle East.

Experienced medical 
crew in all specifica-
tions and the latest 

apparatuses are avail-
able in the hospital to 

provide integrated care 
to patients
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Petrochemical Industries Company is proud of the remarkable achievements which it re-
cently fulfilled, and is delighted on having developed programs that enhance its status on the 
international arena. Moreover, through executing major projects such as Aromatics I and 
Olefins II in partnership with the private sector, the company has become among the first in 
the country to apply the principle of integration and partnership with this sector.

On PIC achievements and its 
plans to accomplish outstanding 
results in petrochemical indus-
try, KPC World Newsletter in-
terviewed Mr. Nasser Al-Enezi, 
Manager of Corporate Planning 
at KOC, who affirmed that PIC is 
one of the pioneering companies 
in several fields, including in its 
cooperation with the private sec-
tor to carry out huge projects in 
the Kuwaiti oil industry.

Al-Enezi further indicated the 
company provided Aromatics 
I and Olefins II with required 
electricity and water, thereby 
helping the projects to realize 
around $500 million.

With reference to the company’s 
intention to merge Aromatics II 
project and Olefins III project to 
the project of the fourth refinery, 
Al-Enezi said this step is being 

taken after conducting several 
studies, which confirmed that 
the integration of the projects 
will help to increase the profit-
ability of the refinery through 
exchanging multiple products 
such as hydrogen, cooling wa-
ter and other products. This step 
will also assist in increasing pro-
duction and improving the over-
all efficiency of the refinery.

Nasser Al-Enezi: PIC is keen on apply-
ing integration principle and concept of 
partnership 
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Asked about the role of PIC 
in the project of Petrochemi-
cal Complex Project, which re-
portedly will be established in 
China, Al-Enzi made clear that 
the company diligently seeks to 
achieve integration in its exter-
nal and internal projects so as 
to increase profitability and in-
come. Therefore, this complex 
is considered one of the vital 
projects for the company and so 
it is currently coordinating with 
KPC to study some related is-
sues to increase profitability.

Al-Enezi made clear that the 
company has strategic plans to 
disassociate from the fertilizer 
industry; but this step has been 
suspended until the KPC board 
discusses the company’s memo-
randum, which was submitted 
to decide on whether or not to 
withdraw from this industry.

He clarified that if the board 
takes the decision in favor of 
withdrawal, the decision will 
not be applied immediately, as 
there will be a period to study 
and modify the positions of the 
Kuwaiti personnel in line with 
their interest and for the good of 
the company.

As for the joint Gulf collabo-
ration of Gulf Petrochemical 
Industry Company (GPIC), Al-
Enzi said the company was es-
tablished in December 1979 to 
become a cornerstone of GCC 
countries in fertilizers and pet-
rochemical field, to benefit 
from the crude material which 
is represented in the natural gas 
which is produced by Bahrain. 
The company was established 
as a joint company between the 
Bahraini government, the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia represent-
ed by SABIC and the State of 
Kuwait represented by Petro-
chemical Industries Company, 
indicating the board of the com-
pany is composed of representa-

tives from the three shareholder 
countries.

“GPIC established a petrochem-
ical complex on an area of 60 
hectares on Sitra Island, Bah-
rain. The complex is composed 
of two plants to produce ammo-
nia and methanol; besides other 
associated utilities. 

The actual production of these 
two plants commenced in May 
1985, with production estimated 
at 1,000 metric tons daily from 
ammonia and methanol. Later 
on, the production was increased 
to 2,000 metric tons from each 
product. In 1989, a station was 
added to produce around 1,700 
tons of urea.

Asked about the harms result-
ing from canceling of Al-Dow 
project, Al-Enezi said, “I do not 
want to talk about the direct fi-
nancial loss which was caused 
to the company. But, I would 
like to highlight the indirect 
harm which we have had to suf-
fer by canceling the project. The 
decision to cancel the project  
cuased substantial harm to our 
reputation on the international 
market, and as such other large 

international companies are now 
reluctant to invest in PIC proj-
ects because they fear that these 
projects too may get canceled. 
Moreover, large companies and 
clients no longer place attention 
and trust in our future plans.”

He made clear that the Dow 
project team included special-
ized technical consultants, fi-
nancial experts and accountants; 
in addition, they studied and as-
sessed the project in all aspects 
before approving and referring 
to the higher administration of 
the company. He emphasized 
that the opportunity of collabo-
ration with a company like US 
Dow Chemical was lost by can-
celing the project, which would 
have provided many job oppor-
tunities for the Kuwaiti youth. 

On the subject of employment 
of Kuwaiti pesonnel, Al-Enezi 
indicated that from its establish-
ment in 1996 to 2013, the com-
pany had provided nearly 678 
jobs for the Kuwaiti personnel, 
thereby adding value to the Ku-
waiti economy. He indicated 
that the petrochemical sector in 
Kuwait provides 11,000 jobs, of 
which 4,000 are alloted for Ku-
waiti citizens. He further point-
ed out that the State of Kuwait 
looks forward to expanding the 
petrochemical industry, as ram-
pant developments are taking 
place all over the world in this 
industry.

Petrochemical indus-
try in Kuwait is new 
resource and added 
value for the Kuwaiti 

economy
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To shed more light on the Mar-
ket Research Department, its 
tasks and nature of work, KPC 
World Newsletter interviewed 
the department's manager, 
Mrs. Nagham Al-Omar, and 
the team-leader of Market Re-
search, Mr. Hani Al-Awadhi.

Al-Omar said Market Research 
Department is considered an in-
formation  bank for everything 
related to oil prices, markets 
and the changes in demand and 
supply. In other words, it is con-
sidered a smart database for the 
energy and oil industry and is a 
key resource for employees of 

International Marketing Sec-
tor. Besides supporting the pro-
cess of negotiations with clients 
of KPC, the department also 
plays an important role in the 
decision-making process and in 
all marketing operations. The 
department also represents In-
ternational Marketing Sector at 
international forums and confer-
ences, as well as at OPEC meet-
ings. In addition it coordinates 
with the various departments 
in collaboration with Training 
Department to organize special-
ized training courses regarding 
the oil industry, both inside and 
outside Kuwait.

In this context, Al-Awadhi said 
Market Research Department 
is considered the backbone of 
studies and information, which 
International Marketing Sec-
tor depends on to price or al-
lot marketing policies or the 
future plans.

He noted that “Being aware of all 
new developments and changes 
taking place in the international 
oil markets commercially, po-
litical and economically is the 
essence of Market Research 
Department.” He added that the 
department provides the other 
departments with information 

The Market Research Department, one of the corporate departments of International Marketing 
Sector at KPC, depends on teamwork to monitor and analyze international oil markets, as well 
as to follow up on market changes and indexes, especially of promising ones. In addition, the De-
partment supports the Sector to allot and carry out its plans.

Market Research Department…and 
hard duties to develop the oil sector
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and data which help them in the 
decision-making process, and 
provides them with studies for 
their annual and 5-year plans.

With regard to the strategy 
which Market Research Depart-
ment adopts in its work mecha-
nism, Al-Omar said the depart-
ment provides all sectors inside 
and outside KPC, including 
Ministry of Oil, with data and 
information as requested. The 
studies and market researches 
that the department conducts 
help International Marketing 
Sector in the process of sign-
ing new contracts or renewing 
existing ones accurately.

Developing abilities

Asked about the priorities 
which Market Research De-
partment adopts, Al-Omar 
pointed out that the depart-
ment pays special attention to 
its manpower. She elaborated 
that the department believes in 
improving the efficiency and 
career skills of employees so 
as to enable them to express 
professional opinions dur-
ing international oil meetings 
and conferences, and to take 
appropriate decisions for the 
good of KPC.  

She indicated that in line with 
this belief the department orga-
nizes specific lectures on latest 
developments in the interna-
tional oil markets, with the aim 
of increasing employee aware-
ness of best practices in the 
field. These lectures also in-
clude a comprehensive vision 
on the future prices of crude 
oil and petroleum distillates 
in the region relative to other 
competitive areas. 

In this context, Al-Awadhi 
said, “Market Research De-
partment adopts the best train-
ing policies which are able to 
develop the scientific and prac-

tical skills of employees. Con-
sequently, it allots effective 
training courses and programs 
to enable employees to cope 
with the specific work nature 
of the department that calls for 
providing information and data 
as requested by concerned sec-
tors of the oil industry.”

Natural gas
With regard to the natural gas 
and the procedures which the 
department takes to keep up-
to-date with the latest develop-
ments in the international mar-
kets, Al-Omar said the State of 
Kuwait imports gas particular-
ly in summer to meet the local 
energy needs. In view of this, 
KPC is tasked with preparing 
long-term contracts to import 
gas, and has established a new 
unit to conduct extensive stud-
ies on natural gas. This unit 
includes efficient national per-
sonnel who have joined spe-
cialized workshops which were 
organized in collaboration with 
Training Sector to focus on the 
natural gas.

Clarifying that KPC began im-
porting natural gas five years 

Nagham Al-Omar:

Market Research De-
partment aims at im-

proving KPC abilities in 
corporate analysis and 
planning for the future



28

ago, especially in summer, to 
run power-stations in the coun-
try, Al-Awadhi added that natu-
ral gas is considered, economi-
cally and environmentally, the 
best fuel to use in power sta-
tions. Accordingly, the unit in 
charge of following up the lat-
est developments in gas mar-
kets prepares daily and weekly 
reports, and conducts current 
and future studies on gas.

“We diligently seek to develop 
the team in charge of following 
up on gas through conducting 
training courses, workshops 
and through participating in in-
ternational conferences to keep 
them up-to-date with develop-
ments in this field,” he added.

Future vision
Regarding her views on the fu-
ture of Kuwaiti oil sector, Al-
Omar said, “Oil has been the 
true fortune and key resource 
of the country’s income for 
over 60 years; in addition, it 
helped Kuwait to gain a com-
mercial standing and occupy 
an international status among 
countries. In order to maintain 
this status, it is necessary to run 

the oil sector independently 
through International Market-
ing Sector, which is considered 
Kuwait’s gate to the external 
world.”

Al-Awadhi was of the opinion 
that the Kuwaiti oil sector is 
the key support of the national 
income; therefore, the country 
pays special attention to this 
vital sector. In addition, the 
concerned officials spare no 
effort to achieve the ambitions 
and hopes of the Kuwaiti na-
tion. These ambitions are epit-
omized in executing gigantic 

projects to enhance the status 
of the oil sector regionally and 
internationally. These projects 
are aimed at developing the 
current capabilities of refiner-
ies to produce and export oil in 
line with the international cri-
teria allotted in this domain. 

“I hope the project of the fourth 
refinery and the environment 
clean fuel project will be ac-
complished soon; this will boost 
the status of Kuwaiti petroleum 
products and their competitive 
ability in the international mar-
kets,” added Al-Awadhi.

Asked about the successful and 
effective ways of dealing with 
employees, Al-Omar said, “As 
is well known, a healthy work 
environment has positive re-
sults on the employees and the 
quality of their work. So, we 
are keen on providing appro-
priate healthy environment for 
the employees; in addition, we 
always encourage and support 
them to realize their duties suc-
cessfully.”

She went on to say that the 
manager should be an example 
for employees through respect-
ing duties and performing them 

Hani Al-Awadhi:

Giant project and 
strong competition 

preserve KPC leader-
ship among the interna-

tional companies
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efficiently; in addition, manag-
ers should have the ability to 
keep a balanced relations with 
all employees.

Elaborating on this point, Al-
Awadhi said any official or 
leader should have certain cre-
dentials among which is the 
ability to shoulder responsi-
bilities and carry out duties ef-
ficiently, while also having the 
ability to train employees and 
to maintain balanced relations 
with them based on respect, 
appreciation and impartiality.

Asked about KPC representa-
tion in the activities of Platts 
Oil Markets Middle East Con-
ference in 2013, which was 
held in Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates, Al-Omar said, “I 
participated in this conference 
and gave a lecture on the topic 
of ‘KPC future challenges and 
developments of international 
market’, to highlight the oil 
industry and Kuwait’s future 
strategic projects. The lecture 
included the vision and mes-
sage of KPC in general, with 
special focus on International 
Marketing Sector. In fact, this 
conference was the first in-
ternational experience for me 
outside Kuwait.”

She further said participation 
in such international oil ac-
tivities enhances the skills of 
employees, which the higher 
administration of KPC puts on 
top of its priorities. In addition, 
Market Research Department 
diligently seeks to improve 
the skills of its personnel in all 
fields.

Describing the most influen-
tial and important milestones 
in her career, Al-Omar clari-
fied that sincerely believing 

in work, having the ability to 
shoulder responsibilities dili-
gently, bolstering team spirit 
and taking appropriate deci-
sions, were some of the key 
secrets behind the success 
of her professional life. Also 
adding to this was the ability 
to assess risks and problems, 
and to overcome them by al-
lotting effective solutions.  

She considered her long ex-
perience in the oil sector has 
had a positive and influential 
impact in her 25-year-journey 
in the oil sector, specifically in 
KPC, starting from Corporate 
Planning Sector, International 
Marketing Sector, in particu-
lar the Sales Administration 
Department, then Marine De-
partment after that Managing 
Director Office and Middle 
Distillate Sales Department 

and finally Market Research 
Department. 

“I was one of the first fe-
male Kuwaiti employees who 
worked as a team leader dur-
ing my work in Middle Distil-
late Sales Department. In ad-
dition, I headed the meetings 
on negotiating with clients on 
contract price renewals. The 
success of these negotiations 
depended on having excellent 
relations with KPC clients; be-
sides working as a team with 
all colleagues,” she added.

With regard to the importance 
of participating in the oil activi-
ties, Al-Omar said, “Participat-
ing in the various oil activities 
regionally and internationally 
helps enhance the abilities of 
employees, which are consid-
ered one of the top priorities 
of KPC higher administration. 
Moreover, Market Research 
Department diligently seeks to 
improve the career skills of its 
personnel through providing 
them with technical support in 
various fields. 

We provide high-level 
indexes for the move-
ment of demand and 

supply in all oil markets
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To throw more light on the tasks 
of the group, the training pro-
grams and the periodical mainte-
nance activities which the groups 
conducts, KPC World Newslet-
ter interviewed Mr. Khaled Al-
Behairi, Team Leader of Export 
Maintenance at Export Opera-
tions Group in KOC.

Al-Behairi clarified that the 
group is tasked with receiving 
the oil produced from various 
oilfields in Kuwait and mixing it 
in the main Central Manifold in 
Al-Ahmadi area to make up the 
crude oil which is prepared for 
export. This crude oil is stored in 
the tanks farms which are locat-
ed in north and south Al-Ahmadi 
City.

“As it is known, the operations of 
Export Maintenance Team starts 
from the moment in which oil 
goes out from the Central Mani-
fold through pipelines to the 
stores and it is re-pumped again 
to the export ports,” noted Al-

Export Operations Group at Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) 
diligently seeks to achieve a measured leap in the concept of 
work mechanism; accordingly, it is keen on allotting training 
programs for its employees irrespective of their career degrees 
to develop their skills to meet the goals of the company.

Behairi. He indicated that Export 
Operations Group is divided into 
a number of teams among which, 
Export Maintenance Team is re-
sponsible for maintaining the 
northern and southern tanks, 
which start from the Central 
Manifold and includes pipelines 
installed from the manifold to 
the tanks and then to the export 
ports. In addition, the team is also 
responsible for the oil pumps and 
pipelines for pumping water, as 
well as the control center which 
electronically manages all phas-
es of export operations through a 
remote control system that links 
all other related systems.

Al-Behairi further added that 
Maintenance Team plays a criti-
cal role as it keeps an eye on all 

utilities, particularly the pipe-
lines and tanks because any oil 
leakage may jeopardize the entire 
surrounding area. Accordingly, 
the team is keen on performing 
periodical maintenance activities 
on these utilities to avoid any 
mishap.

As for the mechanism of main-
taining oil tanks and schedules of 
maintenance, Al-Behairi clarified 
that Maintenance Team has an 
extensive maintenance programs 
prepared in line with precise 
studies to protect the systems and 
equipments which are in charge 
of the movement of oil from the 
manifold to the tanker. The team 
is also responsible for maintain-
ing the huge oil tanks, the capac-
ity of which reaches 750 million 
barrels. The maintenance activi-
ties of these tanks are carried out 
through nine phases starting from 
the operation of cleaning tanks, 
which involves cleaning it from 
the inside to remove any impuri-
ties. After that, in collaboration 
with the Inspection and Corro-
sion Team, the inside of the tank 
is inspected  and painted with 
special material to protect it from 
corrosion. Following this paint-
ing, maintenance activities are 

Khalid Al-Behairi: We shoulder 
huge duties; in addition, we 
have studied programs for 
maintenance activities in line 
with KPC strategy

Oil tanks are maintained 
every 10 years through 

9 phases to protect 
them
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carried out from outside the tank 
through examining  the valves, 
the manifolds and the pipelines 
which are connected to the tanks 
to change the damaged ones. Af-
ter that, the exterior body of the 
tank is painted. Once these ac-
tivities are completed, the tanks 
are able to function for  about 10 
years without any further main-
tenance.

Al-Behairi pointed out that the 
Export Operations Team is also 
responsible for all tanks which 
are inside the Assembly Centers 
in KOC, in the north, the west 
and south-east of Kuwait in Al-
Rawdhatain, Al-Manaquish, Al-
Moqawa and Burgan, as well as 
the water tanks that are used in 
emergencies. The team is also 
responsible for maintaining the 
huge network of pipelines that 
extend over 639 kilometers in 
just Al-Ahmadi area.

Adding that the team deals pro-
fessionally with the old oil pipe-
lines, Al-Behairi said that these 
pipelines are cleaned of any im-
purities clinging on the inside as 
well as water particles that lead 
to pipeline corrosion. In addi-
tion, it examines them from out-
side precisely to decide the ones 
which need to be painted.

He made clear that the team man-
aged to develop its operations 

in collaboration with Technical 
Support Team through using the 
latest technologies to maintain 
the pipelines.

In conclusion, Al-Behairi 
summed up the achievements 
fulfilled by Export Operations 
Maintenance Team through the 
following points:

• Performing special mainte-
nance called smart cleanse 
operations on three old pipe-
lines which were difficult to 
maintain earlier in a short 
time.

• Maintaining and preparing 
the industrial pipelines of 
Mina Al-Ahmadi.

• Currently installing more 
than one pipeline to cope 
with the export strategy ad-
opted by KPC.

• Professionally and periodi-
cally maintaining the mea-

surement systems and oil 
meters to keep them in line 
with international specifica-
tions applied in this domain; 
the matter helps the country 
with larger financial returns.

• Preparing a maintenance 
workshop equipped with the 
latest systems to enable the 
team to perform any immedi-
ate or protective maintenance 
activities to any utility; in ad-
dition to examining systems 
and equipments of other sec-
tions in collaboration with 
Project Management Team, 
West Directorate.

• Organizing internal work-
shops and training courses 
for the members of the team 
in coordination with HR 
Team of Export and Marine 
Groups to exchange informa-
tion and improve the skills of 
personnel.

We managed to prepare, equip and develop 3 
gravity lines for the smart examination through 
special equipments. We are about to work on 
the remaining lines which cannot be succumbed 
to the smart examination
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Drilling is a mechanical operation that involves penetrating the earth’s underground layers to assess 
the geological state of the layer so as to find and recover oil and gas if available from these layers. 
Once potential sites have been identified in line with specified programs, drilling operations are car-
ried out using specialized equipment. The programs to identify wells include depth of the well, add-
ing padding to prevent the well from collapse and stopping liquids from seeping into the well through 
the various layers. 

To shed more light on new ex-
plorations and ways of design-
ing exploratory wells, as well 
as targeting of layers and oth-
er related issues, KPC World 
Newsletter interviewed Mr. 
Abdulaziz Sajer, Team Leader 
of Prospect Evaluation at Ex-
ploration Group in Kuwait Oil 
Company (KOC).

Pointing out that KOC has 
clear plans for future drilling 
operations, he stressed that 
the company’s employees ex-

ert all efforts to fulfill its goals 
and strategies in liaison with 
the KPC strategy of increasing 
production to 4 million bpd by 
2020.

He revealed that results from 
2D and 3D seismic surveys and 

other studies conducted in this 
domain indicate the possible 
presence of large quantities of 
hydrocarbons in deep under-
ground layers.

Speaking about recent new ex-
plorations, he said, “In addi-
tion to what has been explored 
in Al-Rawdhatain area, we re-
cently explored for hydrocar-
bon presence in Kabad area, 
as well as new layers that had 
not been drilled before in Ku-
wait.” 

Abdulaziz Sajer: Deep reservoirs contain 
large quantities of oil and gas

We have clear future 
drilling plans that in-
clude all land and ma-
rine areas in Kuwait
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earlier despite scant informa-
tion available on their features 
such as temperature and pres-
sure. In spite of these chal-
lenges, the concerned teams 
managed to reach deep lay-
ers such as ‘Al-Khof, Eneza, 
Kera’ Al-Maro, Al-Jouf and 
Al-Qaseeba’ which are ex-
pected to have large quantities 
of oil and gas. Therefore, it is 
necessary to exert more effort 
and conduct more research 
to explore these deep layers 
wherre primary results have 
been found to be positive.

On the design of exploration 
wells, Sajer said, “Explora-
tion Teams allot a work pro-
gram to any new exploration 
well in any area of Kuwait, 
whether on land or offshore. 
The program includes sev-
eral phases during which 
geologists and physicists 
conduct comprehensive 

studies on the areas 

whose layers may have 
quantities of oil such as 
‘Al-Ratawi’ Layer, ‘Al-
Manaqueesh’ Layer and 
‘Al-Makhool’ Layer in the 
north, where there are 
several layers from the 
Cretaceous era which 
have not been explored 
so far. Additionally, Ju-
rassic age layers that are 
currently being studied 
in various areas of Ku-
wait, also pave the way 
for intensive drilling of 
these layers in future.

He further indicated 
that some Paleo-
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He affirmed that the explora-
tion assessment team is cur-
rently busy exploring heavy oil 
in north Kuwait, adding the re-
sults of exploration so far were 
promising and the wells had 
enough potential to meet Ku-
wait’s need from oil in accor-
dance with KPC strategy. He 
added the team is also currently 
conducting a study on deep res-
ervoirs to seek the presence of 
non-associated gas and hopes 
to find sufficient quantities to 
meet the future gas needs of 
Kuwait.

Asked about studies on new 
explorations, he clarified that 
the team, which includes geol-
ogists and geophysical experts, 
is conducting a number of stud-
ies based on seismic surveys 
that company regularly con-
ducts. He clarified that these 
teams analyze the results of 
surveys, produce maps which 
identify potential field loca-
tions and engage in collecting 
geological information from 
adjacent fields.

With reference to the layers 
targeted in exploratory drilling, 
Sajer said, “There are various 
geological depths and ages for 
layers; in addition, each geo-
logical age has its layers. For 
example, there is a layer near 
the surface of the ground called 
“Fares Layer” which includes 
heavy oil. Below that is the 
Cretaceous Age which includes 
huge amounts of hydrocarbons. 
In addition to these targeted lay-
ers, due to the presence of large 
amounts of hydrocarbons, the 
Burgan and Warah layers have 
also been targeted.

He added that the team also 
seeks to search in new areas 

Prospect Evaluation 
Team seeks to go down 
21,000 feet to reach 
non-associated gas
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which will be explored. Once 
the site for the exploration well 
is selected, the teams conduct 
geological surveys and geo-
chemical studies and analyses.”

“The geological survey in-
cludes a comprehensive survey 
of the geological formation in 
the area under study. Following 
this, maps depicting the super-
ficial structures and thickness 
of the layers are produced,” 
Sajer added.

He went on to say that geo-
physical exploration includes 
magnetic and seismic surveys 
that help understand the geo-
logical structures of all layers 
and depict structural maps for 
them. These maps in turn help 
to make sure of the thickness of 
the layers.

As for the geochemical studies, 
Sajer stressed the importance 
of these studies lies in the fact 
that they enable researchers to 
understand the nature of the 
rocks which hold hydrocarbons 
and to identify the details and 
reasons for the flow of these 
substances. Cautioning that it 
was not possible to determine 
the exact presence of oil un-
til wells were drilled, Sajer 
said extensive studies are then 
conducted for 8 to 12 months 
during which time exploratory 
wells are identified in accor-
dance with special coordinates 
that are registered in the drilling 
program. These coordinates in-
clude the mechanism of reach-
ing the oil or gas, the nature of 
the various underground lay-
ers, such as the Cretaceous and 
Jurassic Ages, the temperature 
and pressure which is expected 
in each layer and the depths 
that need to be reached during 

the drilling operation, as each 
layer has specific pressure and 
temperature characteristics. Af-
ter that, the phase of allotting 
the steps of drilling commenc-
es. This phase is aimed to iden-
tify the depths of layers and the 

ability of the machine used to 
reach the required depths.

He clarified that clay which is 
mixed with other substances is 
used in drilling operations to 
control the pressure of the well 
and to avoid any explosions that 
may take place during the drill-
ing. He pointed out that each 
layer has special risks, such as 
H2S, which cannot be identi-
fied until the actual drilling is 
initiated. Moreover, some lay-
ers may not withstand drilling 
with clay of heavy weight.

The geological survey 
includes a comprehen-
sive survey on the geo-
logical phenomena of 

the targeted area
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Sajer made clear that after each 
phase of drilling, the concerned 
team starts padding the well. 
This operation requires insert-
ing an iron pad to the drilled 
bore to protect the well from 
collapse; at the same time, a 
rocky sample is taken from 
each layer to assess the poros-
ity of rocks to be familiar with 
the nature of precipitation of 
the layer, whether it is land or 
marine and to identify other 
technical issues through these 
samples.

He further said such padding 
operations are accompanied 
by a program of electrical re-
cords through which certain 
tools that work by oscillations 
are inserted into the wells to 
recognize the nature of layers, 
while at the same time dissolv-
ing substances present there, 
such as hydrocarbons or water. 
After that oil is produced for 
a certain period to assess the 
quantity available in the well 
and make sure of readings. 

Asked about the future plans of 
Exploration Group, Sajer indi-
cated that the group has clear 
plans for the future among 
which is expanding drilling 
activities in all areas of Ku-
wait, such as Al-Reksa, Leyah 
and Nowairi, as well as along 
residential areas, farms and 
highways. He clarified that a 
comprehensive environmental 
study will be conducted in line 
with the international criteria 
of safety and security before 
and after drilling.

With regard to the national 
personnel and experiences in 
Kuwait Oil Company, he said 
KOC has integrated teams hav-
ing national experiences with 

those having Arab and foreign 
experiences, so as to enhance 
production and increase the 
strategic stock through new 
explorations in unexplored ar-
eas in the State of Kuwait. He 

added the production strategy 
necessitates adding 750,000 
bpd to production; in addition 
to adding 1.5 billion cubic feet 
daily of gas. He indicated that 
the step of achieving this pro-
duction will be fulfilled pro-
gressively. Simultaneously, 
new explorations will be con-
ducted in all areas of Kuwait 
and also in existing oilfields, 
but at greater depths that could 
not be reached and explored 
earlier. 

We have integrated 
teams composed of 

national efficient em-
ployees who are har-
nessed to enhance 

production
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Sustainable development is 
mainly based on three pillars 
— economic development, envi-
ronment management and social 
development. Kuwait Petroleum 
Corporation (KPC) has accom-
plished during the past phase 
a number of significant results 
in the aforementioned three 
fields. In addition, KPC continu-
ously seeks all opportunities to 
strengthen the concept of sus-
tainable development. Accord-
ingly, KPC recently signed a co-
operation protocol with Kuwait 
Institute for Scientific Research 
(KISR) to conduct an extensive 
study on the biodiversity along 
Kuwait Bay. 

To throw more light on the efforts 
of KPC in the field of sustainable 
development and the study on bio-
diversity, KPC World Newsletter 
interviewed Eng. Abdulraheem 
Al-Rashidi, Team Leader of Air 
Quality in KPC and Dr. Manal 
Al-Kandari, Scientific Researcher 
in Environment Research Cen-
ter, which is affiliated to Kuwait 
Institute for Scientific Research 
(KISR). 

Al-Rashidi said, “KPC expressed 
its keenness on protecting the en-
vironment through practical steps, 
which was epitomized by the sign-

ing of a cooperation agreement 
with KISR in September 2013. 
The agreement, titled ‘Diversity 
and abundance of macro-fauna in 
intertidal areas in Kuwait, is aimed 
at conducting  studies around three 
pivots. It is scheduled to be com-
pleted in 30 months and aims to 
classify the marine macro-fauna. 
Three teams have been assigned 
for this project; the first team is in 
charge of studying the classifica-

tion of marine macro-fauna found 
along the coasts and islands of Ku-
wait, especially in the intertidal ar-
eas. The second team is in charge 
of studying the marine conditions 
and the third team is tasked with 
studying and classifying birds.”

As for the practical steps that will 
be taken to conduct the study, Al-
Rashidi clarified that all data avail-
able on each specie will be regis-
tered and will include the date and 
geographic site in the intertidal 
area and the sea using the Geo-
graphic Positioning System (GPS), 
the type of the seabed, oil hydro-
carbons, the organic carbon, the 
concentration of sulfate, the tem-
perature and concentration of sa-
linity as well as planktons. More-
over, the species will be weighed 
and measured in the lab to classify 
them in line with the criteria allot-
ted in this domain.

He underlined that conducting 
such a study requires tremendous 
effort at the sites and in the labs, as 
well as experience to distinguish 
and classify macro-fauna from in-
side and outside the State of Ku-
wait. Therefore, the concerned 
teams will collect samples in win-
ter when the tide is at its calmest 
and during summer from 30 des-

Constructive collaboration between KPC and KISR

New environment project on macro-fauna among con-
tributions of KPC to sustainable development

Abdulraheem Al-Rashidi: 

We seek to establish a 
database of the coast 

near oil and non-oil 
installations



37

ignated stations located at various 
beaches of the country. The teams 
will also conduct surveys from 
six ethnographic stations through 
collecting samples of feral and 
botanical planktons and fish mag-
gots to measure the nutrients such 
as ammonia, nitrite, nitrate and 
phosphate. This is scheduled to 
be completed in two years. In ad-
dition, each sample of the macro-
fauna from the intertidal area will 
be classified and archived.  

Al-Rashidi further added that the 
study includes the marine island 
on the coasts of Kuwait from the 
south to the north. Additionally, a 
separate study will be conducted 
to assess the extent of coexistence 
of the marine birds in the intertidal 
areas throughout the year. Special 
focus will be on their propagation 
in Kubbar Island, as birds, more 
than any other organisms, are in-
fluenced with any change in the 
environment, particularly in case 
of oil leakage or persistent pollu-
tion. Another survey will be con-
ducted to classify the big marine 
macro-fauna such as shells, crabs, 
starfish, echinoids, marine worms 
and oysters in the intertidal areas.

He added the study will provide 
important findings on the seasonal 
usage of beaches by birds; besides 
the recreational value of these 
beaches as well as other criteria 
such as the existence of chalets and 
desalination stations on the beach-

es. Another step in this project in-
volves the installing of sensors in 
all Kuwaiti coastal areas to collect 
biological and chemical informa-
tion to establish a database for the 
area. Moreover, all rare species, 
especially the ones threatened by 
extinction on the international and 
regional level will be monitored. 
The study will also identify the 
scientifically important areas to 
study the environmental influence 
on these areas and to create aware-
ness among people about one of 
the most productive environments 
in the country.

 On the desired results from the 
study, Al-Rashidi made clear that 

KPC seeks to increase the soci-
ety’s awareness on the importance 
of preserving the environment, the 
biodiversity and natural resources. 
In addition, the project will help 
create a database that can pro-
vide valuable information to the 
scientific centers, institutions and 
universities to help them in their 
research on biodiversity in Ku-
wait. This helps also the concerned 
authorities to take the necessary 
precautionary steps in case any oil 
leakage takes place to protect the 
marine environment particularly in 
the intertidal area.

With regard to the efforts put forth 
to protect the Kuwaiti environ-
ment, Al-Rashidi said, KPC, pur-
suant to its 2030 strategic direc-
tions, is keen on increasing social 
awareness on environment cases, 
as well as creating a sense of re-
sponsibility among individuals to-
wards the environment, especially 
around the intertidal areas. 

In the same context, Dr. Manal Al-
Kandari, said the study is aimed at 
conducting a comprehensive sur-
vey and classification of all spe-
cies of macro-fauna  available in 
the intertidal area. This area has a 
high-diversity of marine species, 
but is also negatively impacted by 
the rapid development taking place 
along coastlines, as well as by en-
vironmental pollution or sudden 
oil leakages.

Manal Al-Kandari: Dis-
tinguished collaboration 
between KPC and KISR 
to fulfill extensive study 

on macro-fauna



38

She indicated that the macro-fauna 
include shells, oysters, lobsters, ho-
lothurians, starfish, echinoids, sea 
maggots and others. She added that 
the diversity of macro-fauna spe-
cies found along most of Kuwait’s 
coasts and islands will be docu-
mented and this will help KPC to 
conduct a specific and quantitative 
assessment on all species of macro-
fauna.

She further made clear that the 
study is aimed mainly at establish-
ing a basic database that will in-
clude oceanographic changes along 
the coastline located close to oil and 
non-oil sectors, which will enable 
the studying of chemical, physical 
and biological specifications of sea-
water around those areas.  The data-
base will thus be of help to various 
research fields in the future, while 
at the same time being an index of 
any change in biodiversity.

It will include a study on tiny or-
ganisms, such as bacteria and 
planktons, so as to enable KPC to 
assess the future changes and influ-
ences on the coastal areas located 
close to its properties, in particular 
the impact of environmental pollu-
tion, oil leakages or any changes in 
climatic conditions. This will also 
assist KPC and its subsidiaries to 
take all precautionary procedures to 
protect the marine environment.

As for the archive which will be es-
tablished after finalizing the study, 
Al-Kandari said, “After collecting 
all species of macro-fauna in proper 
manner, images will be taken from 
different angles to highlight their 
external specifications that dis-
tinguish each of them in line with 
their importance for the scientific 
classification process. After that, 
they will be placed in preserving 
substances and their data recorded 
to make an archive of all organisms 
and species of macro-fauna found 
along Kuwait’s coastline. This will 
form a bank of information to pro-
vide experts of classifications with 
the information they need; in addi-
tion, it will serve the future scien-
tific studies which are conducted on 
the level of the educational field.

She indicated that the headquarters 
of this archive will be in the Marine 
Resource Department in Environ-
ment Research Center which is affil-
iated to KISR. She further clarified 
that the study will be accompanied 
by another elaborate study to moni-
tor the birds which dwell in the in-
tertidal areas and the locations of 
the most common birds in Kuwait 
which have been identified by the 
Kuwaiti bird expert Eng. Abdulrah-
man Al-Sarhan, the Rapporteur of 
Rare Birds Committee. This study 
will focus on the bird proliferation 
season on Kubbar Island.

She went on to say that the study 
will lead to considerable results, 
among which is publishing a 
scientific atlas that includes all 
common species of macro-fauna 
that reside in the intertidal area 
of Kuwait’s coasts and islands. 
Add to this a database on the di-
versity, classification and abun-
dance of all these species and 
comparison of these species to 
the study which was conducted 
in the 1980s. 

She disclosed that an electronic 
website will be launched and an-
other application for the smart 
phones to enable researchers to 
easily find what they are search-
ing for.

Al-Kandri emphasized that such 
positive results will help in im-
proving the level of education 
among students and increasing 
awareness among those who are 
interested in this field.

Al-Kandari finally said, “Coop-
eration between KPC and KISR 
reflects the corporation’s keen-
ness on protecting environment 
and complying with the interna-
tional conventions signed in this 
regard, including the biodiver-
sity treaty that Kuwait signed in 
1992 through an initial letter, and 
stamped with its approval in Au-
gust, 2002.”

The supervising team members

From KPC:

Dr. Fatima Al-Shatti (Environment Consultant)

Eng. Abdulraheem Al-Rasheedi (Team Leader of 
Air Quality)

From KISR:

Dr. Mohsen Mohammed Al-Hosaini

Dr. Manal Abdulrahman Al-Kandari



Media Relations Dept.
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation



Focal interest ... Global reach

Over the years, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation has been a leading giant 
in the petroleum and hydrocarbon industry. Through a clear vision and 
sharp focus, KPC has become one of the world’s most respected, 
trusted and reliable suppliers of energy to the world.
Our commitment continues.
Discover more today at :  www.kpc.com.kw
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