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Al-Zour refinery is one of the 

most important development 

projects in the State of Kuwait

Al-Bairami:
KOC fixed fire-fighting systems 

are in 100 percent readiness 

KNPC wins Kuwait e-Content Award 2624

Mission
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) is a 

corporation of economic character, run on a 

commercial basis and fully owned by the State. It 

is one of the world’s major oil & gas companies 

and its activities are focused on petroleum 
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petrochemicals, and transport. KPC’s mission is 

to manage and operate these integrated activities 
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manner, in addition to growing shareholder 

value whilst ensuring the optimum exploitation 

of Kuwait hydrocarbon resources.

Vision

KPC future vision is based on the following items:
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technologies in KPC’s operations.
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Kuwait
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Al-Sanoosi:
KPC Values key support to 

improve performance and career 

relations

KNPC new petrol stations to cover 

most of  new residential areas
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Editorial

Ali Ahmad Al-Obaid
Managing Director of Corporate 

Relations & Information Technology  

Oil industry is currently confronted by several challenges led by 
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consuming countries. In addition, the recent announcement by China, 

the second largest importer of oil, to reduce energy import, and the 

continued sluggish growth in global economy that has led to sharp 

decline in oil prices, are among other issues facing the oil industry. 

Undoubtedly, oil exporting and importing countries need to cooperate 

constructively to overcome these challenges through joint visions and 

directions that include sharing knowledge and exchanging experiences, 

as well as empowering good governance, enhancing human resources 

and ensuring sustainable development in all phases of oil industry.

As one of the key players in the international oil industry, the State of 
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Moreover, Kuwait has allotted plans to develop and expand Mina 
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subsidiaries have accomplished recently.
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Kuwait National Petroleum 
�������� *!+#�-� ���� �-
nalized preparation for 
establishing 19 new petrol 
stations, which will be have 
the latest international 
standards prevailing in this 
domain. These stations will 
����
�� �� �
��
����	� ����	�
to the quality of services 
provided and will change 
the traditional view of pet-
rol stations, both in terms 
of the quality and the ser-
vices they offer.

 KNPC to

 establish

 100 petrol

stations of

international

standards
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To learn more about the KNPC 
vision to establish and develop 
petrol stations of international 
standard in the country, KPC 
World Newsletter interviewed 
Mr. Shokry Al-Mahrous, Dep-
uty CEO for Planning and Lo-
cal Marketing in KNPC, who 
began by making clear that the 
new petrol stations which the 
company intends to introduce 
will have the highest interna-
tional standards in terms of 
quality and in the level of ser-
vices they offer. 

Modern designs 

Asked about the designs of these 
new petrol stations and the ser-
vices which they will provide, 
Al-Mahrous said the designs of 

the new petrol stations are the 
result of studying in detail the 
international experiences in this 
����� ���� 	�
���� ��	� �������-
ation every aspect of customer 
interaction with such outlets. In 
addition to its aesthetic design, 
the new stations would have 
air-conditioned restrooms, hy-
gienic fast-food restaurants and 
other shops, as well as vehicle 
service centers.

He emphasized that the design 
of the new petrol stations will be 
far superior to existing stations 
in the country, whether they 
were owned by the company or 
by the private sector. 

Regarding the area-wise distri-
bution of the new stations, Al-

������� ��������� 	��	� �����
is keen on locating the new sta-
tions along all the major high-
ways and in all the newly de-
veloped areas of the country. He 
revealed that the company plans 
to establish two stations in Saad 
Al-Abdullah City, eight stations 
in Sabah Al-Ahmad City and 
�����	�	����������������������
City. In addition, new stations 
would be built in Al-Wafra resi-
dential area, northwest of Sulai-
bikhat, Abdullah Al-Mubarak 
and Al-Abdally Farms area. 
Also, the new stations will re-
place all existing old stations. 

Furthermore, he indicated that 
the area allocated for each new 
station ranges from 3,000 to 
10,000 square meters, depend-
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ing on the location of each site.

Al-Mahrous pointed out that the 
studies conducted more than 10 
������ ��� ���� �������� 	��	�
the existing 125 petrol stations 
����� �	� ��!�����	� 	� ���	� 	���
demand, and that at least 200 
stations would be needed to 
meet the demand of increased 
vehicles in the country. He 
added that if these studies are 
�"��	��� 	� ��#��	� 	��� ������	�
	��!��� ������$� �����	� �����
currently need between 250 to 
300 petrol stations. 

He stressed that Local Market-
ing Sector at KNPC is working 
in line with the strategic direc-
tions of Kuwait Petroleum Cor-
poration’s (KPC), to provide 
more petrol stations in order to 
cope with the increasing num-
ber of vehicles. Accordingly, the 
company plans to build 19 new 
petrol stations as per the new 
������� �"������	���$� ������ ��%�
stations that are currently being 

built will follow the old design. 
Together, these outlets will take 
the total number of petrol sta-
tions in the country to 150.

He added that the long-term 
plan of Local Marketing Sector 
is to build 100 more new sta-
tions in the near-future to take 
the total number of petrol out-
lets to 250 and then a study will 
be conducted to fully assess the 
need for more petrol stations in 
the country.

Referring to the schedule for 
establishing these stations, 
Al-Mahrous indicated that the 
��"���� ���� �������� �����&���
the primary designs of the sta-
	���$�	��������������	������	���
implementation schedule. The 
implementation of the project 
is expected to begin within six 
months of signing the contract 
with the design consultant and 
the actual building activities are 
slated to start in 2016. 

Elaborating on the petrol sta-
tions established in the State 
of Kuwait, he said the current 
privatization of these stations 
was generally good, in terms 
of the quality of service being 
provided to the consumer. How-
ever, he added, “Some people 
may wonder why the company 
would want to build new pet-
rol stations in view of the fact 
that these stations could be 
privatized in the future. In fact, 
the goal behind building these 
stations is to meet the current 
needs of the consumer and to 
provide them with the best ser-
vices. Nonetheless, if a law is 
issued to privatize these stations 
in the future, the company will 
not have any objections as long 
as the private stations agree to 
follow the rules prescribed in 
the privatization law. However, 
the company cannot ignore the 
increasing complaints from con-
sumers about the heavy jam at 
some petrol stations, especially 
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Al -Mahrous:
KNPC 
new petrol 
stations 
to cover 
most new 
residential 
areas

those located along highways 
where the queue sometimes ex-
tends on to the motorways. It is 
with the aim of reducing such 
long queues and providing bet-
ter service to consumers, that 
the company decided to build 
new petrol stations.” 

He went on to note that privati-
zation operations are carried out 
in accordance with certain laws 
and regulations, and it cannot be 
determined at this time wheth-
er more petrol stations will be 
privatized in the future. In the 
meantime, the company is ex-
erting every effort to ensure the 
consumers are provided with the 
best services. 

Solar energy

Al-Mahrous further disclosed 
that solar energy will be widely 
used in providing energy to op-
erate the new petrol stations. 
The use of solar energy will 
help in conserving energy and 
is part of KNPC’s attempts to 
reduce pressure on the Minis-

try of Electricity and Water in 
providing power to the public. 
This will also assist in reducing 
the amount of gas emissions 
and help in controlling green-
house warming.

Fuel imprint 

With regard to KNPC efforts to 
control the operations of smug-
������!���$��������������������
that the company is preparing a 
"�'��	� 	� ��"�	� ���� �%� *!����
imprinting’ on oil products in its 
Sabhan and Al-Ahmadi stores 
to help identify its clients and 
to distinguish the products for 
each group of clients.

He went on to clarify that the 
*!���� ��"���	���+� ����� �����-
cal substances with special 
properties that cannot be eas-
ily removed and can be quickly 
����	����� ��� ����� 	��� "����	�
is mixed with other products. 
This substance can be easily 
recognized through simple ex-
amination on the roadside and 
the results of such tests can be 

used as legal evidence in case 
any violations are committed. 
This also helps to identify the 
source of the fuel in case it is 
being smuggled.

/�� "��	��� �	� 	��	� 	��� *!����
imprinting’ would help to con-
trol smuggling of fuel out of 
the country and from selling 
it illegally in the country. He 
added that KNPC is keen on 
differentiating its fuel so as to 
be able to identify it and trace 
its origins, especially in the 
wake of allegations from some 
motor companies that KNPC’s 
fuel was damaging the engine 
!�	�������������4�7���*!������-
print’ will enable the company 
to disprove such allegations by 
examining the fuel and identi-
fying its source.

He concluded by revealing that 
the proposed project will be im-
plemented by the end of 2016, 
as the project feasibility studies 
���� �	�� ��������� ��	�� ����� ��-
����������������&��4
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 Fadhel Al-Faraj: Q8 Aviation achieves
highest financial results in its history

The progressive development achieved by 

Q8Aviation, a subsidiary of Q8 (Kuwait Petroleum 

International) in recent years has been strengthened 

by the support of Kuwait Petroleum Corporation. 
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volume of Q8Aviation’s jet fuel sales increased by 
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also show that the company achieved a growth in 
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 Q8 Aviation expanding sales by adding
15 airports to its network

���������	�
���
���������

7�	������������	���8:����	��+��	��������������-
ments, KPC World Newsletter interviewed Mr. Fadel 
Abdulaziz Al-Faraj, Managing Director Global Busi-
ness. Al-Faraj began by asserting that despite the 
tough circumstances prevailing in European markets, 
Q8Aviation’s team has managed to achieve remark-
�������������������	��	��������!����������	���	�
to deliver its strategic objectives.

He said, “Although the demand for jet fuel has remained 
stable during the years between 2011 and 2014, Q8Avi-
ation has managed to double its market share in both the 
United Kingdom and France. These are our two largest 
���
�	������ =����"������� 	������� 	��	���	�!� 	���
product was supplied by KPC. Figures show that during 
this period Q8Aviation succeeded in obtaining 57 per 

cent of the jet fuel market in UK from Kuwait and 54 
per cent in the French market.”

Pointing out that these achievements are especially 
noteworthy in view of the fact that there has not been 
any increase in the number of employees, Al-Faraj 
noted that Q8Aviation sells around seven billion liters 
of jet fuel annually with just 80 employees.  This is 
the equivalent of each employee selling about 87 mil-
lion liters of jet fuel every year.

Al-Faraj stated “that these achievements can be at-
tributed to the company’s adoption of standardised 
���	���� ���� "��������� ������ ������� 	��� �!�����	�
management of the complexities in our market-
"����4��7�������������	��������	��	����"���#�%�����	�
any changes in the market conditions and to achieve 
the best outcome.
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 Q8 Aviation’s sales of jet fuel increases by

14 percent during fiscal year 2014/2015
�	���� 	��	� �������� ��� 	��� ?��"���� �������� ���	��
was a factor behind Q8Aviation’s growing sales, Al-
Faraj explained. “Kuwait Petroleum Corporation has 
�����		���!���	������������	������������������	�
increase its market share in the European market as 
the region became increasingly dependent on its im-
ports of jet fuel.”

Increasing sales

Referring to the steps that Q8Aviation took from 2011 
to 2014 to increase its sales, Al-Faraj highlighted that 
the company launched two important initiatives in 
	����"����4�7������	������������	�������������	�������
market share at main airport hubs, such as Heathrow 
in London, Charles De Gaulle in Paris, Frankfurt Air-
port in Germany and Schiphol Airport in Amsterdam, 
to provide safe and sustainable outlets for its prod-
ucts. This required reinforcing its imports and there-
fore the company strengthened its activities in import 
facilities at the Rotterdam Port in the Netherlands, Le 
Havre Port in France, Avonmouth Dock in the UK 

and Koper Port in Slovenia. The company’s second 
initiative was to seek to expand its supply beyond the 
main airport hubs and to extend its supply to regional 
airlines. Over this period between 2011 to 2014 Q8A-
viation added 15 new regional airports to its network 
thereby increasing its sales and market share, and its 
engagement with its airline customer base.

@��������� 8:����	��+�� ��������� �� ���� ������-
������	����	���J	�	��!������	�������=������������-
��	������?��"�$����V���'���������	��	�8:����	���
sources its jet fuel requirements for southern Italy 
!���	�������&&�@������$������������=�������XY�"���
cent share. It also takes some of its requirements from 
	���?��"�	�@����������	�����	��������4�/�����$�
����
��	�������&&�@������$��������������������	���-
nologically sophisticated and therefore capable of ef-
�����	��� ��������� ����������� ���� �������� �"����
with incessant change, many smaller and less sophis-
	���	��� ���������� ���� ��!��	��� ��� ����������� 	��	�
hinder them from competing effectively.
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 The company’s sales of jet fuel are about

7 billion liters per year
Storage facilities  

Commenting on the company’s storage facilities and 
operations, Al-Faraj said that the storage facilities in 
Rotterdam, Le Havre, Avonmouth, Koper and Syd-
ney, are all owned and operated by third party stor-
age organisations. This is in line with the company’s 
�	��	����	�����������	�������	���	�����%�������	������
utilise modern storage facilities operated by profes-
sional independent operators.

Asked about environmental criteria, Al-Faraj con-
������	��	�8:����	������		���������		���	�	�����-
vironmental standards set by KPI, which in turn are 
determined by the policies of KPC. In addition, Q8A-
viation diligently seeks to maintain these standards 
in all of its operations, including those conducted by 
third parties at its storage facilities and by its sec-
ondary transportation service providers. Regarding 
KPC’s new mega projects, especially the Clean Fuel 
Project, Q8Aviation is already actively looking at de-
veloping additional sales opportunities in Europe to 

support the increased production further, in line with 
the long term strategic plan.

Al-Faraj further pointed out that Q8Aviation is a guar-
��	�� ������� !� 	��� ���	� =��"��	��� Z��"� [�=Z\$�
which is the independent Aviation industry body that 
sets standards for jet fuel operations. Q8Aviation is also 
an active member of both the Energy Institute (EI) and 
International Air Transport Association (IATA), where 
key staff members lead important industry work groups 
to improve the safe storage and handling of jet fuel.

“Q8Aviation works in close partnership with all of our 
colleagues in the International Marketing Sector in 
KPC.  We fully appreciate the extensive support pro-
vided by KPC. This collaboration and support helps 
Q8Aviation to expand its activities in Europe. We are 
also proud to be Europe’s biggest importer of jet fuel 
and we look forward to further reinforcing the collabo-
ration between Q8Aviation and KPC to increase Ku-
wait’s market share in the European and Asian markets 
in the future,” said Al-Faraj in conclusion.
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 KUFPEC

 provides

 technology

 in support

of increas-

ing produc-

 tion to 4

million bpd

 KUFPEC transforms from investment
arm into strategic link

 KUFPEC transforms from investment
arm into strategic link
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at transforming it from just a foreign investment arm 

of Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC), to a strategic 

�
��� ���� 	��� �������	
��� ��� 	��� 
�	����	
����� �������

This remodeling is aimed at providing the Kuwaiti oil 

sector with its increasing needs for gas, as well as 

introducing advanced technologies needed to overcome 

challenges faced by KPC in enhancing oil production 

from three million to four million barrels per day.

 The planned transformation is 

��������	������"�����������	���]�

	��� ���	� ��� 	� "�������� �%��� ���

and gas reserves so as to increase 

the country's hydrocarbon reserve 

ceiling and to form partnerships 

with international companies 

specialized in oil and gas opera-

tions. The second initiative is to 

buy the hydrocarbon assets of 

other companies after estimating 

their reserves and evaluating their 

projects and other technical mat-

ters. This direction will also aim 

to achieve integration between 

the new assets and those assets 

already with KUFPEC. The third 

direction is to become a basic op-

erator in the various projects that 

the company undertakes so as to 

������� �	� 	� �!�����	��� ���	� 	���

requirements of KPC and its sub-

sidiaries, especially by transfer-

ring experiences, knowledge and 

latest international oil technolo-

gies to Kuwaiti oil companies.

 KUFPEC

 provides

 technology

 in support

of increas-

ing produc-

 tion to 4

million bpd
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 Kaybob Duvernay

 It is in line with these strategic 

directions that KUFPEC acquired 

a 30 percent share in the Cana-

dian Kaybob Duvernay project, 

through its wholly owned sub-

sidiary, KUFPEC Canada. The 

330,000 acre Kaybob Duvernay 

project is 70 percent owned and 

operated by Chevron Canada, an 

�!����	��!��������=�	����	����4�

 The project area, which forms 

part of the liquid-rich shale re-

sources of Duvernay forma-

tion is located at Fox Creek in 

Canada's Alberta State, about 

290km from the state capital of 

Edmonton. KUFPEC Canada 

���������	�_"���	������������	�

with Chevron Canada, which is 

currently undertaking horizontal 

drilling and completion opera-

tions in the Duvernay basin. 

 Phases of achieving the project

 In 2014, two giant drilling equip-

ment drilled four wells in the 

project site to reach the targeted 

depth. In addition, two more wells 

are expected to be drilled by the 

end of 2015. It is noteworthy that 

average production from 11 wells 

at the site reached 1,365 barrels of 

oil equivalent during 2014, with 

KUFPEC's share being 409.5 bar-

rels of oil equivalent.

 However, the primary impor-

tance of Kaybob Duvernay lies in 

the project's potential, with ini-

tial well production rates of 7.5 

million cubic feet of natural gas 

and 1,300 barrels of condensate 

daily. In addition, the project will 

also undertake shale gas explora-

tions, which will enable KUPEC 

to gain valuable experience and 

access to advanced technologies 

that can then be shared with KPC 

and its subsidiaries.
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oil by 2020 and maintaining this level of production until 2030, as 

well as producing 1.7 billion cubic feet of non-associated gas by 

6767����
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���������	����	��	�������!���
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Petroleum Corporation, to produce 1 billion cubic feet of non-

associated gas and around 700,000bpd of crude oil through 

production operations. 

Seismic survey covers 25 percent of Kuwait’s area

 Al-Edan: Seismic survey is one of giant
projects that KOC implements
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Al-Edan went on to indicate that 
the group diligently seeks to in-
crease the number of geological 
and geophysical studies that it 
conducts with the aim of develop-
ing exploration and drilling plans. 
He added that, during the past 
���� �����$� 	��� ���"� �����	���
several 2D and 3D seismic sur-
veys, in addition to other studies 
to examine and analyze the vari-
ous geophysical data collected.

With reference to the seismic 
surveys that KOC recently con-
ducted and its goals, Al-Edan 
��������� 	��	� 	��� ��"���� ��-
cently completed a precise 3D 
seismic survey covering the 
north of Kuwait. This survey, 
considered one of the largest 
such surveys in the world, was 
aimed at developing the gas 
������ ���������� ��� 	��� �������
of last decade.

This survey helped explore and 
improve production operations 
of not only the relatively shal-
low Cretaceous-era reservoirs, 
��	� ���� 	��� ���"��� �������������
reservoirs at depths of around 
15,000 feet and the Permian-
era reservoirs at depths of over 
20,000 feet.

Indicting that the seismic sur-
vey activities covered an area of 
around 4,500 square kilometers 
of Kuwait, or roughly 25 percent 
of the country’s area, Al-Edan 
���������	��	�?%"���	���Z��"�
currently applies the latest, high-
ly-accurate, digital single-sen-

sor seismic survey technology. 
More than 220,000 single-sen-
sor channels, the highest num-
ber ever utilized in this industry, 
were deployed in this survey. He 
went on to note that the use of 
such an unprecedented number 
of sensors led to the recording 
of over 5,000 gigabytes (GB) of 
data daily that served the com-
pany’s multiple objectives in ex-
ploration and development. 

He revealed that the group had 
now completed the collection 
and processing of this data and 
is currently analyzing and inter-
preting the data in order to pre-
pare detailed geological models 
that will help further develop 
	����%"������������$������������
identify plans for the exploration 
���� ��������� !� 	��� ��������� ����
Cretaceous era reservoirs.

In reply to the question on the 
off-shore area and the suspen-
sion of explorations in that zone, 
Al-Edan replied that the marine 
zone is one of the promising ar-
eas in terms of its oil potential. 
`�	�	������
�!���!�����	�������-
curate data on the zone earlier, 
meant that its commercial value 
could not be accurately assessed.

However, recent studies, us-
ing the latest 2D seismic survey 
technology and using receivers 
on the seabed, marked the be-
ginning of full exploration of 
marine areas that are under the 
purview of KOC. 

Al-Edan noted that the data from 
the seismic study has now been 
processed and the group is in the 
process of developing detailed 
geological maps of the Creta-
��������������������������������

 Good results yielded from newly-explored
 wells in north of Minagish oilfield
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in order to identify 15 explora-
tion wells that will help achieve 
KOC’s strategic goals, epito-
mized by increasing, both its 
production and its oil reserves.

He added that the ambitious 
drilling plans allotted for the 
offshore region includes seven 
exploration wells to identify 
��������� ���� ���������� ���� :�
exploration wells to detect Cre-
taceous era reservoirs. The drill-
ing operations, which are slated 
to start at the beginning of 2017, 
are expected to continue for six 
to eight years. 

Clarifying the role of seismic 
surveys in further developing 
"�������� �������$� ���?����
�����	��	�`������_������$����!�
	��� ��	� ��"�	��	� ��� ������ ���
Kuwait and the second largest 
������� ��� 	��� ����$� ��	�������
several traditional seismic sur-
veys in the past. In one such 
survey, conducted in 1995, over 
1,200 single sensors were used 
to collect data. 

He added that Exploration 
Group is currently conducting 
one of the most important 3D 
seismic surveys of the Burgan 
����$����������	�����	�����������
which covers over 2,500 square 
kilometers.  It is worth mention-
ing that about 115,000 sensors 
are being used in the survey to 
collect highly accurate data, es-
pecially from reservoirs of the 
Cretaceous era.  

Regarding the different kinds 
of geophysical surveys by Ex-
ploration Group, Al-Edan dis-
closed that in 2013 the group 
conducted an airborne gravity 
and magnetic survey of Kuwait. 
This survey is one of the most 

important geophysical assess-
ments undertaken by the group 
and the results, integrated with 
surface seismic surveys, pro-
vide accurate imaging of deep 
Paleozoic reservoirs and a map-
ping of basement relief, which 
would help reduce elements of 
risk and assist in taking appro-
priate action while identifying 
oil and gas reservoirs. 

Highlighting the future proj-
ects of the group, he said that 
Exploration Group has worked 
relentlessly to come up with 
new plans in line with continu-
ous technological progress tak-
ing place in this field. He re-
vealed that the group intends 
to conduct a 3D seismic survey 
of Boubyan Island and the sur-
rounding shallow waters.

{|�� ����� �����&��� 	��� 	���������
plans for this survey and a bud-
get for this has also been referred 
to the concerned authorities,” Al-
Edan said. He went on to indicate 
	��	� 	��� ���"� ���� ���� �����&���
a specialized 3D seismic survey, 
�������������������	������	�!��	��

kind in the entire region, for the 
western areas of the country. 

He went on to say that Explora-
tion Group intends to carry out a 
3D seismic survey of the transi-
tion zone where the probability 
!� ������� ����������� ��� �����
high. In addition, the group is 
preparing to conduct a 3D seismic 
������� �� ������������ ������$�
}���Z������������$����������-
��������������~���!�������4

As for the new oil explorations 
and the phases of developing 
them, Al-Edan said, “Despite 
the challenges which the group 
face in identifying drilling loca-
tions, the results are very good 
as they led to the exploration of 
	����� ���� �������� ��� ���	� ��-
wait, to the north of Minagish 
������$� ������� �����$� }���
Al-Rous and Rexa.

��	������� 	��� �������� !� 	���
group, he said that they explored 
light oil (API 46°-43°) in Mart 
������ !� 	��� ������������$� ������

A magnetic map for the State of Kuwait

 Marine area
 is promising…

 exploration
survey activi-

 ties prepared
in this area
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led to additional stocks of oil and 
����������������	�����"��	���
!��%"���	���!�	������������4�

|�	�� ������� 	� 	��� �������� !�
the north area, he pointed out 
that the group discovered new 
reservoirs in Al-Raudhatain, 
Baheeth and Umm Niqa. This 
discovery could also point to the 
presence of other new reservoirs 
and would help the company’s 
2030 strategy and goals, which 
are aimed at increasing the 
country’s hydrocarbon produc-
tion and reserves.

He further added that it was the 
���	� 	���� 	��	� ����	� ��� ��	�� ���
API 40° rating quality was ex-
"�����������@�����	����������4�
Despite the high temperatures 
���� "��������� ����	���� ������-
cant challenges to the group, the 
geological studies and analysis 
indicate that the explored res-
ervoirs contain huge amounts 
of oil and gas which will sig-
������	�����	�������"����	���
!���	����������4

For example, huge quantities of 
high-quality light oil (API40°) 

were discovered in Baheeth 
from the Al-Ratawi layer and 
studies are being conducted to 
assess the nature and capabili-
ties and this reservoir. Moreover, 
the Lower Fares reservoir, dis-
covered in Umm Niqa area, was 
distinguished by the presence 
of huge quantities of heavy oil 
(API 18°), however, this neces-
sitates the use of non-traditional  
methods of production.

Asked about the operations in-
volved in developing the gas 
������ ������ ����� �����	��� ���-
covered, Al-Edan said Explora-
tion Group has recently handed 
over the Sudairah and Liyah 
�������� 	� Z��� �����"���	�
Group to improve production, 
��� 	���� ���� ��"�	��	� ��������
������ "������ ��������� ����
from Najma and Sarjlo reser-
voirs. Moreover, the group is 
currently conducting intense 
geophysical and geological sur-
veys to assess the hydrocarbon 
capabilities of the reservoirs of 

the Permian era and to investi-
gate its potential for producing 
non-associated gas.

With regard to the latest devel-
"���	�������	�����������$����
Edan noted that in 2009, during 
the celebrations to mark its 75th 
anniversary of establishment, 
KOC had announced the explo-
ration of Middle Mart reservoir 
��� ��	����� ������� ��� ��	����	�
of Kuwait. The production from 
	��������������������	�����	���	-
ed at 80,000bpd of light oil and 
110 million cubic feet of gas. 

“Since then, the Exploration 
Group has been keen on assessing 
these reservoirs by digging sev-
eral exploratory wells to join the 
wells that produce gas. It is also 
assessing the Najma and Sarjlo 
reservoirs and conducting geo-
logical and geophysical studies 
on other hydrocarbon reservoirs, 
���������� 	������~�����$����/�	��
and Al-Qataniya,” he noted.

Asked about the role of national 
personnel involved in carrying 
out the huge projects that the 
Exploration Group implements, 
Al-Edan said that KOC pays spe-
cial attention to its manpower 
in all phases of exploration; the 
company is therefore keen on 
conducting specialized internal 
and external training courses and 
workshops, in coordination with 
international oil companies and 
organizations, as well as authori-
ties, such as the American Asso-
ciation of Petroleum Geologists. 
In addition, the company is keen 
on its employees attending inter-
national conferences and submit-
	���������	����"�"�������	����%"�-
��	����������������	������!��	���
national personnel to successfully 
carry out its strategic goals. 

 High quality
light oil

 discovered
 for the first

time in Al-
Rawdhatain

oilfield



KPC WORLD18

Al-Zour refinery is one of key
development projects in Kuwait

5�GX���������������@��	�
���������	������	�
����	��	����@��	��

in Kuwait's mega development plans. The project, which will 

�����	� 
�� ���� 	��� ����Z�� ������	� ������
��� ���
��� �� ����
���

�����
	�����B;?�777������	�����
�
	��	�����������
�����
���

of crude oil, is also major pillar in the KPC 2030 strategic plan. 

For more information about the project, KPC World Newsletter 


�	���
���� $���� !���
� 5�G5���
�� H������]� 5�GX����

#��@��	�����������
���	��	�	������������
����������������	���

�����������	�	
��������
	��
�������
��	�����
	������	�66?�777���

of environmentally friendly low-sulfur fuel oil. Moreover, the 

project will be a strategic outlet for Kuwait's heavy oil as the 

���������
����������	�����
��G_���
	�������	�����������	�



19KPC WORLD

Asked about the main goals of the project, Al-Awa-
�����������	�����"����!����]

������������	����������%�������	�!�!������	����
low sulfur content of less than 1percent, as per the 
requirements of Ministry of Electricity and Water.

�� =�"������ 	��� �����	�� !� ���� ��� ��������� 	���
amount of harmful gas emissions.

�� 7�
���� "��	� ��� �!!��	������ ����!������ �����	��
economy by encouraging participation of the private 
���	�����	����������������"���	����!�	����������4

�� @���	���&���� 	��� ������ !� ��	���� ���	��� �����
the project.

���������������'��""�	���	����!�������	����	�&���4

��@������������	�� ��������� ����"�������� ����	�
products in the second phase of the project, planned 
for the future.

�������������Y$YYY�"��!�����������	��"�	������
"����	�� ��� ����� ��	�� ��	����	����� �"������	����
and standards set by global markets.

��������������	��	�������	����	�����!	���	������		����
����!����J��������������4

Al-Awadhi emphasized that time plays a critical 
role in the oil industry; therefore, the sooner the 
�������� "�'��	� ��� ��"�����	��$� 	��� ���� ��-
����������	��	���J	�	��!������	����������$�����
the more quickly the environment of the country 
will improve. He indicated the power stations are 

currently provided with fuel oil having sulfur con-
tent as high as about 4 percent, which increases the 
harmful emission of sulfur into the atmosphere. 

/�����������	��	���	���������""���	�����������
constructions coming up all around, the increase in 
�������!������	����	�����������	������~�������-
ery a vital project for the State of Kuwait.

/�������� 	��	����~�������������������������'��
��"��	���������������"���	��������	�����	�������-
cated appropriately and it has been designed in ac-
cordance with a special study conducted to assess 
the risks and environmental costs of the project. He 
���������	��	�	����������������������������	�������-
est desulfurization complex in the world and have a 
hydrogenation treatment unit to produce high-qual-
�	������������"���	���?��"�����"������	���4�=����-
��	��$�	������������������������	����	���������
system and its equipment are treated with special 
coatings that resist corrosion.

Furthermore, he revealed that the latest digital 
����� ��	��� 	���������� ����� ��� �""����� ��� 	���
project to identify any defect. This would include 
���	����	��	������������""�����!��	������	�	�������
Kuwait National Petroleum Company, such as an 
electrical network system that regularly monitors, 
analyses and reports on the performance of the re-
�����4�/��������	��	�	���������������������������
to recycle almost all of the waste water resulting 
!�����������"���	���4

Khalid Al-Awadhi: Al-Zour refinery designed to be the 
world's largest refinery established in a single phase
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 Al-Zour refinery is able to refine various kinds
of oil and provides fuel oil with low sulfur

=�����	����	��	�	������������������������	�������-
pacity of around 6.5 million bpd of fuel with low 
���!�����	��	$��������������������	��	�	������"��-
ity would be double the current capacity. This, he 
said, would allow the country to have a strategic 
stock of fuel to meet local needs at any time. More-
���$�	�����������������������""�����	�����!�	���
most effective sulfur recovery units in order to 
maintain the stability of production operations. In 
addition, the project also includes export utilities 
!�����������	�����$�����������������	��������������
for exporting liquid products.

With reference to the project's implementation 
schedule, Al-Awadhi pointed out that, in line with 
KPC directives, KNPC has received the required 
approvals to sign contracts  for all the main parcels 
of the project. Accordingly, the contract signing 
process is likely to take place in October 2015 and 

the construction and operation phases of the project 
are expected to be completed by November 2019. 

Regarding the main reactors and separation vessels 
!��	����������$��������������������	��	�!����-
��������YY����	������������Y�Y$�	�����"��������
already received the 36 reactor units and six sepa-
��	������������������!��	����������4�7��������	��
are now stored in Al Shuaiba industrial area and 
will be delivered to the contractor of parcel number 
1, as shown in the table below.

Asked about the consortiums involved in estab-
�������� 	��� �������� ���� 	��� ��	���	���� ���� "�������
assigned to each consortium, Al-Awadhi said they 
were selected and their activities and parcels as-
signed after receiving approval from the Central 
Tenders Committee and the concerned committees 
������4�7�����������!����]�
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���������� ������� ��������� 	��	� 	��� "�'��	� �����
provide job opportunities for Kuwaiti personnel, 
including for new graduates, who will undergo in-
tensive training courses conducted in cooperation 
with international companies. The project will also 

provide work for operators of various units and 
	�������������������������������4�/�����������������
	��	� ����� ���J������� �������� ��� ����	������ ���	�
down, the employees there would be absorbed by 
	��������������4�

Activities ConsortiumParcel

Major manufacturing units, including crude oil distil"

lation units, desulfurization units, naphtha, kerosene 

and diesel treating units, and saturated gas processing 

units 

(1���-�	��	
��2�����
��3���

M/s. Sinopec Engg.

M/s. Hanwha Engg. & Const. Corp.

1

Units to support manufacturing, including hydrogen 

production units, recovery units, sulfur manufactur"

ing units and exhaust gases treating units  as well as 

security units

M/s. Fluor Ltd.

M/s. Hyundai Heavy Industries Co.

M/s. Daewoo Engineering & Construction  

2

Utilities, services and infrastructure

M/s. Fluor Ltd.

M/s. Hyundai Heavy Industries Co.

M/s. Daewoo Engineering & Construction

3

Stores 
(1���3
�����3����

(1���9��
�����*�	���:�������
4 

 Marine export utilities

M/s. Hyundai Engg. & Const.

(1���3
�����3���

M/s. SK Engg. & Const.

5
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Deputy Managing Director of Corporate 

Planning in Kuwait Petroleum Corporation 

(KPC) Mrs. Wafaa’ Al-Za’abi, launched 

the ‘KPC Values’ initiative saying it aimed 

	�� �������� 	��� �������%�� ����� ���	�����

in line with KPC 2030 strategic directions. 

Accordingly, a team, headed by Mr. Fahad 

Nouri, Manager of Research and Technology, 

has been formed to carry out various initiatives 

������������������
��	��}������������������

training and development, questionnaires, and 

media vision.

Al-Sanoosi: KPC Values are a key pillar that
promotes performance, career and human relations

To throw more light on the initia-

tive, KPC World Newsletter in-

	��������� ��4� ������ ���J����$�

Manager of Public Relations and 

Media Department, who empha-

��&��� 	��	� 	��� *���� ������+� ����

considered a major tool to enhance 

understanding and communication 

between administration of any in-

stitution and its personnel regard-

ing the logical bases of work. The 

values are also a strong means of 

helping to achieve development, 

as the goals and criteria involved 

moves the human energy towards 

achievement and progress.

Media campaign 

Expanding on the launch of the 

���������"�����!������������$�

Al-Sanoosi said that a clear plan 

was developed in collaboration 

with the concerned teams and the 

one-year campaign period was 

divided into four parts. He added 

that the activities involved all 

KPC subsidiaries and were imple-

mented in parallel across the entire 

Kuwaiti oil sector.
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/�����������	��	�	����������������

KPC and its subsidiaries have ap-

proved are essential to improve 

performance, practices and behav-

ior, as well as career and human 

����	���$� ��� ����� 	� !������ ����

strategic directions which are de-

rived from the vision, mission and 

goals of KPC. 

Indicating these values include 

integrity, partnership, motivation, 

#�%�����	�$���"��	��	���
���$��%-

cellence and commitment to HSE 

and society, Al-Sanoosi empha-

sized that the success of incor-

porating the culture of these val-

���� ����� ��#��	� "��	������ �� 	���

corporation’s work. H added that 

this work culture is also aimed at 

spreading multiple concepts, such 

as providing long-term partner-

ships that support development 

and enhance operational excel-

lence, as well as delivering an ap-

"�"���	����
����������	�������

with cooperation, loyalty and spir-

it of teamwork. 

“This culture also helps to 

enhance other concepts, 

including dealing with 

people on the basis of 

trust, respect, justice, 

transparency, credi-

bility and responsibil-

ity, as well as profes-

sionalism and corporate concern, 

particularly in such cases which 

serve the public good. Added to 

this is the ability to take calculat-

ed risks and to accept innovation, 

while complying with the health, 

safety, security and environment 

criteria to provide an appropriate 

work environment.”

Tremendous efforts

With regard to the mechanism 

of implementing the media cam-

paign to create awareness about 

���� ������$� ���J����� ����$�

“First of all, I would like to ex-

press appreciation to the team in 

charge of the campaign for their 

diligent efforts. The team, which 

comprises of 12 individuals from 

KPC and its subsidiaries, is di-

vided into three sub-teams, one 

for publications, one for social 

communications and one for ex-

hibitions. The three sub-teams 

�������� �!�����	��� 	� ��������

the goals of the campaign through 

their constructive cooperation and 

the clear vision they applied 

during the campaign.

They also held several 

meetings to discuss the 

various ideas to be im-

plemented during the 

���"����$����������%����

banners and guidance billboards 

in the various utilities of KPC 

and subsidiaries. They also held 

communication with employees 

through the intranet and social 

media websites.”

With reference to coordination 

with KPC’s subsidiaries and the 

challenges which the team faced 

during the campaign, the man-

ager of Public Relations and Me-

dia Department pointed out that 

the advent of the holy month of 

Ramadan and summer vacations 

were some of the major chal-

lenges which the team confronted. 

Nevertheless, the team was deter-

mined to overcome all challenges 

������	��������������	��!�����	-

ly carry out its assigned tasks and 

repeat the successes that KPC sub-

sidiaries are achieving on all lev-

els. Consequently, all sub-teams 

were keen on bolstering coordina-

tion and communication with each 

	���� 	� !������ 	��� 	��
��!�����	���

and on time.

Goals 

Asked about goals targeted during 

the media campaign, the Al-Sanoo-

si indicated that the main goal of 

the campaign was to incorporate 

and enhance work values and eth-

ics among employees, in addition 

to bringing about a positive change 

in line with the strategic directions 

of KPC and its subsidiaries. The 

campaign is also aimed to enhance 

the spirit of teamwork among em-

ployees of the oil sector, as well as 

to underpin the ideal work environ-

ment in KPC and its subsidiaries.
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Distinguished achievement added to the series of its fulfillments

KNPC wins Kuwait e-Content Award
 Manager of Information Technology Department at Kuwait National 

Petroleum Company (KNPC), Mr. Abdulaziz Ahmad Al-Duaij expressed 

his delight over the company winning the e-Content Award, instituted by 

	���!���
	�E����	
�������5��������	����"�
������*!E5"-��
��
	����	��

���������67;?��

 He emphasized that the award re-
#��	�� 	��� ��"���+�� ����������
to the principles of transparency 
in commercial dealings in the oil 
sector. It also highlights the com-
pany’s ability to keep abreast of 

latest developments in this do-
main on the international and re-
gional level, and its capability to 
compete effectively in this age of 
knowledge economy.

 To learn more about the award 
and its importance for the oil 
sector in general and KNPC in 
particular, KPC World Newslet-
ter interviewed Al-Duaij, who 
pointed out that this is the sec-
ond consecutive time that KNPC 
has been selected to receive the 
award and this demonstrates the 
company’s digital leadership and 
��#��	�� "��	������ �� �	�� �����
locally, regionally and interna-
tionally. He went on to add that 
winning the award for e-Sourcing 

Portal project serves the national 
economy and allows the company 
to effect quick and vital commu-
����	��� ������� 	� !������ 	��
��
related to various stages of com-
mercial tenders. 

 He indicated that KNPC had won 
the award last year for its excel-
lence in the system for issuing 
������� ���	����	�� ����	��������$�
which came into force in 2011 
and was subsequently adopted by 
major companies and government 
institutions in Kuwait. He went 
on to point out that KFAS, which 
sponsors the award, has a distinct 
status as it enjoys the patronage of 
His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sa-
�������������������������J����4
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 |�	���������	�	��������	�������
the company gained from par-
ticipating in the competition, 
Al-Duaij said the spirit of hon-
est competition and profession-
al challenge among various sec-
tors of information technology 
(IT) during the contest is a main 
�����	$� ��� �	� ���������� 	���
company’s IT personnel to do 
their best and accomplish even 
more achievements.

 Asked about the e-Sourcing Por-
tal project, he replied that the sig-
���������!�	���"�'��	���������	���
fact that it enables the company to 
respond quickly to inquiries from 
other authorities and to speed-
ily complete all requirements of 
various phases of its commercial 
tenders, thereby serving national 
interests. He stressed that us-
ers trust the services offered by 
the portal because of its security 
technologies, which are designed 
to protect all the information en-
tered into the system.

 He pointed out that KNPC is the 
���� ��	���������	� 	��	� #�	��
tenders valued up to KD5 mil-
lion online and this reiterates the 
principle of transparency that the 
company adopts. He pointed out 

that in the past eight years the 
system has been able to success-
fully handle tens of thousands of 
tenders online. 

 Highlighting another merit of 
the e-Sourcing Portal, Al-Duaij 
said that the system supports all 
types of devices, including smart 
phones and electronic tablets 
and allows private companies to 
follow up on their tenders quick-
ly and easily from anywhere and 
at any time.

 Al-Duaij further pointed out that 
the e-Sourcing Portal Project is 
remarkable achievement that has 
been made possible through the 
diligent efforts and cooperation 
of all employees of the Infor-
mation Technology department 
and Commercial department. He 
added the team in charge of su-
pervising the e-Sourcing Portal 
is composed of Mr. Abdulaziz 
Al-Duaij, as a general supervi-
sor for the project, Mr. Bassam 
Al-Shimmari, Team Leader of 
Comprehensive Applications as a 
manager for the project, Mr. Nabil 
Haider, Technical Coordinator for 
the project, and Mr. Hussein Al-
Ashwak, Systems Analyst, who is 
in charge of coordinating among 

the various sections of the com-
pany and overcoming any hurdles 
in the functioning of the system.

 Asked about the new projects 
which KNPC intends to launch 
in the coming phase, Al-Duaij 
revealed that the company will 
soon announce a number of new 
projects among which is a new 
���	���!� *J������� ==+$������� ���
an infrastructure system that sup-
ports smart phones and tablets. It 
��� ��� ��	����	��� "�'��	� �"����-
cally designed for infrastructure 
in the oil sector and in the State 
of Kuwait, which will provide 
employees with international best 
"���	����� ��� 	���� ����4� 7����� ���
��������!��������"�'��	� !�����
������� �������� ������ ��� ������
at monitoring the performance of 
assets in order to reduce the time 
required for mandatory mainte-
������!����������������������-
gencies, so as to improve produc-
	���	�������!�������4

 Furthermore, another project to 
������������������	���*�����	�+�
project which will provide elec-
tronic services to all national per-
sonnel in KNPC, to help them ap-
ply for annual leaves or training 
courses online.

Bassam Al-ShimmariNabil HaiderHussein Al-Ashwak
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the company has achieved a worldwide record with its 
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through various training courses designed to improve their 
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 Al-Bairami: KOC fixed firefighting
systems in 100 percent readiness

Its logistic preparations and equipment enable it to deal with worst accidents

 To learn more about the nature of 
work and duties of the group, KPC 
World Newsletter interviewed Mr. 
�������!������`������$���������!�
Fire Group in KOC, who began by 
stating that the group is made up of 
	���!�����������	����]

��V������	����_"���	����7���� 	�
cover the north and west area.

��V������	����_"���	����7���� 	�
cover the south and east area.

�� /@�7���� 	� ������� �!!����� !�
	��� ���� �XY� "�������� �!����	���
to the group.

�� ?%	������ @���	���� ��	����
Team that coordinates with the 
Fire Group and Security Group 

and serves as the authority in 
charge of daily coordination and 
communication with external 
authorities such as the Ministry 
of Interior and the Kuwait Fire 
Services Directorate.

�� 7��������� J������� ��	�� 7���$�
which is considered the core of 
Fire Group. It is composed of rep-
resentatives from Service Con-
tracts and Fire Equipment Pur-
chase, Logistic Support Center, 
Main Training Center at KOC and 
Emergency Management Group.

 ���`������� ��������� 	��	� V����
Z��"� ��"	�� �� �����	���� �"-
proach and criteria in selecting, 
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training and preparing its employees to perform 
their duties. It therefore selects young individuals 
who have completed their secondary stage education 
and conform to physical standards allotted for work-
ing in this domain. The process of training the new 
������	�� �	��	����	�� ��	�������� 	���� 	�������	����
basics and then moving on to multiple courses de-
signed to prepare them mentally and physically for 
	��� 	��
���������
�� 	��������	���!��	� ��� 	��������
���	���� ��� ����4� 7��� ������	���� ������� ��� ������
on accuracy in work and on stringently following 
instructions and complying with the law. After suc-
cessfully completing this one-year training course, 
	�����"����� ��� ������������������� 	����	��_��
standards and is given a grade in which he can move 
up to eventually reach the rank of Fire Commander.

 After their initial preparation, the group then starts 
conducting specialized training courses in operating 
�"������ ����"���	� ���� "��"�4�7��� ��"������ ����
continuously monitored and examined to precisely 
�������	�����"��!������������!�������$������	���-
����� 	���� ������ 	��� �������� ������ !� "��������� ���
	����� 	��
4� 7���� ���� 	���� "��	��� ��� ������	����
machine operators.

 �!	����Y������������ ��� 	���� ��"�	��	���	�$� 	������-
���	�������������	���������������!�����	��%"��������
���� �����	����
�������� �������������	��"��"������
��	������� ����4� 7��� ��	� �!�����	� ��"������ ����

then selected for promotion as Fire Commanders and 
they are then sent on scholarships to join specialized 
courses in international colleges in the United King-
dom, Canada, Sweden and other countries. This train-
ing further prepares them for managing operations and 
taking appropriate and timely decisions in extinguish-
��������$������	�������"��	�����������	������"�	�4

 ��	�����	���"�!������!�	���������	����������������
one of the toughest and riskiest jobs, a large number of 
youth are keen on joining this profession and as such 
	���V����Z��"������	�!����������!����	������������
and recruiting personnel.

 As for the experiences that KOC Fire Group gained 
by participating in extinguishing the oil wells set 
ablaze during the Iraqi invasion, Al-Bairami indi-
cated that KOC Fire Group is keen on conveying 
that experience from one generation to another. The 
���"� ���� ��"	�� 	��� ��	��	� �����	���� 	����������
to achieve the highest level of experience in dealing 
��	��������������������4�=	������	��	������������	��	�
	��� ���"� ���"�	����� ����� ������	���� 	� ��	���
	��� �����	����� 	��	� 	
�"������	� ���������� ��� 	���
��	�4�7�����%"����	��������������	����	���
-
ing under high pressure and gave them the needed 
experience in logistics and in operating equipment in 
	�������$�������������������	���"������������������
��������� 	� ����	� ��� ����4� 7��� �������	� �	� ��	��
��������������	������"���	�����	��������������!��	���

Firefighting 
systems are 
available in 
450 sites of 

KOC

Firefighting 
systems are 
available in 
450 sites of 

KOC
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participants that lasted for four months. The event 
�������"��� 	�"��"���� �� ������������	���!� �!�-
����	�������	���$����"��	���"�	��� ����%	�����������
	������������������	���=������������4

 Training season 

 With regard to training courses conducted for KOC 
������	���$����`������������	��	��_��V����Z��"�����
allotted a special season for training courses, which 
usually starts in October or November and lasts until 
April. However, he was quick to point out this did not 
mean that training courses were not conducted during 
summer months, just that the most intensive training 
courses are conducted during the October-April sea-
son, as all equipment and staff are generally available 
during this period.

 He further added that every year, KOC Fire Group 
���������	��	���������������!�������YY�������	-
ers from various other authorities in the country, in-
cluding from the army, National Guard, the Kuwait 
Fire Services Directorate and from other oil compa-
nies. In fact, this cooperation and collaboration with 
other authorities has helped the group gain addition-
����%"������������%	��������������������������������
�	��������	������	��������	����!����������	����
government authorities. This has no doubt contrib-
uted to the high-level of professionalism among 
��������������"���	������
�	��	���� ������	����
���������������	������	��4�

 New training center

 Elaborating on the new training center, Al-Bairami 
revealed that it would be established on a vast space 
���	���`������_����������������	��	�	������	��������
��!��� 	� 	��� ��	��	� ��	����	����� �"������	��4� /��
added that the center would be equipped with the most 
advanced technologies so as to train personnel on 
�������
�����!� �������� ��������� ����������
��"��
of all Kuwaiti oil installations in order to allow the 
������	����	��������������	�����	��	������������	�
!�����	�	���������������	������
����!�����	����4�/�������
	������	�����������	������	�!��	��
�������	�����������
terms of accommodation and logistical preparations. 

 He pointed out that all construction activities for 
the center are scheduled to be completed by the end 
of 2015 and preliminary operations are slated to 

begin in March 2016. The center is expected to be 
fully operational by the beginning of the training 
season next year.

 ���`����������	���	��	��	��	��_��������	���������
implemented a mock-up of a burning oil well at the 
old training area. This model recreates all the steps 
�����������������������������	���%	����������$�������-
���$� ��� 	������	� "����$� �������������� �%"����� ����
	���� ����� 	������ 	��� ��	���� �	�"�� 	��	� ������	����
take in dealing with such accidents, as well as all the 
equipment required and logistics involved in extin-
����������������4

 He further pointed out that Fire Group is coordinat-
���� ��	�� ��	����	����� ���� ���	���� 	� 	����� "��������
at the new training center once it is inaugurated. Ac-
��������$�������	����	��������	�����������������	-
���	���������	�����������������#�	���	������	�!���
among them. This cooperation with an international 
��	���������	���������	��	��������	���	����	����	���
from KOC, the trainees will receive international ac-
creditation from the training authority.

 Additional duties

 Asked about the duties which KOC Fire Group shoul-
����$����`����������������	��	�����������	���������	-
ing sector at any installation is in charge of all pro-
cedures related to controlling emergencies involving 
����4��"��	� !��� 	����� ��	���$� 	��� �_�� V���� Z��"�
is also responsible for supervising and approving all 
project designs before they are implemented, in order 
	��������	�������	���	��	����"������	���������	��-
dards assigned to that particular domain. The group is 
also in charge of following up on the implementation 
of these new projects and inspecting them before they 
are handed over. 

 Once the project enters service, the Fire Group is com-
pletely responsible for all maintenance and inspection 
��	���	���� 	��	����������	����� 	����%���������	����
equipment inside the project. 

 “In fact, KOC Fire Group is quite used to shouldering 
such additional duties, which are the responsibility of 
Maintenance Team in any organization, and moreover, 
the Fire Group has been undertaking such responsi-
bilities since many years,” he noted.
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 �����
����
����
���	�
������

Al-Bairami further emphasized that KOC Fire Group 
���� �������� �� ����� ������ !� "��������� ���� ��� ��-
�����������!� 	������	����������	�������	���� ��� 	���
world. Moreover, specialized international companies 
that assessed KOC installations have given reports 
	��	�������	����������	����	������	��������	��	��_��
Fire Group has achieved in this domain, and the 100 
"�����	� ���������� !� ���� �	�� �%��� ������	���� ����"-
ment. It is a matter of pride for KOC that this 100 
percent record has never before been achieved by any 
large oil company anywhere in the world.

 He further indicated that the steps and inspection pro-
cedures which are conducted by KOC Fire Group are 
in line with the international byelaws approved by 
National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) of the 
United States. 

 With regard to the safety and security procedures 
which should be applied in all installations, Al-Baira-
������������	��	�V����Z��"����������XY��"������&���
personnel to cover the various locations and installa-
tions of the company. Stressing that the main role of 
the group is to avoid casualties, he pointed out that the 
various sites of the company are inspected throughout 
	�����������������	����%�����������4�=������	��$�	���
inspection timetable is updated to coincide with any 
expansions in the company’s operations or whenever 
the number of personnel increases.

 Cooperation 

 As for collaboration between KOC Fire Group and 
other oil companies, especially when an emergency 

�����$����`���������������	��	�	�����"��������
an Operations Room, which is automatically put on 
alert any time that an accident happens in the oil 
companies. Since they may need support at any time, 
the group has to ready to respond to such emergen-
cies in any oil installation in the oil sector.

 Asked about the group’s links to the Kuwait Fire 
Service Directorate (KFSD), he made clear that 
KOC Fire Group is an independent entity as it was 
��	���������	��"�����������������	����������������-
cidents, which are of a different nature when com-
"�����	��������������������	�4�

 “No doubt, KFSD deals professionally with in-
���	������������	����������$���������	����	��	��-
cur at chemical stores, and the KOC group has no 
hesitation in calling for assistance from KFSD 
should the need for support arise. Similarly, the 
KFSD does not hesitate in calling the KOC Fire 
Group whenever it needs any logistics support, 
especially in areas where water is not available in 
large quantities, such as in Amghara and in Mina 
Abdullah,” he added.

 At the end of the interview, Al-Bairami emphasized 
that through continuous training and assessment the 
KOC Fire Group has developed distinguished and 
�!�����	�������!�"������������������������� ��-
ternational recognition for the group. He added that 
	���� ��
���������	� ���� �	� ����� ������� 	� 	���
"�!������������$���	����������%	������	�	����"�	��
arena where members of the group have won many 
local and international sports championships.
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Abdullah Al-Harbi:
We harness our capabilities to increase production from North Kuwait

L����	
����"�����	�J������	�!���
	�L
����������

*!L�-� 
�� �������
���� ���� �������� 
����	��	� 	������

including providing commercial and technical 

support to the company’s installations in North 

Kuwait, and guaranteeing the reliability and safety 

of utilities there. To throw more light on the group 

and its activities, KPC World Newsletter interviewed 

H��� 5������� 5�G'���
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����

"�����	�J������	�!L���'��������������
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increasing overall production, the group provides 
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Elaborating on the structure of 
Operations Support Group, he 
said that the group is composed 
of three teams — Technical 
Services Team, Maintenance, 
Support and Reliability Team 
and HSE Team. Through these 
teams, the group provides com-
mercial and technical support 
to the company’s properties in 
North Kuwait and guarantees 
the reliability and safety of its 
utilities there, as well as pre-
pares plans for new projects. The 
group is also tasked with sub-
mitting proposals for establish-
ing new installations that boost 
hydrocarbon production and for 
implementing HSSE standards in 
North Kuwait Directorate. 

The group is also responsible 
for conducting studies, esti-
mating budgets and submitting 
proposals on mega projects, 
as well as promoting the con-
cept of Change Management 
and strengthening awareness of 
HSE standards in liaison with 
the directives and instructions of 
KOC higher administration.

Expanding on the projects that are 
scheduled to be completed in the 
������	��Y�X�����������������$����
/����� ��������� 	��	� ���� "����� ����
projects which the group is tasked 
with carrying out are aimed at in-
creasing production from North 
Kuwait, as per  company’s plans 
allotted in this domain. These in-
clude the project of maintaining 
pressure (EF 1761) and the project 
for expanding installations at three 
new Gathering Centers, each with 
a capacity of 100,000bpd.

Furthermore, he indicated that 
with the addition of the installa-

tions at the Gathering Centers, it 
will be possible to transfer pro-
duction from one Gathering Cen-
ter to another. This would prove 
���������� ��������� ���� Z�	���-
ing Center has to be shut down for 
maintenance or any other reason.

Al-Harbi went on to emphasize that 
	���"�����!�����������������Y�X�����
����	���������	���!�����������]

�� ������� �������� "����	���
of 676,000 bpd with a target 
production of 710,000bpd in 
December 2015.

�� ?������� "���	���� !� �%��	����
utilities in North Kuwait and ac-
celerate the activities of wells.

��`����	�!���	�����"�����	����!�
additional injection pumps – the 
second phase of the seawater in-
'��	����	�	�������	������	�"�����
!� 	��� �	�	��� !�� ��'��	���� �!#�-
ent water resulting from oil pro-
duction operations – by the end of 
	���������������Y�X�����4

�� =�"�����	� 	��� "���� 	� "������
Electric Submersible Pumps (ESPs).

He further indicated that the 
group diligently seeks to apply 

the latest technologies and inno-
vative ideas that are aimed at ful-
������� 	��� �	��	����� ����$� ������
���������������"����!����]

�� @�������� ��� ����� ��� "�������
the shut-down of operations by 
applying the new preventive 
����	�������"����"���!�{~���
Shutdown Days”. This philoso-
phy was successfully tested dur-
ing the preventive maintenance 
operations for Gathering Centers 
No.24 and 25, and helped to in-
crease production by reducing the 
number of shut-down days.

��`����	���� !��� 	���""�	���	����
made available through the imple-
mentation of Integrated Collabora-
tion Center in North Kuwait.  

/�� ��������� 	��	� 	��� =�	����	���
Collaboration Center is a fully 
integrated, technologically ad-
vanced, and completely collabor-
ative workspace that helps make 
appropriate and timely decisions. 
With computers and large wall-
screens connected to high-quality 
integrated data systems, the Cen-
ter displays real time work data to 
support timely decision making. 



KPC WORLD32

The Center, which is an essential 
��"���	�����""������	���*����	�
������+� ���	��$� "������� ����	���
data from oil wells and other util-
ities that are analyzed by a team 
of experts so that appropriate de-
cisions can be made quickly. 

������������!������	�������!�
"����	��� �	���	���]� 7��� ����	�-
nance activities are carried out by 
utilizing the latest tools and tech-
nological systems applied in the 
oil industry. These maintenance 
operations are aimed to be pre-
ventive and protective.

Stating that the Operations Sup-
port Group is in charge of preven-
tive and protective maintenance, 
Al-Harbi went on to add that the 
group suspends production at 
installations for periodic inspec-
tions. These shut-downs are based 
on the probability of risks for 
�%�������"���	$� ��� "��� 	��� ���-
ommendations of Corrosion and 
Inspection Team, and for movable 
equipment, in accordance with 

its hours of operation as recom-
mended by the equipment manu-
facturing company. He added that 
the group takes into consideration 
the maintenance, support and re-
liability while monitoring equip-
ment to determine if there are any 
early signs of deterioration and to 
identify the reasons behind such 
problems so as to rectify them in 
an effective manner.

As for the maintenance period 
allotted for each oil installa-
tion, Al-Harbi explained that in 
North Kuwait they have adopted 
	��� "����"��� !� *~��� J��	-
down Days’. The process works 
by partially suspending produc-
tion in a unit while it is under 
maintenance and transferring the 
production to other units or in-
stallations until the maintenance 
activities are completed.

He added that the periodic main-
tenance activities are carried out 
as per schedules based on recom-
mendations of technical experts 

or equipment manufacturers and 
rely on modern programs that can 
accurately assess the condition of 
equipment and other oil installa-
tions. Moreover, there is a 5-year-
plan for periodical maintenance 
of all production utilities, and it 
is carried out in coordination with 
all concerned groups.

With regard to HSE criteria in 
KOC, Al-Harbi said the group 
is totally committed to its role 
of supporting all activities and 
efforts exerted by other groups 
in North Kuwait Directorate to 
achieve the strategic goals allot-
ted in this regard. He added that 
specialized HSE teams submit 
recommendations and solutions 
to cope with the company’s over-
all HSE policy. In addition, the 
group is keen on creating aware-
ness and spreading the HSE cul-
ture by applying a number of pro-
grams that include Basic Safety 
Behaviors and conducting vari-
ous courses to spread the culture 

HSE team in North Kuwait closely monitors
implementation of solutions applied in KOC
HSE team in North Kuwait closely monitors
implementation of solutions applied in KOC
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of HSE. In addition, the group 
launches various campaigns that 
promote, among others, safe driv-
ing, environment protection and 
general safety, as well as cam-
paigns related to daily activities.

Asked about the Operations Sup-
port Group’s commitment to the 
2030 strategy, he said the group 
adopts a multi-dimensional ap-
proach to the strategy. This ap-
proach includes the establishing 
of new installations that are able 
to effectively deal with the in-
creasing quantity of associated 

water; implementing a project to 
treat associated water and a proj-
ect (EWIPH) in North Kuwait; as 
well as building power sub-sta-
tions to meet the electricity needs 
of  oil installations.

“We are keen at the same time on 
reinforcing the maintenance ac-
tivities using the latest technolo-
gies and signing contracts with 
original equipment manufactur-
ers to ensure their safety and reli-
ability,” he added.

He further indicated that the In-

tegrated Collaboration Center in 

North Kuwait is considered a ma-

'�����"������"�����	����	���*����	�

������+����	��������	�������	4

Al-Harbi concluded by noting 

that the group has several initia-

tives and studies that are aimed 

at spreading awareness in society 

on health, safety and environment 

matters, as well as campaigns 

������ �	� ��	������� ���� #������

and conducting studies on air 

quality inside Gathering Centers 

and related campaigns.

Maintenance operations are carried out precisely 
with latest technology in North Kuwait

Maintenance operations are carried out precisely 
with latest technology in North Kuwait
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!#�G"����� E��� $��	� L����� 
�� 	��� ��	��	� ������ ���

KPC to open worldwide, having registered with 

the South Korean government registrar on 18 
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activities and bolstering communication with 

countries in the region.

In mid-2012, Mr. Mohammed Abdullah Al-Subaei 
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Al-Subaei was appointed as deputy manager of 
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of KPPC during which he gathered experience in 

various departments of the sector, was appointed 

��������������!#�G"�����E���$��	�������

In an interview with KPC World 
Newsletter, Al-Fadhalah said 
KPC, which has a distinct status 
among international oil compa-
nies, both regionally and world-
wide, is diligently seeking to ex-
pand its activities in the Far East. 
He added that this came at a time 
when intense competition has 
#������"��������	����	��������
companies eager to tap into this 
highly lucrative market. 

He indicated that KPC has several 
!����� ��� 	��� �����$� ����������
KPC-Tokyo Far East, KPC-Beijing 
Far East, KPC-Singapore Far East, 
KPC-India (Mumbai), KPC-Paki-
�	��� [�������\� ������� _!���4� ����
	����� !����� ���� 	� ����!���� 	���
status of KPC as a key oil provider 
and gain more market share in these 
countries, so as to add further value 
to the Kuwaiti economy.

KPC-Seoul Far East Office..., a distinguished 
achievement for KPC

KPC-Seoul Far East Office..., a distinguished 
achievement for KPC
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With reference to the goals of the 
J����!���$�������	����%��	�����
!�����������������������!�����
in the Far East, Al-Fadhalah said 
that since the establishment of 
	���!���$�	���=�	����	��������-
keting Sector has managed to 
obtain a distinctive market share 
in the South Korean market. He 
added that it has become neces-
�����	���	���������������!�����
in order to follow up on contracts 
with local companies, and the 
J����!�������	��
�����	����-
dinating with the South Korean 
oil and gas companies.

Asked about the ways of boosting 
business relations with clients in 
South Korea, he made clear that 
	��� !���� ��"	�� �� ������ ��
�
plan aimed at reinforcing rela-
tions with local clients, including 
daily communications with the 
most important clients to discuss 
with them conditions of the re-
gional oil markets and changes 
taking place in international oil 
market. Moreover, the Seoul of-

���������������������������	����
	��	�������!����������	��	�J�	��
Korea and arrange for them to 
meet with local Korean clients.

As for cooperation with the Ku-
waiti embassy in South Korea to 
strengthen commercial exchang-
es between KPC and the Korean 
��� ��"�����$���� ����� 	���!����
fully cooperates and collaborates 
with the Kuwaiti embassy and at-
	����� ���� !������ �������� ���-
nized by the embassy, in particu-
lar the celebrations of National 
and Liberation Days. 

For his part, Mr. Mohammed 
Abdullah Al-Subaie, Senior Sales 
Representative, added that the 
J���� !���� ��"�����	�� ���� !-
�������� ��� ���� ��� �������� !�����
held in South Korea. In addition 
	������� ��"�	���� 	��� ��	��	���-
velopments in the local market, 
	���!����������"�������!������-
taining existing contracts and ex-
ploring new opportunities for sale 
of Kuwaiti oil and its distillates in 
the South Korean market.

/�� ������ 	��� !���� ��� ���� ���
charge of regularly communicat-
ing with existing and potential 
clients to exchange with them 
viewpoints and approaches re-
garding the oil markets.

He went on to clarify that the 
J���� !���� ��� 
���� �� ���	��-
ing relations with other GCC and 
��	����	����� !����� "���	���� ���
the oil and gas sector in South 
Korea, with the view to exchange 
information and follow-up close-
ly on latest developments in the 
�������������������
�	�4�

Stressing the importance of the 
South Korean oil and gas mar-
kets, which are considered a 
lucrative opportunity for many 
countries and companies to mar-
ket their oil and gas products, 
he indicated that the KPC Seoul 
!���� ���� �%��"����� ����	����
with staff of the Kuwaiti embas-
sy in South Korea and exchange 
visits and coordinate with each 
other for the greater good of the 
State of Kuwait. 

Bader Al-Fadhalah: We seek to boost
strategic relations with Korean companies

Bader Al-Fadhalah: We seek to boost
strategic relations with Korean companies
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is currently implementing. This technology is 

based on injecting large quantities of steam into 

heavy-oil reservoirs underground to heat it and 

reduce its viscosity, thereby allowing the oil to 

2�����������	���������=�
��	����������
��������

utilities for generating and distributing steam 

and equipment for drilling several wells to 

inject the steam, in addition it requires systems 

for monitoring temperature and for treating 

associated water.

Al-Mutairi:
Steam-flooding 
technology
applied to 
enhance oil 
production in 
Wafra Joint
Oilfield

Al-Mutairi:
Steam-flooding 
technology
applied to 
enhance oil 
production in 
Wafra Joint
Oilfield
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Project designs are developed to be safe
as per local and international standards

3D model for the commercial project

 This project is considered among 
	��� ���	� !� �	�� 
���� ��� 	��� �����
and is tasked with increasing the 
production of oil wells in the 
joint Wafra zone. KGOC is keen 
on accomplishing this venture as 
soon as possible.

 To learn more about the project, 
KPC World Newsletter inter-
viewed Eng. Omar Al-Mutairi, 
Installation Engineer at KGOC, 
who indicated that oil is gener-
ally extracted through one of the 
!�������	���������]

1- Using the natural pressure of 
oil reservoirs.

2-  Using industrial methods such 
as pumps to help extract oil from 
the reservoir.

3-  Using advanced technologies 
����� ��� J	����#����$� ������
is one of the most common ways 
of extracting oil when it becomes 
��!����	� 	� �%	���	� �	� 	������ 	���
above mentioned two ways, or 

when the quantity of production 
shows signs of decreasing. 

 �����	����� ��������� 	��	� �Z_�$�
in cooperation with the Saudi 
Arabia Chevron, has taken posi-
tive steps in implementing the 
"�'��	� ���|�!��� ������� 	������
�""������J	����#�����	�����-
ogy. He added, “KGOC is striv-
����	������&��	���"�'��	�������
as possible in order to enhance 
the amount of oil produced from 
	��������$����������	�!���	����%-
isting large oil reserves.”

 {��	������	����#����������	���-
nology that has been applied in the 
United States since the middle of 
the last century, it is being applied 
in a vertical format on a large scale 
����������������!�� 	������	� 	����
in the world on Wafra oil reservoirs 
���|�!������	�_"���	����[|�_\4

 He pointed out that the need to 
�""��� 	��� �	����#����� 	�����-
ogy and implement the enhanced 
oil recovery project emerged after 

observing the decline in heavy-oil 
"����	��� ��� |�!��� ������$� ��-
spite the large quantities available 
in the reservoirs. For instance, the 
Eocene Reservoir I is estimated to 
hold 13 billion barrels of oil but 
only 4 to 6 percent of this quantity 
has been extracted. 

 He went on to add, “The maxi-
mum that we can hope to extract 
from the reservoir using tradition-
al methods is 15 percent. Howev-
er, by using enhanced oil recov-
ery methods, we can increase the 
quantity of oil extraction to 60 
percent of available reserves.” 

 He made clear that before deciding 
to go-ahead with the project, two 
pilot trails were conducted to en-
sure the feasibility of the technol-
ogy involved and to overcome any 
potential risks.

 �7��� ���	� �	���� ���� ������� {�����
Pilot project”.

 -The second was the “Main Pilot 
Project”.

 Al-Mutairi added that the pilot stud-
���� �� ������ �	����#����� 	���-
nology were very promising and 
the possibilities for implementing 
!�����������������������������"-
erations on a commercial basis were 
bright. He said, “This early success 
of the pilot stage makes us optimis-
tic of other promising opportunities 
for heavy-oil in the region.”

 He went on to disclose that the 
project will be implemented 
gradually through multiple stages 
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Another 3D model for the commercial project

and would cover the entire Eo-
cene Reservoir I in Wafra Field. 
There are also future plans to ap-
ply the same technology on Eo-
cene Reservoir II that will enable 
��� 	� �����	� !��� 	��� ���������
quantities in these reservoirs. 
Moreover, the project will be a 
great opportunity for the transfer 
of technology, skills development 
and training that helps to increase 
local technical expertise, abilities 
and job opportunities. He added 
that with the continued use of this 
technology, the production costs 
would decrease appreciably. 

 With reference to the probable en-
vironmental impacts of the project 
Al-Mutairi said that it did not cre-
ate any damaging impact on the 
environment. However, he added 
that the manufacturing processes 
associated with the project would 
require precautionary measures to 
avoid any potential risk to the pub-
lic, including procedures to ensure 
project-staff were not harmed by 
gas leaks or dangerous fumes. 

 Added to this is the need to make 
sure materials selected for the 
project were of the highest quality 
and were handled in a manner that 
would not pose any danger to the 
environment or project personnel. 
He went on to stress that the proj-
ect team has developed the designs 
for project taking into consider-
ation all the safety aspects and in 
compliance with Kuwaiti and inter-
national environmental stipulations 
allotted in this domain.

 Asked about the obstacles which 
impede the implementation of the 
"�'��	$� �����	����� ��������� 	��	�
they managed to overcome the 
hurdles they faced in implementing 

the project through precise solu-
tions. For instance, the production 
of huge quantities of steam to inject 
into the reservoirs was considered 
a major challenge the project con-
front,  as more than 200,000 barrels 
of steam were needed daily in order 
to produce 100,000 bpd.

 He noted that the process of water 
"������	����������������	����	�����
phases, starting from separating the 
oil from water, then separating gases 
!�����	��$��������������������	����
water. Despite this extensive process 
it was still better than the option of 
bringing water from other areas, as it 
saved much time and effort.

 Finally, Al-Mutairi emphasized 

that KGOC’ Board has supported 
the project by providing it with all 
requirements and easing any ob-
stacles that could have impeded the 
implementation of the project. This 
strong support was instrumental 
in the remarkable progress of the 
project during the past two years. 

 He added that the board’s support 
for the project stemmed from real-
izing the importance of increasing 
future production from Wafra area 
and the expectation of beginning 
production by 2021. Moreover, 
once positive results are collected 
from the enhanced oil recovery 
project, this could be generalized 
����	�����	����������4
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Focal interest ... Global reach

Over the years, Kuwait Petroleum Corporation has been a leading giant 
in the petroleum and hydrocarbon industry. Through a clear vision and 
sharp focus, KPC has become one of the world’s most respected, 
trusted and reliable suppliers of energy to the world.
Our commitment continues.
Discover more today at :  www.kpc.com.kw


