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Editorial

Talal Al-Khalid Al-Sabah
Managing Director of Governmental,

Parliamentary, Public and Media Relations

I would initially like to congratulate you on the advent of the New 

Year and I entreat Allah, the Almighty, to make this year happier 

than the previous one for our beloved Kuwait, as well as carrying 

out all plans and programs, which lead us to fulfilling KPC 2030 

strategic directives.

Achieving such strategic plans and programs certainly requires 

the exertion of tremendous efforts based on the belief that work is 

of priceless value and necessary as it makes life meaningful. In 

addition, diligent work enables us to confront and overcome with 

proficiency the challenges we face and fulfill our desires and 

objectives.

We do not exaggerate when we say that believing in the value of 

work is the sturdy defense that protects man from boredom and 

frustration. Moreover, it is an effective motivation for developing 

mental abilities from which innovation and excellence unravel. 

On this occasion, I wish the entire oil sector personnel and all 

sons of our cherished homeland to ponder on this value of work 

and convert the result of thinking into actions and achievements 

for our sector and our dear country to fulfill progress and 

prosperity.  

In the beginning of this year KPC World Newsletter appears in a 

new-look in terms of its design, as well as publishing the best 

topics on the oil sector. The new design was carefully selected by 

the editorial team, which is always keen on coping with 

international changes taking place in printing. 

KPC World Newsletter includes in this issue a number of topics 

that affirm that the Kuwaiti oil sector moves forwards steadily to 

achieve the 2030 strategic directives of KPC and its subsidiaries. 

Among these topics is the Kuwait Integrated Digital Field Center, 

which is considered a pride for Kuwait and Kuwaitis as it is the 

first digital oilfield in the world. 
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Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) has 

recently managed to eliminate the 

waste surrounding Well no KA 848, 

which is under development and 

is located in the clean area at Al-

Rawdhatain oilfield. In addition, it 

succeeded in launching drilling op-

erations at more than one site in the 

well area to install new pieces to 

control it. This was done after iden-

tifying three sites to cut the head of 

the well, as part of the security and 

safety procedures that are being un-

dertaken in view of the sensitivity 

of the operation that necessitates 

cutting the head of the flaring well.

It is worth mentioning that KOC an-

nounced in October 2012 that an oil 

spill accompanied by H2S emission 

took place in one of Al-Rawdhatain 

field in North Kuwait due to the 

breakage of one of the safety valves 

on the drill. Accordingly, KOC pro-

mulgated emergency measures and 

it immediately took a number of 

precautionary procedures to secure 

the surrounding and nearby utili-

ties. These procedures included the 

drilling several small lakes and fill-

ing them with water to deal with the 

flaring well and establishing mud 

walls to protect the nearby pipe-

lines from heat. At the same time, 

it began removing the waste from 

the spill and started the second 

phase that involved cleaning up 

operations, This operation was part 

of rehabilitating the site to identify 

and reach the source of the spill and 

to fix the valve and be able to deal 

technically with the well again.

Efforts exerted to control the oil spill were hailed internationally

KOC experiences underpin its status internationally

Alan: HSE procedures 

applied by the company 

to control the spill 

helped control the 

situation fast
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Applaud

In this context, KOC sought the as-

sistance of Mr. Michael Alan, US 

Senior Specialist of Well Control at 

Weld Well Company, who applaud-

ed the diligent efforts exerted by 

KOC’s personnel and their techni-

cal experience in dealing with such 

emergency. 

He said, “Upon my arrival to the 

site with the accompanying team, I 

have realized that KOC has efficient 

personnel who are well-trained ex-

actly like the international teams 

working in this field. Thanks to the 

efforts of these trained personnel 

they achieved tangible results and 

were able to control the incident 

properly and professionally. This 

made me proud that KOC’s person-

nel are highly qualified to take im-

mediate and appropriate decisions 

in such cases.”

He further hailed HSE procedures 

which the company has applied in 

dealing with the spill as they helped 

control it fast with minimum envi-

ronmental harm, indicating KOC’s 

experience in this field has accu-

mulated since the Iraqi invasion 

and the challenge of controlling the 

flaring wells. Then KOC managed 

to deal properly with the crisis in 

collaboration with the local con-

cerned authorities and capabilities 

were almost similar to the current 

techniques.

Trust and pride

Meanwhile, Ahmad Khalid Al-

Jassar, Undersecretary of Ministry 

Ahmad Al-Jassar: 

I don’t consider the 

spill an uncontrollable 

disaster as KOC’s 

experiences qualify it to 

manage more intricate 

problems
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of Electricity and Water and mem-

ber of KPC’s Board of Directors, 

extended his delight over the step 

taken by KOC as it organized a 

tour for KPC’s Board Members to 

Al-Rawdhatain oilfield to view the 

latest developments following the 

accident and the procedures taken 

to control it. Al-Jassar emphasized 

that the actual scene differed from 

how the media portrayed it; as the 

media did not properly reflect the 

actual problem, or the diligent ef-

forts put forth in this domain.

Al-Jassar added, “I do not consider 

this spill is a disaster or a critical 

problem as KOC has confronted 

more severe events during its ex-

istence. For example, it confronted 

efficiently the problem of flaring 

wells during the Iraqi invasion 22 

years ago with simple equipments 

and techniques compared to those 

available currently. Therefore, we 

trust in the abilities, skills and ex-

periences of KOC’s personnel and 

their ability to manage challenges 

efficiently.” 

High skills

In the same context, Raja Al-Hajelan 

Al-Mutairi, KPC’s Board Member 

said, “I cannot sufficiently express 

the devoted and massive efforts ex-

Raja Al-Mutairi:

 I feel myself unable 

to appreciate properly 

the tremendous efforts 

exerted by KOC 

personnel
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erted by KOC’s employees in deal-

ing with the spill. I am certain that 

the employees have enough expe-

riences and capabilities to manage 

the surrounding dangers; and the 

matter makes us appreciate their ef-

forts and entreat Allah, Almighty, 

to help them achieve their tasks de-

spite the hard circumstances they 

confront.”

Assurance 

Furthermore, Ahmad Al-Adsani, 

KPC’s Board Member, said, “I was 

astonished by the confidence and 

calmness that KOC’s personnel 

exhibited while dealing with such 

a sudden and critical challenge. 

They have proved beyond doubt 

that they have the experience in 

managing such an essential sector. 

This makes us feel comfortable that 

the oil sector is run by honest and 

sincere people. We have the right 

to be proud that our youths in KPC 

and its subsidiaries are highly expe-

rienced and able to deal efficiently 

with emergencies.”

Al-Adsani also thanked and appre-

ciated the engineers and technicians 

who took part in controlling the oil 

spill, appreciating the oil sector’s 

top officials who quickly provided 

all capabilities required to manage 

the accident.

Ahmad Al-Adsani: 

Experiences of Kuwaiti 

personnel have dazzled 

me
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Ahmad Al-Jemaz:
Environment friendly fuel places 
KNPC in top position among the 
international refining companies

Although it was established during 

the tenure of late Amir Sheikh Ab-

dullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, Mina 

Abdullah Refinery is considered 

the most-functional refinery among 

those owned by Kuwait Nation-

al Petroleum Company (KNPC). 

Since its establishment in 1958, the 

refinery has undergone several ex-

pansion and updating operations to 

increase its production capabilities 

and industrial efficiency, as well as 

enhance the environmental friendli-

ness of its products. These revamp-

ing processes have enabled the 

refinery to achieve a high level of 

proficiency and efficiency in con-

verting crude oil to high quality oil 

distillates when compared to other 

refineries in the region.

To learn more about the refinery 

and the new projects which are to 

be implemented within the com-

ing phase, KPC World Newsletter 

interviewed Mr. Ahmad Al-Jemaz, 

Deputy Managing Director of Mina 

Abdullah Refinery, who started off 

Current Developed Capacity

(1000 bpd)  

Capacity

(1000 bpd)Production Unit

42.538Hydrogen Cracking Union

8466Unit of Treating Oil by Hydrogen

8260Coaling Unit

156.8127Distillation Vacant Unit

4035Unit of Treating Diesel by Hydrogen

by underlining the maintenance 

project that was carried out in the re-

finery. He said, “The higher admin-

istration took a decision in 1982 to 

initiate the maintenance project of 

the refinery. This project included 

three phases; the first phase neces-

sitated updating existing units and 

utilities and increasing their refin-

ing capacity. The second phase was 

epitomized by adding new support-

ive manufacturing units and utilities 

employing latest techniques that 

depended on catalysts to produce 

light petroleum distillates of high 

value, with the least possible per-

centage of fuel oil. The third phase 

is embodied in developing export 

utilities that included the construc-

tion of the ‘Sea-Island’ to be used 

as an export point for refinery 

products and to increase efficiency 

of existing piers. Once these three 

phases were fulfilled, the refining 

capacity of the refinery increased 

to over 240,000 bpd. However, the 

company’s efforts did not stop at 

that level as it was keen on meet-

ing the latest international develop-

ments in this domain. Accordingly, 

it carried out other projects that led 

to increasing the refining capacity 

up to 270,000 bpd; in addition to 

increasing the capacity of several 

units in the refinery as shown in the 

table below:

We’ re preparing to 

produce gasoline for the 

first time from Mina 

Abdullah Refinery
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Mina Abdullah Refinery is consid-

ered one of the most developed re-

fineries in the world; in addition, it 

is considered a unique example for 

the technology of hydrogen treat-

ment of heavy oil before it is fed to 

the coking unit. 

It is worth mentioning that this abil-

ity is available exclusively in Mina 

Abdullah Refinery, and this enables 

the refinery to produce the green 

petroleum coke, which is required 

in the manufacture of anode plates 

used in aluminum manufacturing. 

In fact, the technological excellence 

of Mina Abdullah Refinery is con-

sidered a key pillar for successfully 

implementing the environmental 

fuel project, which will provide sev-

eral enhancements to Mina Abdul-

lah and Mina Al-Ahmadi refineries. 

In addition, 19 new units will be 

built, two units will be updated and 

five consumed units will be closed 

in Mina Abdullah. While, 16 new 

units will be established and four 

units will be updated and two con-

sumed units will be closed in Mina 

Al-Ahmadi Refinery besides other 

updating activities required to up-

date storing and exporting.

As for the actual steps taken for exe-

cuting the environment fuel project, 

Al-Jemaz said, “Firstly, I would like 

to indicate that the project is aimed 

to place KNPC among the top inter-

national refining companies. There-

fore, we diligently seek to convert 

existing refineries into an integrated 

refining complex to meet the needs 

of local and international markets 

for oil products with high specifica-

tions. At the same time, we are in-

terested in improving specifications 

that have direct influence on envi-

ronment and which cope with the 

international systems in HSE field; 

consequently, the company will 

give up Al-Shuaiba refinery as stud-

ies proved its diminishing worth to 

the company.”

Al-Jemaz further indicated that 

KNPC is about to issue tender docu-

ments to seek quotations from con-

tractors to implement the phase of 

the elaborate engineering studies 

and procuring materials. It is note-

worthy that 37 reactors and separa-

tion dispensers have been manufac-

tured and delivered.

Moreover, the refining capacity 

of the refinery will increase from 

270,000 up to 454,000 bpd to become 

in turn the second biggest refinery 

in Kuwait after the fourth refinery. 

Accordingly, the gross refining ca-

pacity of Mina Abdullah and Mina 

Al-Ahmadi Refineries will increase 

from 730,000 to 800,000 bpd.

KNPC is currently 

establishing integrated 

refining complex to 

meet the needs of the 

local and international 

markets
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With regard to the risks attached 

to the environment fuel project, 

Al-Jemaz clarified that KNPC con-

tinuously seeks to keep up to date 

with the international environmen-

tal developments and to comply 

with international specifications 

imposed to identify the percentage 

of sulfur in fuel. This development 

was adopted by Kuwait as HH the 

Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-

Jaber Al-Sabah highlighted it in 

his speech at the 18th UN Climate 

Change Conference, which was held 

in December 2012 in Doha, Qatar. 

Therefore, the company is dedicated 

to update the designs of the refiner-

ies to cope with product specifica-

tions in liaison with the changes tak-

ing place in international markets. 

In addition, the technique applied 

in the environment clean fuel opera-

tion enables recovering 85 percent 

of sulfur from crude oil.

Al-Jemaz went on to say that KNPC 

is moving forward in line with a 

clear mechanism and strategy aimed 

at accomplishing several achieve-

ments in various fields, including 

HSE, due to the special concern that 

the company pays to environment. 

Thus the company has recently con-

ducted two separate studies, with 

the help of two international compa-

nies, to approach the environmental 

impacts and risks of the project.

Asked about the ‘Sea Island’ and its 

importance, Al-Jemaz replied, that 

“The ‘Sea Island’ was established 

to export petroleum products such 

as naphtha, diesel, kerosene, heavy 

fuel oil and jet fuel. It is located 

around 5 kilometers off the western 

coastline in the Arabian Gulf. It is 

linked with the refinery by six pipe-

lines installed under the sea. The 

rates of loading light products in this 

island terminal reach approximately 

80,000 metric tons of each product 

in 36 hours. The island also includes 

two parallel anchors; one of them is 

designed to receive giant oil tank-

ers with a cargo of 276,000 tons; 

whereas the other one is designed to 

receive tankers with 140,000 tons of 

cargo.

Al-Jemaz further pointed out that 

KNPC produces and exports LPG 

and naphtha for petrochemical sec-

tor; in addition, it exports kerosene, 

diesel, petrol for motor vehicles and 

heavy fuel, which is used by ships 

and for generating electricity by 

Ministry of Electricity and Water 

(MEW). It also exports solid sulfur 

which is used in manufacturing fer-

tilizers and batteries. Add to this is 

the petroleum coke which is used in 

manufacturing aluminum.

Some other products of the refinery 

are marketed locally such as petro-

leum coke which is used for manu-

facturing cement and calcified coal; 

in addition to naphtha which is used 

for producing paraxylene and petrol 

in petrochemical industry field.  

Mina Abdullah 

Refinery has experience 

in producing green 

petroleum coke for 

manufacturing anode 

plates, which are used 

in making aluminum
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Asked about the environment fuel 

project and its impact on the con-

versional energy of the refinery, 

Al-Jemaz made clear the project 

is aimed to develop the refineries’ 

conversional energy through pro-

ducing large quantities of products 

of high economic value such as ker-

osene and diesel whose percentage 

of sulfur is low; in addition to re-

ducing the production of heavy fuel 

oil to 5 percent instead of 21percent 

after the gross operation of the new 

units.

Al-Jemaz further pointed out that 

KNPC intends to increase hydro-

gen production, which is required 

to purify oil and its distillates, and 

accordingly increase the hydro-

gen treatment of heavy oil to reach 

234,000 bpd instead of 119,000 bpd. 

This will help also increase hydro-

gen cracking operations to reach 

162,000 bpd in Mina Abdullah Re-

finery instead of 42,000 bpd.

Al-Jemaz further disclosed that Mina 

Abdullah refinery is also preparing 

to produce gasoline fuel which is 

expected to increase the operational 

flexibility of the refinery. Following 

the installation of a new production 

unit, run on the technique of reform-

ing catalyst, the refinery will be pro-

ducing for the first time in its history 

21,000 bpd of gasoline fuel.

It is worth mentioning that several 

buildings and utilities at the refinery 

will be updated to cope with the new 

capabilities of the refinery. In addi-

tion, a training center will be estab-

lished to focus on training courses 

and programs aimed at refreshing 

and improving the skills of person-

nel so that they can manage their 

tasks in accordance with the latest 

technical criteria accepted in this 

domain. Added to this is the move-

ment to increase the percentage of 

national personnel in the refinery up 

to 62 percent by providing new job 

vacancies for engineers and techni-

cians; the matter helps support the 

Kuwaiti labor market and push for-

ward the wheels of economic prog-

ress and development.

The latest technique 

applied in the 

environment fuel 

project helps recover 

nearly 85 percent of 

sulfur from crude oil 

Percentage of production after operating 

Environment Fuel Project (%)

Percentage of production before operating 

Environment Fuel Project (%)Products

2.82.6LPG/ Propylene

26.121.9Naphtha/ Gasoline

30.817.6Kerosene

26.430.3Gasoil

5.720.7Bunker Fuel Oil

8.26.9 Other Products
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Petrochemical industry is consid-

ered one of the most significant in 

the State of Kuwait as its derivatives, 

like ethane, propane and butane, are 

used in various industrial and com-

mercial fields. The petrochemical 

industry depends principally on 

natural gas and naphtha as primary 

substances that are then converted 

by cracking plants into gas deriva-

tives like methane, ethane, propane, 

butane and natural gasoline.

To gather more information on 

this important industry and its sig-

nificance for the future of Kuwait, 

KPC World Newsletter recently in-

terviewed Mr. Kamal Behbehani, 

Manager of Aromatics Marketing 

Department at Petrochemical Indus-

tries Company (PIC).  Behbehani 

began by briefing us on naphtha 

as it is the primary substance for 

the aromatic industry. Kuwait Na-

tional Petroleum Company (KNPC) 

provides the plant with required 

naphtha in coordination with Inter-

national Marketing Sector at KPC. 

Kamal Behbehani:
 Six Sigma program achieves savings worth $30 million 

The Aromatics Plant then produces 

paraxylene, which is completely 

exported, and petrol, which is trans-

ferred to Kuwait Styrene Company. 

The Aromatics Plant also produces 

some other minor products such as 

hydrogen, which is transferred to 

KNPC refineries.

Clarifying that paraxylene is used 

in manufacturing polyester, Behbe-

hani added that polyester is a key 

substance in the production of many 

products, including textiles, plastic 

cans, water and food containers, as 

well as an insulator in the manufac-

turing thermal insulators and coat-

ing cans and other large containers. 

He pointed out that styrene is used 

in manufacturing polystyrene which 

in turn is used in several industries 

like building insulators and food 

cans, particularly those used in very 

low temperatures. 

Asked about the productivity of Aro-

matics Plant, Behbehani made clear 

that the productivity of the plant has 

Prices of Aromatics 

Plant’s products are 

allotted as per the 

international price of 

the Kuwaiti crude oil
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reached 2.7 million tons of different 

products, including 840,000 tons 

paraxylene, 350,000 tons of petrol, 

820,000 tons of naphtha and other 

products.  

“There is a product called heavy 

aromatics which is the final prod-

uct that remains in the plant after 

extracting all other substances. This 

product was earlier used as fuel, but 

since 2011 it is being exported. The 

export of heavy aromatics is ex-

pected to bring in considerable rev-

enue as the product is used in vari-

ous applications like manufacturing 

tincture, inks, fuels for tankers and 

ships besides acting as a dissolvent 

substance.”

Commenting on the coordination 

between Aromatics Plant and Inter-

national Marketing Sector at KPC,  

Behbehani said, PIC only markets 

paraxylene. Other products like light 

naphtha are marketed by the Interna-

tional Marketing Sector, while Sty-

rene is marketed by Equate Com-

pany. Kuwait Aromatics Company 

is in charge of marketing all other 

products. 

Furthermore, PIC has a business 
team that coordinates with Interna-
tional Marketing Sector to continu-
ously provide the needs of Aromat-
ics Plant, in collaboration with KPC 
and KNPC. The team also provides 
PIC with the international price of 
the barrel of oil.

As for consumer and other promis-
ing markets of aromatics,  Behbehani 
said the total production of aromatic 
products is exported to countries of 
East Asia, including China, India, 
Pakistan, Indonesia and Taiwan. 
He pointed out that China alone ac-

counts for 50 percent of Aromatics 

Plant production.

On the other hand, Behbehani said 

the company rarely export products 

Heavy aromatics 

industry will be source 

of revenue in the 

coming phase
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to the European market as revenue 

from this market is insignificant 

compared to the Asian market. Add-

ed to this is the logistic challenges 

that PIC confronts in the European 

market; therefore, PIC gives priority 

to the Asian market as a key desti-

nation for exporting aromatic prod-

ucts.

With reference to difficulties im-

peding the marketing operations,  

Behbehani stressed that logistics 

was one of the key problems, espe-

cially with the increase in local pro-

duction. The problem has become a 

bit more drastic after some regional 

countries like Saudi Arabia, Sultan-

ate of Oman, United Arab Emirates 

and Iran decided to produce aromat-

ics. Accordingly, the demand for 

ships transporting aromatics has 

increased, but since there are only 

limited ships available, with the 

international trend towards VLCC 

tankers to transport oil and its prod-

ucts, this has created a shortage of 

ships. However, PIC has endorsed 

four long-term contracts with inter-

national companies to successfully 

meet its obligations in this regard.

Asked on the hazards which may 

jeopardize tankers and steamers such 

as piracy, Behbehani clarified that 

Equate Company, which is the re-

sponsible for transporting and mar-

keting a number of aromatic products 

such as ethylene-glycol and paraxy-

lene, has signed several insurance 

documents with large insurance com-

panies, to secure the cargos of the 

aromatic products as a precautionary 

procedure. 

As for the fluctuation in prices and 

its impact on production, Behbehani 

said the Aromatics Plant works to its 

Logistic requirements 

are among our key 

challenges
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full productivity, regardless of the 

fluctuation in prices, to meet its ob-

ligations; whether they are monthly, 

long-term or short-term ones. How-

ever, aromatic products are priced 

as per the price of barrel of oil inter-

nationally, and the price of naphtha, 

which is the key feed of the aromatic 

industry. 

“Indisputably, there are other minor 

factors influencing the prices; but 

their impact is limited. Most of these 

factors concern the process of char-

tering ships, climatic conditions and 

marine accidents as they negatively 

influence the operations of the com-

pany and its obligations.”

With reference to PIC unique experi-

ence in applying the Six Sigma pro-

gram and its impact on reducing the 

cost in general,  Behbehani said, “Ap-

plying this program definitely helped 

improve the quality and increase the 

amount of revenues as we managed 

to save nearly $27-30 million at the 

end of the financial year 2011/2012. 

I would like to confirm from my 

personal experience that Six Sigma 

program is one of the best programs 

applied on the company’s projects 

due to its great economic feasibility; 

therefore, I hope to generalize it in all 

activities of the sector.”

On the future vision of PIC and 

Aromatics Plant, Behbehani clari-

fied that the company has ambitious 

plan aimed at improving revenues 

through generalizing the applica-

tions of Six Sigma program to han-

dling the problems of shipping and 

reducing its costs, revealing that the 

latest application of Six Sigma in 

Aromatics Plant saved roughly $12 

million.

Applying six sigma 

programs helps develop 

performance and 

increase the products’ 

quality
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KOC boosts its status internationally

Ahmad Al-Jasmi:
KwIDF center is a source of 
pride for Kuwait and Kuwaitis

In a new step aimed at highlighting its 

status among its international coun-

terparts, Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) 

inaugurated the Kuwait Integrated 

Digital Field (KwIDF) center, which 

is considered the first of its kind in 

the world. In addition, the project 

provides engineers and geologists in 

charge of supervising fields with a 

clear image of fields that help them 

make appropriate and timely deci-

sions based on information collected 

from each oil well. 

To learn more information about 

KwIDF center, KPC World Newslet-

ter interviewed Mr. Ahmad Khalid Al-

Jasmi, Team Leader of Research and 

Technology for Superficial Utilities 

– Research and Technology Group at 

KOC. Al-Jasmi began by elaborating 

on the project from the time it was 

just an idea three years ago.

Al-Jasmi said, “Three years ago we 

began thinking and searching for ap-

propriate ways to harness modern 

technology in the oilfields. We stud-

ied the experiences of international 

companies involved in oilfields; how-

ever, we did not find a proper way to 

meet our ambitions in dealing with 

oilfields.”

“So we decided to establish an inte-

grated center for information about 

oilfields in association with three 

large companies involved in oilfield 

technology. After conducting exten-

sive studies in this regard, we started 

the implementation of the project 

which is considered the pride for Ku-

wait, KPC, KOC and Kuwaiti engi-

neers.”

Goals

On the goals of the project and its har-

mony with KOC’s strategy which is 

aimed at increasing productivity, Al-

Jasmi made clear that the project has 

several objectives that cope with the 

company’s strategy, as the project is 

linked to three other projects – safety 

and environment project, control-

ling oil reserve project and control-

ling the way of production project. 

These three projects are very vital as 

they underpin the company’s steps to 

achieve its strategy. 

KwIDF center project is also aimed at 

urging Kuwaiti personnel to achieve 

more innovations that will further help 

bolster the company’s status interna-

tionally. The success of the digital oil 

field project, which is considered a 

leap in production, is aimed at mov-

ing KOC from a traditional model to 

a smart one.

Human Resources 

With regard to the national person-

nel and their ability to run the fields 

remotely, Al-Jasmi pointed out the 

national personnel has the required 

superior skills to deal with modern 

technology. In addition, they are keen 

on updating technological systems as 

per developments taking place in the 

international arena and therefore they 

regularly submit proposals on this 

The center provides 

decision-makers with 

sufficient information 

on fields in a record 

time
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field to the higher administration of 

the company. Moreover, a large num-

ber of national personnel have under-

gone intensive training courses at the 

Kuwait Center for KwIDF, including 

several specialists such as petroleum 

engineers, geologists and field tech-

nicians. The Center also holds regu-

lar training courses for the national 

personnel to equip them to efficiently 

collaborate and coordinate with vari-

ous crews working in this domain to 

fulfill the required results.

The Feasibility Study 

On the economic feasibility and the 

environmental benefits of the project, 

Al-Jasmi said the project’s feasibility 

study has indicated a profitable re-

turn on the level of productivity from 

fields and the level of prolonging the 

presumptive lifespan of the oil res-

ervoirs. In addition, the employee’s 

productivity will increase over 50 

percent; while losses from security 

and safety issues will be considerably 

decreased, particularly as the num-

ber of wells reaches nearly 2000 and 

it would necessitate daily checks by 

technicians.

As for the environmental benefits 

gained from the center, we can say 

that the modern technology will help 

in the discovery of any oil or gas 

spills as soon as they occur, thereby 

allowing them to be controlled in a 

timely manner, as well as reduce the 

quantity of burning gases. This also 

helps support the company’s efforts 

aimed at applying the health, safety 

and environment systems.

Asked about the difficulties which 

the project confronted, Al-Jasmi said 

some of these challenges were in crys-

tallizing the idea of the project and on 

how to achieve it. “After seeking the 

assistance of specialized companies 

in this regard, we identified the prob-

lems we faced and the solutions re-

quired to handle them. We were keen 

on finding the best ways required to 

achieve this task, or let’s say our goal. 

Accordingly, the related studies were 

conducted to realize the possibility of 

accomplishing such goals.”

Al-Jasmi went on to say that KOC’s 

higher administration puts its trust in 

its personnel; therefore, it has sup-

ported the team materially and finan-

cially after reviewing the feasibility 

study, as well as the economic and en-

vironmental returns from the project.

Al-Jasmi further said, “Our ambitions 

and hopes are to implement the best 

ways of dealing with oilfields, in terms 

of exploration, production and pre-

serving the oil reserves, as well as to 

change the way of thinking and work 

culture of personnel. This is aimed at 

urging them to innovate and become 

distinguished for their creativity so 

that we can convey our experiences 

to colleagues in other companies lo-

cally and internationally, especially 

since we aim to get a patent for this 

center in the near future.” 

Getting patent for the 

center enables us to 

convey our experiences 

to international 

companies
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Kuwait Foreign Petroleum Explora-

tion Company (KUFPEC) is respon-

sible for running operations of ex-

ploring, drilling and producing crude 

oil and natural gas outside Kuwait. 

The company’s activities are main-

ly concentrated around areas in the 

Middle and Far East, Africa, South 

and East Asia. Over the years, KUF-

PEC has efficiently managed several 

oil and gas explorations in countries 

like Australia, China, Indonesia, Ma-

laysia, Pakistan, Tunisia, Egypt and 

Yemen. In addition, the company 

has signed agreements to sell gas 

in Australia, China, Indonesia and 

Pakistan.

To learn more about KUFPEC’s re-

cent achievements, KPC Newsletter 

interviewed  Mr. Tareq Mohammed 

Ebrahim, Manager of Far East &Aus-

tralia Region at KUFPEC. At the on-

set,  Ebrahim indicated that the com-

pany is intensifying its involvement 

in East Asian countries and Australia 

through launching several promis-

ing investments particularly in coun-

tries like Australia, China, India and 

Indonesia, where the economic and 

political situation are more stable 

than in many countries of the Middle 

East. He pointed out that KUFPEC 

operates one of the largest gas wells 

in China. This well, which was dis-

covered in 1996, supplies the city 

of Hong Kong  with one third of its 

electricity requirements.

Ebrahim emphasized that due to its 

lucrative economic returns, KUF-

PEC’s Australian projects were the 

key to its operations in the entire 

region. This was especially so, in 

the wake of recent explorations and 

the liquefied natural gas project in 

Northwest Australia, which will be 

run in collaboration with US Chev-

Tareq Ebrahim:
KUFPEC investments in Australia 
are highly profitable

The well discovered in 

China provides Hong 

Kong with one third of 

its power 
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ron Company. The aim is to achieve 

the highest possible profit from the 

project through converting the large 

quantities of gas found in Australia 

into liquified natural gas, in collabo-

ration with US ABACI Company, 

in order to market it easily. In addi-

tion, KUFPEC is collaborating with 

US Chevron to market the liquefied 

natural gas internationally. Though it 

does not own the wells, KUFPEC is 

committed through its contract with 

Chevron to build gas assembly cen-

ters and stations to liquefy and ex-

port gas.

With regard to future investments in 

Australia and KUFPEC’s plans in 

this field, Ebrahim said Australia is 

considered one of the most impor-

tant investment destinations for the 

company due to its business friend-

ly laws and governmental byelaws 

which help attract more investments. 

He further indicated that KUFPEC 

looks forward to doubling the num-

ber of personnel in its regional of-

fice in Australia from its current 14 

employees. However, the attractive 

investment climate in Australia does 

not mean that KUFPEC will focus 

all its investments there. As any oil 

company will always diligently seek 

to spread its investments to serve 

their best interests.

Asked about the capability of KUF-

PEC’s new gas projects to meet the 

requirements of Kuwait, especially 

during peak consumption in summer,  

Ebrahim said KUFPEC and Kuwait 

Petroleum Corporation (KPC) have 

held extensive discussions in order to 

optimize the benefit of such projects 

for the good of the country and its 

national economy; and accordingly, 

the International Marketing Sector at 

KPC has conducted various studies 

in this regard. 

Ebrahim added that the company 

has ambitious plans through which it 

will launch activities in new areas, in 

cooperation with other countries and 

their related government institutions. 

He further added that despite invest-

ment projects in Australia are highly 

profitable and lucrative, KUFPEC is 

keen on launching future investment 

projects in various other countries 

rather than focusing on certain spe-

cific countries.

The liquefied gas 

project in northwest 

of Australia signifies 

lucrative returns for 

Kuwait
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Abdullah Al-Ajmi:
If the security of oil sector is our goal, 
securing Kuwait’s resources is our 
ultimate target

Protection is the key for security, 

which is considered the major guar-

antee for ensuring smooth, regular 

production and maintenance opera-

tions without any hindrances. It is 

not possible to work properly in an 

atmosphere where fear prevails. Ac-

cordingly, KPC established Oil Sec-

tor Security Company (OSSC) in 

2005, as a specialized company in 

providing security and firefighting 

services for the corporation and its 

subsidiaries. 

Within a short period of its estab-

lishment, OSSC gained a leading 

status in Kuwait in providing secu-

rity services not only for the oil sec-

tor but also for the various sectors 

in society.

To shed more light on the security 

projects carried out by the company, 

the mechanisms of implementation, 

its relations with the other security 

authorities and the role of the na-

tional personnel in such activities, 

KPC World Newsletter interviewed 

Mr. Abdullah Mohamed Al-Ajmi, 

Manager Support Services (Secu-

rity).

At the onset Al-Ajmi said that since 

beginning operations, OSSC had un-

dertaken several large security proj-

ects. He stressed that prior to estab-

lishing the company each of KPC’s 

subsidiaries had its own security 

system affiliated to different depart-

ments. Moreover, most of the secu-

rity personnel who were in charge 

of securing the oil installations were 

recruited by private security com-

panies. Additionally, there was no 

a unified structure or strategic vi-

sion for security; the Vital and Oil 

Installation Security Department, at 

the Ministry of Oil, was in charge of 

securing the oil installations and the 

security sections were only tasked 

with issuing various permissions 

and checking visitors’ civil IDs at 

the gates of buildings and other sen-

sitive entrances and exits.

“As most oil installations are locat-

ed on the Gulf coast; they were not 

provided with appropriate security 

cover. For example, the oil tanks, 

distillation towers and units of man-

ufacturing, treatment and produc-

tion, which are located on the coast, 

were easily penetrable through fast 

boats. Also, the fence surrounding 

the land area could be easily pen-

etrated because it lacked permanent 

surveillance. All these weak points 

led to the need for unifying security 

services in KPC and its subsidiaries 

under one umbrella.”

Since its establishment, OSSC has 

shouldered the responsibility of 

plugging these security loopholes, 

the existence of which was con-

firmed by an in-depth study conduct-

ed by an international specialized 

Al-Ajmi affirms OSSC is part of the Kuwaiti society

We’re proud that we 

have achieved a leading 

role in the project of 

Kuwaitization in the oil 

sector
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security consultant. Consequently, 

the company commenced establish-

ing a security organization in Al-

Shuaiba Industrial Area and Sabhan 

Central Warehouse, in collaboration 

and coordination with a ministerial 

committee affiliated to the cabinet 

and which was in charge of follow-

ing up the security decisions. This 

organization represented a major 

achievement on the level of the oil 

sector’s security; in addition, it has 

been applauded and appreciated by 

international security experts.

Al-Ajmi clarified that the security 

organization in Al-Shuaiba is com-

posed of an exterior fence surround-

ing the refineries of KNPC and Al-

Shuaiba Industrial Zone; in addition 

to other fences surrounding Sabhan 

Central Warehouse. These protec-

tions include an electrical fence, 

security control cameras and fixed 

and mobile communication sys-

tems. It also encompasses a control 

center for coordination, communi-

cation and information. This center 

includes large screens that enable 

monitoring and covering all areas.

Al-Ajmi further underlined the 

company’s achievement of imple-

menting “Kuwaitization” on the 

level of the oil sector; accordingly, 

the company has recruited Kuwaiti 

youths and given them intensive 

training courses at the Petroleum 

Training Center (PTC) so as to com-

pletely depend on them to secure the 

oil installations, instead the earlier 

expatriate personnel. In the same 

context, a number of securitymen 

have been selected to join special-

ized training courses on the indus-

trial security of installations, the 

marine security and how to discover 

and safely remove explosives. Af-

ter that, OSSC, in collaboration and 

coordination with the committee of 

following up the security decisions, 

held specialized training courses for 

those selected recruits to become 

a core of the company’s industrial 

force, which is composed of indus-

trial security force for vital installa-

tions, the force for securing coasts 

and K-9.

Moreover, OSSC succeeded for 

the first time in the history of the 

oil sector in having a deal with In-

terior Ministry to use the security 

personnel of the oil sector along 

with employees of Security Depart-

ment for Vital and Oil Installations 

and the Coast Guard Department, 

which is in charge of securing the 

marine fronts of refineries. At the 

same time, it has a deal to inspect 

the vehicles which enter the oil sites 

using sniffer dogs to make sure that 

they do not have any explosives or 

banned items. Also, OSSC coordi-

nates with the oil companies and the 

The security 

organization in Shuaiba 

is an example in 

securing oil installations
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committee regarding any new secu-

rity projects. 

Al-Ajmi added that the step of join-

ing the security services in KPC and 

its subsidiaries to OSSC is a great 

success in this domain, the matter 

helped establish centralized control 

in the oil sector’s security services 

and it helped the oil companies to 

fulfill their basic duties such as pro-

duction, exporting and refining oil. 

Cooperation with security author-

ities

With reference to collaboration with 

the concerned government security 

authorities as epitomized by Interior 

Ministry, the National Security Sys-

tem and Kuwait Fire Service Direc-

torate, Al-Ajmi clarified that OSSC 

is part of the Kuwaiti society; there-

fore, it is keen on collaborating with 

all authorities to achieve the general 

concept of security, stressing the 

fact that if the security of oil sec-

tor is the company’s goal, securing 

Kuwait’s resources is its ultimate 

target. However, this cannot be ac-

complished without sincere coop-

eration and transparency. He added 

the company managed to underpin 

its relations with the various depart-

ments of Interior Ministry.

Al-Ajmi went on to say that Interior 

Ministry supervises the activities of 

the company’s industrial forces; in 

addition, the administrative system 

of these forces coordinates daily 

with the various concerned depart-

ments at Interior Ministry. More-

over, the Coast Protection Force is 

working under the umbrella of Na-

tional Coast Guard as it takes part in 

protecting and securing the tankers 

loaded with liquefied natural gas.

Crisis Management 

Asked about the technical efficiency 
of personnel and their experience in 
handling crisis, Al-Ajmi said the 
company has Crisis Management 
Center which is one of the key el-
ements in the security organization 
in Al-Shuaiba Industrial Zone and 
Sabhan Central Warehouse. It is 
called Control Center for coordina-
tion, communication and informa-
tion and it works 24 hours every day. 
It is outfitted with advanced equip-
ment needed to manage emergen-
cies before and during their occur-
rence. Moreover, OSSC is currently 
establishing a similar center to link 
among the various Crisis Manage-
ment Departments in all KPC’s sub-
sidiaries to manage emergencies. It 
can also be used in emergencies on 
the national level.

Oil dispatches

As for the oil discharges and the 

company’s role in treating them, 

Al-Ajmi said OSSC spares no effort 

to control oil spills that might take 

place occasionally, as its role does 

not stop at the level of providing se-

curity services. It is noteworthy that 

on several occasions the security-

men of the company reported oil 

Our practical steps 

and strategy underpin 

KPC’s trust in our 

abilities
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spills that occurred in Kuwait Oil 

Company. Also, in August 2010, 

the Coast Protection operatives in-

teracted positively with the oil spill 

that took place while loading one 

of the tankers at the southern pier 

in Mina Al-Ahmadi Refinery. They 

participated in moving the personnel 

of Environment Section at KNPC to 

the site of the oil dispatch; in addi-

tion, they took part in controlling 

and removing the oil from water.

Al-Ajmi indicated that KPC and 

its subsidiaries gave directives to 

OSSC to carry out Specialized Oil 

Response Control; the matter re-

flects KPC’s trust in the abilities of 

OSSC which has already started the 

implementation of the project which 

is expected to be done within three 

years.

As for the step of recruiting Kuwaiti 

securitymen in the important instal-

lations in the oil sector, Al-Ajmi em-

phasized that it is a successful step 

as the security-men of OSSC proved 

they are able to shoulder the respon-

sibility and secure the country’s oil 

resources.

He further indicated that the tasks of 

OSSC’s security-men do not stop at 

the level of the traditional work of 

inspection, monitoring and guard-

ing, as they take part in settling riots 

besides dispatching security patrols 

in the various oil sites.

Asked about OSSC’s plans allot-

ted to protect the beaches which are 

near the oil refineries and ports, he 

said the company has installed an 

8-kilometer-fence in the area of re-

fineries towards the sea.

“We are currently coordinating with 
the concerned committee to fix im-
penetrable marine barriers in the 
coastal areas which are near Mina 
Abdullah Refinery and Mina Al-
Ahmadi Refinery; in addition, it is 
expected to conduct field tests for 
these barriers soon.”

Commenting on the percentage of 

the national personnel in this field, 

he clarified this percentage reached 

98.2% of the total staff and it is the 

highest percentage of Kuwaitization 

in the government authorities. He 

added the number of OSSC’s per-

sonnel included almost 1300 securi-

ty-men distributed at the various oil 

installations. In addition, about 300 

trainees are being trained in PTC to 

prepare them to join the company 

and meet the additional security re-

quirements of the oil sector.

Al-Ajmi further made clear that the 

security-men are distributed in the 

oil sector’s companies as per certain 

criteria such as the needs of each 

company and the recommendations 

of the security consultant. These 

recommendations depend basically 

on field study on the various sites of 

each company to identify the points 

of weakness and cover them.

300 new trainees 

available to meet the oil 

companies’ needs from 

securitymen
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Saeed Al-Shaheen:
KOC to standardize the artificial pumping technique in 
its fields soon

Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) con-

tinuously seeks to apply the lat-

est international techniques in or-

der to increase production from 

its oil reservoirs, in line with the 

2030 strategic directives that are 

aimed at increasing production to 

4 million bpd of crude oil. In this 

context, KOC has introduced arti-

ficial pumping techniques that are 

considered the latest method to 

help increase production from oil 

wells.

To learn more about this technique 
and its impact on KOC’s produc-
tion, as well as its strategic plans 
for 2030, KPC World Newsletter 
interviewed Mr. Saeed Al-Sha-
heen, Manager of Well Surveil-
lance Group at KOC. Clarifying 
that the natural oil- lift of wells 
differ from one well to another, Al-
Shaheen said, the differences de-
pend on various factors, including 
depth of the well, its pressure and 
the general characteristics of well 
itself. For the most part, oil wells 
already explored in Kuwait have 
the pressure to produce oil and gas. 

However, this natural pressure de-
creases over time due to the long 
periods of production and the hike 
in the percentage of the associated 
water coming out from some res-
ervoirs. Consequently, the oil res-
ervoirs gradually lose their natural 
ability to produce cost-effective 
quantities of oil which are required 
for commercial purposes. There-
fore artificial techniques of lifting 
the oil were found to be essential.

Al-Shaheen added that, due to its 
ability to increase oil production 
efficiently, the pumps used by KOC 
were mainly the submerged electri-
cal pumps, which are also the most 
common artificial technique used 
in lifting oil worldwide.

Al-Shaheen stated that artificial 
pumping basically involves sub-
merged electrical pumps with 
production capacity ranging from 
150,000 - 400,000 bpd and the 
ability to pump up oil from 10,000 
-12,000 feet depths. The oil at the 
bottom is pumped up from the bot-
tom of the reservoirs to assembly 
centers located on the surface. This 

KOC applied this 

technique in its western 

oilfields 20 years ago
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technique helps double the produc-
tion of the producing wells; in ad-
dition, it is used to get water out 
from the bottom of the ground and 
for injecting in reservoirs. 

Speaking about the techniques 
employed, Al-Shaheen said there 
are several electrical equipment 
and apparatuses used to operate 
the submerged pumps and control 
their performance including:

- A resource for power (generator 
or government power)

- Transformer to provide appropri-
ate quantities of electricity

- Operation system to control the 
pump

- Submerged pump

- Insulator and protector to sepa-
rate the liquids produced by the 
generator

- Electrical cable to conduct power 
from the surface to the submerged 
generator 

- An apparatus to measure pressure 
and temperature in the bottoms of 
the well and the pump

Asked about the actual need of 

Kuwait’s oilfields, particularly the 

fields of the North for such tech-

nique, Al-Shaheen replied it is a 

known fact that the production of 

the fields of the North is very lu-

crative; yet, the production of a 

number of these wells have clearly 

decreased due to falling natural 

pressure. Therefore, it was im-

portant to apply such technique to 

maintain the flow rate.

To maintain this rate the team re-

sponsible for artificial pumping – 

one of Well Surveillance Group at 

KOC – has applied the technique 

of pumping with water. At this 

phase of the reservoir’s lifespan, 

the technique of artificial pumping 

is considered the best choice to ef-

fectively help them recover their 

previous level of production, par-

ticularly with the increase in quan-

tities of water associated with oil 

or gas in the reservoir.

Al-Shaheen further noted, “They 

already managed to fix more than 

700 submerged pumps in a record 

The artificial pumping 

technique revives the 

normal production 

capability of wells
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time; this helped in preserving the 

production of the reservoirs partic-

ularly North Kuwait’s fields whose 

production have now reached 

430,000 bpd. This accordingly 

helps accomplish KOC 2030 stra-

tegic plans to increase the rate of 

production up to 4 million bpd.” 

On the step of standardizing this 

technique in the company’s other 

fields, Al-Shaheen clarified this 

technique has been already applied 

in KOC’s West wells for 20 years; 

in addition, it is applied also in Al-

Ritqa and Al-Abdali oilfields in 

the North Area.

In fact, specialized teams that were 

experienced in this technique for 

more than 3 years, working on over 

30 wells of low pressure, were em-

ployed to apply this technique on 

Al-Sabriya and Al-Rawdhatain 

fields. Accordingly, the teams have 

allotted future plans to standardize 

the experience on all oil wells of the 

North to preserve their production.

Al-Shaheen further added that 

these teams continuously provide 

the Well Surveillance Group with 

their annual plans to provide them 

with the appropriate number of 

pumps required for this technique. 

He also pointed out that the com-

pany is studying several offers sub-

mitted by local and international 

companies to select the one which 

can meet the requirements of this 

technique. However, the company 

has currently contracts with inter-

national companies working in this 

field like Schlumberger, General 

Electric and it is expected to take 

five years to implement such con-

tracts.

With reference to the relation be-

tween the artificial pumping tech-

nique and  smart fields, he said 

there is a direct relation between 

such technique and the smart fields 

since the step of producing through 

the submerged pumps is consid-

ered one of the most important 

KOC is studying several 

offers submitted by 

international companies 

to apply such technique 
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goals of the smart fields; therefore, 

any technical fault taking place in 

such pumps leads to suspending 

production from these fields. 

As a large number of wells de-

pend on this technique, KOC pays 

special concern to the process-

es of following up these pumps 

through the project of the smart 

oilfields. These processes moni-

tor and check these pumps round 

the clock; in addition to taking the 

appropriate technical decisions in 

case any operational change or 

breakdowns take place. This regu-

lar maintenance helps prolong the 

lifespan of the pumps.

Al-Shaheen added the smart oil-

field system produces technical 

notifications through which con-

cerned engineers can conduct in-

tensive surveillance on a large 

number of pumps. This helps to 

reduce the time required to take 

any related technical decision. In 

addition, the smart oilfield and the 

surveillance system allow techni-

cians to operate or suspend the 

pumps without having to rush to 

the wells, especially during emer-

gencies, in the night or when 

weather conditions do not permit 

easy access to these sites. So this 

system not only protects the safety 

of personnel but also preserves the 

company’s assets.

As for the results acquired from 

applying such technique, Al-Sha-

heen concluded his speech say-

ing that the technique has played 

a positive role in increasing the 

production of wells, especially 

those wells whose production 

had begun to decrease. In addi-

tion, the technique helped in re-

activating a large number of wells 

whose production was suspended 

due to the decrease of the reser-

voirs’ pressure, or the increase of 

the percentage of associated water 

or other matters that hindered the 

normal production of the well.

The artificial pumping 

technique helps achieve 

the goals of the smart 

oilfield
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Ahmad Al-Edan:
KOC conducted the biggest seismic 
survey in exploring Motriba Oilfield

Kuwait Oil Company (KOC) takes 

practical steps to achieve its strat-

egy and the strategic directives of 

KPC that are aimed at increasing 

productivity to four million bpd. To 

accomplish this goal, the company 

began exploring more oil fields 

through conducting the largest seis-

mic survey in Kuwait’s history.  

To learn more about new explo-

rations at KOC and specifically 

about the Motriba oilfields, which 

had been recently explored, KPC 

World Newsletter interviewed 

Ahmad Al-Edan, Manager of Ex-

ploration Group at KOC. Motriba 

oilfield is considered one of the 

important explorations that KOC 

recently undertook; the oilfield is 

huge and has large quantities of oil 

and gas reserves, said Al-Edan at 

the onset of the interview.

“Since this great exploration was 

officially promulgated during the 

75th anniversary of KOC in the 

presence of HH the Amir Sheikh 

Sabah Al-Ahmad, the company 

exerts tremendous efforts to allot 

an appropriate plan to resume the 

activities of exploration and drill-

ing. The plan envisages identify-

ing the borders of this large oilfield 

and approving the proper develop-

ments to convert it into a produc-

tive reservoir.”

Al-Edan indicated that only one 

reservoir, Al-Marat Reservoir that 

belongs to the Jurassic era, has 

been explored so far.  The com-

pany is currently resuming its ex-

plorations in several layers in the 

field.

With regard to the phases of de-

veloping Motriba field, Al-Edan 

clarified that several phases are be-

ing carried out on explored fields, 

starting with exploration phase 

and the phases of development and 

production. However, there is big 

difference between exploration 

and development as epitomized in 

the following points: 

- Exploration phase is carried out 

through conducting a number of 

studies and collecting informa-

tion to analyze it to identify the 

geological nature of the area and 

paving the way to commence the 

drilling activities. These activities 

prove the success or the failure of 

studies conducted in this regard. 

After that, they are accordingly as-

sessed to conduct more geological 

and geophysical studies to execute 

precise drilling activities that iden-

tify the new reserve quantities of 

oil and gas, and to move on to the 

next phase.

- The phase of development and 

production in which the explored 

field is turned over to the con-

cerned development departments 

to enable them to allot plans and 

studies aimed at activating produc-

tion from the field.

On the technology applied in ex-

ploration and development opera-

tions in Motriba oilfield, Al-Edan 

said KOC is considered one of the 

pioneering companies in applying 

the latest technologies in seismic 

Motriba oilfield has 

proved the accuracy 

of studies conducted 

by Exploration Group 

which shows Kuwait 

possesses economic
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surveys and exploration activities. 

For example, in 2003, the company 

conducted a 3D-seismic survey, in 

collaboration with specialized in-

ternational companies, using nano-

technology. This was the first time 

in the world that such technology 

was used in conducting survey.

Since 2003, the company has ap-

plied such technology extensively 

in its projects; this helped it to ef-

fectively carry out its explorations, 

particularly the most recent one. 

The Exploration Group efficiently 

initiated its 3D-seismic surveys 

along desert areas in North Kuwait. 

These operations are considered the 

largest in the world in terms of the 

number of nano-digital receiving 

sets. The company seeks diligently 

to achieve several exploration and 

development goals through apply-

ing such technology. It is notewor-

thy that this huge survey covered 

nearly 4,700 square kilometers of 

gas and oil fields in the North area 

of Kuwait. 

With reference to the targeted pro-

duction from the field and its na-

ture, Al-Edan pointed out that ini-

tial studies conducted on reservoirs 

and results collected in this domain 

proved that Motriba oilfield is able 

to produce nearly 80,000 bpd of 

light oil; in addition to 100 million 

cubic feet from associated gas dai-

ly. These assessments play a great 

part in achieving the company’s 

strategy of producing 750,000 bpd 

besides 1.5 billion cubic feet of gas 

daily.

Al-Edan clarified that Motriba 

field will play a significant role in 

covering the natural gas needs of 

Kuwait as it ahs lucrative quanti-

ties of light oil and gas. He went 

on to say that these explorations 

added to the previous explorations 

that were conducted in the past ten 

years and promulgated officially 

by former Minister of Oil Sheikh 

Ahmad Al-Fahd Al-Sabah in 2005 

for exploration of natural gas.

Asked about the importance of ex-

ploring light oil, Al-Edan said the 

light oils and their associated gas 

have high economic value as they 

increase the local production of gas 

and helps in increasing the interna-

tional price of the Kuwaiti crude 

oil, through adding it to other oils 

of lower quality. At the same time 

this maintains the quality standard 

of Kuwaiti oil exported abroad.

Exploring Motriba oilfield proved 

the accuracy of the geological and 

geophysical studies conducted by 

Exploration Group at KOC and 

revealed the fact that Kuwait has 

rich economically viable quantities 

of light oil and natural gas.

The future

Al-Edan further added that all ar-

eas which are under the Explora-

tion Group are treated by a unified 

mechanism, which is approved in 

line with multiple accredited crite-

ria employed in this field. 

KOC pays special concern to gas 

explorations due to their strategic 

dimensions for the company and 

the country; in addition, KOC pri-

oritizes the environmental impact 

during its operations. This may lead 

to postponing some explorations to 

make sure that there are no environ-

mental harms. For example, some 

explorations are accompanied with 

lucrative quantities of gas; there-

fore, they need special equipments 

to cope with the nature of the reser-

voir and quantities of gas available 

in it. At the same time, the company 

does not ignore the economic value 

of the explored fields and it priori-

tizes fields of large production, as 

in the case of Motriba field.

We resume executing 

operations of 

exploration and drilling 

to identify the borders 

of Motriba field to 

allot appropriate 

development plans
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Anwar Ben Salamah:
PIC prepares to issue its first report on sustainable development coincid-
ing with its celebrations to mark its 50th anniversary of establishment
Sustainable development is con-

sidered one of the modern con-

cepts that help create a work en-

vironment capable of positively 

interacting with the continuous 

changes in various economic, en-

vironmental and social sides. From 

following up the progress on the 

sustainable development concept, 

and the international experiences 

applied in several sectors, partic-

ularly the production ones, it has 

become obvious that the role of 

the public and private institutions 

is essential in this process and this 

has been made clear from experi-

ences of countries that took this 

initiative early on. 

Due to the importance of the con-

cepts of social and environment re-

sponsibility which lead to achiev-

ing sustainable development, 

Petrochemical Industries Compa-

ny (PIC) is preparing to issue its 

first report on sustainable develop-

ment.

To learn more about the compa-

ny’s efforts in this domain, KPC 

World Newsletter interviewed An-

war Ben Salamah, Deputy Chair-

man & DMD – Planning at PIC. 

At the onset, Salamah said that for 

a long time now the company has 

not only prioritized profits but also 

paid special attention to social and 

environmental issues.

“Thanks to the tremendous efforts 

exerted by PIC, the company re-

ceived a certificate in responsible 

patronage in 2011. However, we are 

now preparing to publish the first 

report on sustainable development, 

so as to document our journey in 

this domain and to provide assur-

ance that the company is capable 

of confronting the economic, en-

vironmental and social challenges 

which it may face while fulfilling 

the targets of sustainable develop-

ment,” he added.

Salamah made clear that this report 

is aimed at highlighting the eco-

nomic, environmental and social 

efforts that the company exerts in 

this domain; in addition, it links the 

application of the company’s strat-

egies with its economic, environ-

mental and social goals. This leads 

to achieving sustainable develop-

ment while having positive impact 

on clients, personnel, investors and 

even the societies where the com-

pany operates.

With regard to the contents of the 

report, Salamah clarified that PIC 

has prepared, in collaboration with 

the concerned international author-

ities, a special index attached with 

the report to identify the work na-

ture of each department and its as-

sessment after one year, to ensure 

The report documents 

the company’s 

economic, societal and 

environment journey
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they are properly benefiting from 

the report.

Salamah added PIC will achieve 

several positive results from ap-

plying the sustainable development 

project as it will be documenting 

its journey by publishing the above 

mentioned report, executing its 

strategy, optimizing the returns of 

its operations for the good of the 

local economy and  society, re-

ducing the negative environmen-

tal impacts and utilizing best the 

resources and reducing costs and 

harmful emissions.  In addition, 

the project will enable the reduc-

tion of business risks by bolstering 

collaboration with clients and help 

carry out environmental and social 

initiatives regionally that will help 

achieve social satisfaction.

Commenting on what was achieved 

from the report of the sustainable 

development, Salamah said, “The 

first phase of report, which was 

achieved between January and 

March 2012, included an extensive 

assessment of its activities and 

regulations applied in this respect 

to identify the goals required to 

be fulfilled on the long run. It in-

cluded training courses for manag-

ers and team leaders to allow them 

to become familiar with the re-

quirements of issuing such report. 

This phase managed to identify 24 

goals.”

The second phase commenced in 

April, 2012 and will be terminat-

ed by March, 2013. It includes 15 

long-term goals to be fulfilled and 

also assesses the company’s per-

formance as per 28 indices which 

were allotted in the first phase. 

Meanwhile, the third phase which 

extends from April -July, 2013 is 

tasked with collecting data and 

information required to issue the 

report to coincide with the compa-

ny’s golden jubilee anniversary. 

To carry out the goals of sustain-

able development in the company, 

the number of steps to be taken are 

as follows:

The first step: To identify the sus-

tainable development risks in the 

index of the initiative of interna-

tional reports regarding the oil and 

gas sector.

The second step: To conduct a 

comprehensive review to assess 

and analyze the register of risks 

at the company, in particular what 

is related to operations, exporting 

and marketing.

The last step: To identify the risks 

which are related to sustainable 

development with reference to the 

register of Risk Management De-

partment, mentioned above.

As for the efforts exerted to boost 

the sustainability culture in the 

company, Salamah clarified that 

awareness seminars and work-

shops are regularly held for the 

company’s personnel besides is-

suing visual awareness messages 

aimed at reducing the consump-

tion of energy in the company’s 

utilities. He further stressed that 

due to several economic changes 

occurring all the world the practic-

es of sustainable development are 

prioritized internationally, region-

ally and locally. Furthermore, in 

the coming years, more companies 

and authorities will begin prioritiz-

ing the basics and concepts of sus-

tainable development to meet the 

needs and ambitions of the coming 

generations.

PIC gets Responsible 

Patronage Certificate 

as an appreciation for 

its efforts in the field of 

social responsibility
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She underlines KPC’s role in achieving sustainable energy

Dr. Fatima Al-Shatti:
Kuwait’s participation in the Rio+20 Confab affirms its 
commitment to decisions taken at Earth Summit

Twenty years ago, leaders from over 

100 countries gathered in Brazil’s 

commercial capital Rio de Janeiro as 

part of the United Nations Environ-

ment and Development Conference 

dubbed “Earth Summit”. A number 

of important recommendations and 

initiatives were taken during that 

summit, including the agenda of the 

twenty-first century, the Rio An-

nouncement regarding environment 

and development, the statement of 

forests’ principles, United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate 

Change and UN Convention on Eco-

system. It is noteworthy that from 

the first day of the Earth Summit, the 

State of Kuwait was committed to 

the decisions and commendations is-

sued in this regard. In addition, it has 

sought for over twenty years through 

its various systems and institutions 

to achieve the concept of sustain-

ability in economy, environment and 

society.

The State of Kuwait recently par-

ticipated in the activities of Rio +20 

United Nations Conference on Sus-

tainable Development through a high-

level delegation headed by Sheikha 

Ahmthal Al-Ahmad, Chairperson of 

Voluntary Work Center. The delega-

tion included representatives from the 

Higher Council for Planning and De-

velopment, Kuwait Petroleum Cor-

poration (KPC), Environment Public 

Authority (EPA), Public Authority 

for Industry (PAI) and the concerned 

ministries and institutions.

To shed more light on KPC’s role in 

implementing the requirements of 

sustainable development, KPC World 

Newsletter interviewed Dr. Fatima 

Al-Shatti, Manager of Environment 

Department at KPC and representa-

tive of KPC in the delegation, that 

took part in Rio+20 conference.

Al-Shatti said, “I would like in the 

beginning to indicate that Kuwait 

participated in the conference for two 

reasons; the first is to confirm its ob-

ligation to what has been approved in 

First Earth Summit in 1992; while the 

second reason was to thank United 

We’re proud of 

Kuwait’s achievements 

epitomized in reducing 

poverty and providing a 

comfortable lifestyle for 

its citizens and residents
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Nations Organization for the support 

and environment and humanitarian 

assistance it provided to Kuwait dur-

ing the Iraqi invasion in 1990-1991.”

“I’d like to point out that Kuwait’s 

initiative included the dropping of 

loans taken by some poor countries 

and the establishment of a natural re-

serve on 10 percent of its total land 

area with the aim of achieving sus-

tainable development. In addition, it 

is committed to accomplishing sus-

tainable development of Kuwaiti so-

ciety, as well as establishing a sturdy 

economy based on various and mul-

tiple resources. These initiatives have 

already been initiated by allotting the 

national developmental plan.

Al-Shatti went on to say that the Sec-

retariat-General of Higher Council 

for Planning and Development seeks 

to establish a database for the govern-

ment and private sectors to provide 

appropriate indicators through which 

the economic and social development 

plans are assessed. It believes in the 

importance of the regional and inter-

national causes which are related to 

environment and sustainable devel-

opment. Accordingly, it diligently 

seeks to bolster regional and interna-

tional cooperation through adopting 

the principle of joint responsibilities 

among countries as per their capabili-

ties.

With regard to Kuwait’s achieve-

ments to accomplish the sustainable 

development, Al-Shatti clarified that 

these achievements can be summed 

up in the following points:

Social Enablement 

The State of Kuwait is proud of what 

it has accomplished in the field of re-

ducing poverty and providing a com-

fortable lifestyle for its citizens and 

hundreds of thousands of residents. 

It is possible to say that the percent-

age of unemployment among Kuwaiti 

citizens is almost negligible, as the 

country provides financial compensa-

tion for the citizens who are waiting 

for their employment. It also con-

We seek diligently to 

diversify the industrial 

production to underpin 

the national economy
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ducts training courses for graduates to 

move to the private sector. Moreover, 

it enables people with special needs to 

lead a comfortable life by providing 

them with job vacancies and offering 

financial incentives to establish small 

projects. Furthermore, it has raised 

the maximum level of pensions; in 

addition, retired personnel can join 

the private sector and keep the fi-

nancial privileges of their retirement 

from the public sector to take part 

in reinforcing the national income. 

There are several free press and me-

dia institutions operating in line with 

the law; in addition, the country spon-

sors the institutions of the civil soci-

ety; moreover, woman have received 

full political rights such as the right 

of voting, standing in parliamentary 

elections and joining the cabinet.

Education 

The percentage of illiteracy has de-

creased among Kuwaitis by three per-

cent and it reached less than one per-

cent for ages above 24, thanks to large 

investments allotted for education 

and schools whose number reached 

1248, a third of which belong in the 

private sector. In addition, the num-

ber of teachers reached 66,000 and 

they educate over 500,000 students as 

per the statistics of 2010/2011. 

Demography 

Kuwait’s population has been increas-
ing exponentially since the 1950’s, 
primarily due to the government pol-
icy in supporting young families. The 
Kuwaiti population amounted to only 
169,000 in 1965 (plus about 300,000 
non-Kuwaitis), reaching 860,000 in 
2005 and over one million in 2010 (a 
growth rate of over 30.5 percent). The 
total population in 2011 is estimated 
at 3.7 million out of which 2.5 mil-
lion are expatriates. The rapid expan-
sion in Kuwaiti population has led 
to prolonging the period of waiting 
for governmental accommodation to 
over 5 years. However, the projects of 
housing top the government’s priori-
ties and development plans.

Health Care

The State of Kuwait is distinguished 
with the inclusive health care which 
it provides to citizens and residents. 
This has been positively reflected on 
the rates of deaths in 2012 since the 
Crude Birth Rate/1000 population 
is 16.1; the Crude Death Rate/1000 
population stands at 1.5 and for In-
fant Mortality/1000 live births is 8.7. 
Moreover, the life expectancy for Ku-
waiti males is 75.5 and for Kuwaiti 
females is 79.2.

Environment Protection and Bio-

logical Diversity 

The environment in the State of Ku-

wait has suffered a lot from negative 

malpractices committed during the 

first phase of the inclusive develop-

ment plan, in addition to environ-

mental pollution that resulted from 

occupation, war and destruction. Con-

sequently, Kuwait diligently seeks 

to balance its environment through 

reducing the sources of contamina-

tion and environmental malpractices 

and rejuvenating the environment 

through establishing organizational 

frameworks to manage an integrated 

environment and allot reserves and 

national parks whose areas reached 

10 percent of Kuwait’s land area.

It is worth mentioning that the ini-

tiatives of the civil society represent 

a motive for the government work, 

especially in the environment field, 

while continuing to support the rights 

of the family and taking care of people 

with special needs. The participation 

of civil society has allowed for clear 

strategies to be developed on protect-

ing the environment and sponsoring 

natural reserves and protecting migra-

tory birds as well as campaigns aimed 

at managing and cleaning beaches. 

Added to this is creating awareness 

campaigns that are aimed at recycling 

waste.

Water and Energy

Energy and water has been the nexus 

for development in Kuwait since the 

second half of the last century, as wa-

ter desalination stations have effec-

Kuwait seeks diligently 

to rehabilitate the 

environment to achieve 

balance
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tively taken part in providing fresh 

water for human consumption; while 

the steam is used to run turbines for 

generating power.

It is worth mentioning that fresh-wa-

ter production reached 600,000 mil-

lion cubic meters in 2011; whereas 

the rate of electricity’s consumption 

reached over 54 million terawatt/ h in 

the same year. Accordingly, in the past 

ten years, Kuwait has keenly sought to 

allot future plans aimed at preserving 

power consumption. Moreover, Min-

istry of Electricity and Water (MEW) 

has applied a long-term policy tasked 

with reducing the loads during peak 

hours during summer season, when 

electricity for air-conditioning sys-

tems reaches 75% of consumption; 

whereas this rate is consumed in win-

ter season in countries like Canada 

and Russia. Therefore, MEW is dili-

gently seeking to utilize renewable 

energy sources like solar and also at-

tempting to reduce the consumption 

of energy during daytime.

Furthermore, MEW has allotted a 

number of rules and regulations to 

improve the insulation of public, 

commercial and residential buildings. 

In addition, it finances scientific re-

search projects in renewable energy, 

which has also received the special 

attention of the oil sector and the Ku-

wait Foundation for the Advancement 

of Sciences (KFAS). This has led to 

subsidizing several energy programs 

and researches conducted by Ku-

wait Institute for Scientific Research 

(KISR) and Kuwait University (KU). 

Moreover, Kuwait has donated $150 

million to the fund for energy and 

environment research and climate 

change during the Jedda conference 

which was held in 2008.

Industry 

Oil industry has represented the back-

bone of the industry for the State of 

Kuwait since the launch of oil pro-

duction in the country in the middle 

of the last century. Kuwait has now 

realized the importance of diversify-

ing its industrial production base to 

reinforce the national economy. This 

diversity has been epitomized in the 

establishment of Public Authority for 

Industry (PAI) that is in charge of run-

ning three key industrial areas allotted 

for the small and middle industries. 

Thus, the government and the PAI are 

seeking to support appropriate joint 

initiatives with private enterprises to 

develop the industrial sector. In ad-

dition, the private sector takes part 

in supporting such tendency through 

applying sciences, technology and 

innovation in the national industries. 

Therefore, it conducts programs 

aimed at supporting the companies 

and initiatives that are subsidized by 

KFAS; in addition, PAI obligates in-

dustries to comply with the environ-

ment criteria allotted in this domain 

besides taking part in establishing in-

tegrated industrial areas.

Scientific Research

The State of Kuwait has realized 

early the importance of the scien-

tific research as a key means for 

developing the national economy, 

since knowledge is key support for 

achieving sustainable development. 

It is worth mentioning that KISR was 

established in 1967 to be the govern-

ment’s arm in the applied research to 

develop the ways of production. The 

number of KISR’s personnel is cur-

rently around 1000. Among this num-

ber 300 researchers are working in 

environment field and in resources of 

food and oil. 

Moreover, Kuwait University is con-

sidered the key arm of Kuwait’s basic 

research and academic education.

Furthermore, KFAS was established 

as per an initiative launched by HH 

late Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sa-

bah to support scientific research. In 

addition, Sabah Al-Ahmad for Talent 

and Innovation Center was estab-

lished to sponsor talented people and 

help them convert their innovations 

into pioneering commercial projects 

that can help develop the national 

economy.

Kuwait is distinguished 

with prominent 

scientific research 

centers
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Unique humanitarian experience

Margret Al-Sayer:
Bayt Abdullah aims to relieve 
suffering of children

Kuwait Petroleum Corporation, be-

lieving in its social responsibility, is 

keen on sponsoring several activi-

ties that are aimed at fulfilling the 

concept of sustainable development. 

Therefore, it pays special concern to 

social activities that help improve the 

level of public services provided to 

citizens, particularly the health ser-

vices, as it believes that manpower 

is considered the country’s true re-

source.

One of the significant projects super-

vised and implemented by the Corpo-

ration was ‘KPC Land, an entertain-

ment park of 22,000sqm at the Bayt 

Abdullah Children’s Hospice, which 

was founded under KPC patronage. 

The project aims to provide superior 

medical and entertainment facilities 

for children suffering from terminal 

conditions. 

To learn more about Bayt Abdullah 

Children’s Hospice, the services it 

provides and the cases it receives, 

KPC Newsletter interviewed Mrs. 

Margret Al-Sayer, Executive Manag-

er of Bayt Abdullah Children’s Hos-

pice and the person behind the idea 

of establishing the hospice.

Beginning the interview, Mrs. Al-

Sayer said, “I would like to indicate 

that the project is affiliated to Kuwait 

Association for Care of Children in 

Hospital (KACCH) at the Amiri Hos-

pital. The idea of establishing Bayt 

Abdullah is aimed at optimizing the 

value of voluntary work through pro-

viding services to certain age groups. 

These services include providing en-

tertaining activities for the children 

whose cases are incurable.

Al-Sayer indicated that the idea of 

establishing Bayt Abdullah was crys-

tallized in 1989, when the mother of 

a child named “Abdullah” took part 

in one of the lectures organized by 

KACCH and explained that her son 

Abdullah, who was suffering from a 

critical malignant disease, had been 

treated at various hospitals abroad, 

but in vain. His mother added that 

Abdullah wanted to spend the rest of 

his days at home, rather than in a hos-

pital. She submitted an application to 

KACCH asking for their help in ful-

filling her son’s desire. The associa-

tion then formed a team of specialists 

who managed to relieve the pain and 

suffering of the child at home with the 

help of his mother until he died be-

fore completing his fifth year. It was 

from this real and tragic experience 

that the idea of establishing Bayt Ab-

dullah emerged; the idea was to pro-

vide intimate family atmosphere for 

the cases which the hospice receives.

Alleviative Services 

With reference to the services pro-

vided by Bayt Abdullah, Al-Sayer 

clarified that Bayt Abdullah presents 

services that attempt to relieve the 

We provide entertaining 

services to incurable 

cases 
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pain of children through controlling 

the syndromes of the patient’s dis-

ease while trying to keep them enter-

tained. The idea was to provide a sec-

ond home for the children who were 

critically sick.

Al-Sayer further indicated that Bayt 

Abdullah offers four key services 

among which is the complete care 

for children in the presence of their 

guardians. This service is considered 

the most important one as Bayt Ab-

dullah conducts daily medical exam-

inations, and provides healthful and 

psychological care as well as giving 

the children their medications in a 

timely manner.

The second service is epitomized in 

the day-care which is almost similar 

to the first service but here the child 

and his guardians have the right to 

choose whether to stay in the hospice, 

or to leave and go back home. The 

third service is embodied in provid-

ing simple, healthful care which the 

child needs such as checking the tem-

perature of the body and giving him 

medications in time as well as prepar-

ing reports about the case. The fourth 

service is aimed at offering the child 

with all services when he is alone, as 

Bayt Abdullah is a safe shelter for 

the child when he is away from his 

family, whenever the latter decides 

to leave him in the hospice for some 

time for certain circumstances.

With reference to the design of Bayt 

Abdullah and its equipments, Al-

Sayer said, “The amazing design was 

prepared by a talented young female 

Kuwaiti student named Alia Al-Ghu-

naim, who took up the design as her 

project for graduation at the Faulty 

of Engineering.” She added, “Bayt 

Abdullah’s design is very interesting 

as one can feel life from the shapes 

placed on walls, the colored corridors 

and the wonderful fountain inside the 

house. Added to this are a number f 

chalets located along the seaside.”

Asked about KPC’s participation in 

sponsoring Bayt Abdullah, Al-Sayer 

said, “I was extremely happy when I 

learned that KPC would take part in 

the project and would sponsor it. The 

participation by KPC, underpins the 

corporations keen interest in interact-

ing with civil society institutions. In 

addition, it is highly commendable 

that KPC is interested in sponsor-

ing and caring about such a group of 

children and in providing a family 

atmosphere to the families and chil-

dren who are terminally ill.

Furthermore, KPC did not neglect 

the entertainment aspect in children’s 

life; therefore, it took the initiative of 

establishing ‘KPC Land’ in the mid-

dle of Bayt Abdullah and to equip it 

with modern entertainment facilities 

so as to help children enjoy their stay 

in the hospice.

KPC Land added 

numerous services to 

Bayt Abdullah
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